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Artists On The Move: Lacy J. 
Dalton and Michael Card to 
Charles Dorris & Associates, 
Nashville ... Waylon Jennings to 
William Morris Agency, 
Nashville ... Moe Bandy to 
Bobby Roberts Entertainment, 
Hendersonville, TN. The 
Roberts Agency also represents 
Tom Wopat, The Whites, Tim 
Malchak, Pake McEntire, The 
Shoppe, Mark Farner, Marty 
Haggard, Con Hunley, Butch 
Baker, Rattlesnake Annie, The 
Girls Next Door and Bobby 
Bare. 


News Briefs: Kenny Rogers has 
left RCA and signed with 
Warner Brothers/Nashville ... 
Dolly Parton will make a home- 
coming appearance in Nashville 
at the Ryman Auditorium March 
16 as she tapes a segment of 
her ABC-TV “Dolly” series. The 
programme will be based on a 
song she wrote called Down On 
Music Row and word is, she 
hopes to get former duet 
partner, Porter Wagoner to co- 
host ... Waylon Jennings has 
been named one of ten national 
Horatio Alger award winners for 
Americans who possess that 
“true grit” spirit to overcome 
life's obstacles and go on to 
achieve major success. Other 
winners include Carol Burnett 
and Senator Bob Dole ... B.J. 
Thomas, Gene Pitney and the 
Shirelles have filed a lawsuit 
against now-defunct Gusto 
Records for unpaid royalties ... 
Terri Gibbs has earmarked a 
portion of the royalties from her 

~ gospel album “Turnaround” on 
Work Records, to go to the TN. 
School for the Blind. 


e Kathy Mattea, B.J. Thomas, 
Jerry Reed and Tammy Wynette 
are set for appearances at 
Jamboree USA in Wheeling, 
WV., during March. April 
appearances will include 
Boxcar Willie, Ronnie Milsap, 
Ray Stevens, Marie Osmond 
and Brenda Lee. 


®@ Country music's best known 
mother-and-daughter team, the 
Judds, have stepped into the 
business side of the 
entertainment industry with 
their purchase of Pro Tours, in 
partnership with their manager, 
Ken Stilts, and former Jim 
Halsey Co. veepee Steven 
Pritchard. Pro Tours had been a 
part of the Halsey Co. In 
addition to taking care of the 
Judds’ concert dates and some 
concert promotion, Pro Tours 
will also specialize in 
coordinating corporate 
sponsorships and product 
endorsements for performers 
and companies. Pro Tours 
recently signed an agreement 
with GMC Trucks to coordinate 
a multi-city tour featuring the 
Judds, Randy Travis and 
Tammy Wynette. 


@ Johnny Rodriguez is 
currently working on his first 
album for Capitol Records, 
slated for completion by the 
end of March. This will be the 
22nd album of Johnny’s 15-year 
career. Mason Dixon, also 
newly-signed to Capitol’s 
country label, are working on 
their debut album. 
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The Baby Boom: Iriene 
(Mandrell) Boyer and husband, 
Rick, welcomed a daughter on 
Wednesday, January 13. 
Vanessa (Mandrell). Boyer 
weighed in at 6 pounds, 14'/, 
ounces. The couple also have a 
son, Deric, who celebrated his 
second birthday on Christmas 
day ... “This Old House” of 
Eileen and Craig Bickhardt (of 
the MTM recording group, 
SKB) is going to be a little 
more lively with the addition of 
their newborn twins. Eileen 
gave birth to Jacob Wilson 
(weight: 6 Ibs, 5 ozs., length: 
19'/, inches) at 2:20 pm, and 
Aislinn Julia (weight: 5 Ibs, 12 
ozs, length: 183/, inches) was 
born at 2:22 pm on January 11 
at Vanderbilt Hospital in 
Nashville ... Now Thom 
Schuyler and wife Sarah have 
found they, too, are expecting a 
new arrival. 


LOUDILLA. LORETTA & KAY JOHNSON 


@ Billy Bob's, the self- 
proclaimed “World's Largest 
Honky Tonk” in Fort Worth, 
TX., closed its doors January 
7th due to financial problems. It 
has been widely reported in 
past months that the club’s 
financial status has been shaky 
since the club’s founder and 
name-sake, Billy Bob Barnett 
became involved in a multi- 
million dollar redevelopment 
project for Fort Worth’s historic 
Stockyards district. Although 
the club has closed its doors, it 
is not filing for bankruptcy. 
There is speculation that the 
once-proud honky tonk will re- 
open its doors but no 
announcements have yet been 
made. 


@ Randy Travis’ “Always And 
Forever” is having the longest 
run as a No.1 country album 
since Alabama's “Mountain 
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®@ Brenda Lee is set to star this 
season in an expanded and 
improved version of Opryland’s 
“Music! Music! Music!" stage 
show. Brenda will perform two 
shows a day, six days a week at 
the park's Acuff Theatre, 
heading a cast of 22 dancers 
and singers, a 16-piece 
orchestra and a variety of 
special effects. She will dance 
as well as sing in the 75-minute 
show. Brenda’s only previous 
Stage experience was two 
decades ago when she had the 
lead in “Bye, Bye Birdie” and in 
“The Wizard Of Oz” in ‘60's 
summer stock. 


® sweeping changes in the 
CMA Awards criteria were 
among the many issues 
addressed by the Country 
Music Association board of 
directors during its first 
quarterly board meeting of this 
year. In addition to the criteria 
changes, the board members 
took action on an Awards Show 
promotion with radio, reviewed 
and approved two proposals on 
songbook publishing, and 
received an update on 
developments in the 
international market. The board 
also entertained ideas for 
activities surrounding CMA's 
year-long 30th anniversary 
celebration which kicked off in 
January. The Awards Criteria 


_Committee, chaired by Joe 


Talbot, created a new category 
and re-defined the criteria in a 
number of other awards 
categories. The Vocal Duo Of 
The Year was re-defined to 
include those acts who are 
always composed of two 
people, such as The Bellamy 
Brothers, The Judds, The 
O’Kanes, and Foster and Lloyd. 
These people were previously 
eligible under Vocal Group of 
the Year. The artists who 
previously fell into the Vocal 
Duo category will now fall into 
a new category - Vocal Event of 
the Year, which is defined as 
two or more people who 
perform together and any or all 
of who are known primarily as 
individual artists ... Example 
“Trio” Dolly Parton, Linda 
Ronstadt & Emmylou Harris. 


Music” LP in 1982. Travis’ 
album, just going double 
platinum (2 million), recently 
entered its 31st week at the top 
of the Billboard charts. 


® Mickey Gilley has signed a 
multi-album recording deal with 
Airborne Records, Nashville's 
newest independent label. 
Recording begins immediately 
with Larry Butler producing. 
Airborne has also acquired 
Mickey Newbury’s latest 
recordings, “A Legend In A 
New Age”, which is scheduled 
for release shortly. 


News Briefs: Eddy Raven is 
touring heavily with Alabama 
during 1988. He has just 
completed a crowded schedule 
of dates with the band in the 
Southeast. Up next is a greatest 
hits compilation which will 
include two new selections ... A 
Second Generation team 
comprised of Peggy Lynn (one 
of Loretta’s twins), Kathy Twitty 
(Conway's youngest), Cindy 
Cash (Johnny's daughter) and 
Georgette Jones (daughter of 
George Jones and Tammy 
Wynette) is making plans for a 
European tour ... Buck Trent 
begins his third year as 
Celebrity Spokesperson for 
Union Pacific Railroad's 
“Operation Red Block,” a highly 
successful drug & alcohol 
abuse programme for railroad 
workers. The programme has 
been so successful that other 
rail systems are now forming 
their own anti drug and alcohol 
programmes. Trent has, in fact, 
also been named Celebrity 
Spokesperson for the 
Burlington Northern’s new 
“Operation Stop” programme 
which kicked off January 20th 
in Arlington, Texas. 


News Briefs: One of country 
music's longest-running acts, 
Lonzo & Oscar, was recently 
retired when Oscar Sullivan 
decided he'd had enough of the 
road. However, the veteran 
Grand Ole Opry star says the 
act was regrouped and will be 
back on the road this year. Cleo 
Hogan is che new “Lonzo” ... 


Billie “Tiny” Moore, 67, died of 
a heart attack recently in 
Jackpot, Nevada. Moore 
popularized the electric 
mandolin in the ‘40s while a 
member of Bob Wills’ Texas 
Playboys. More recently, he 
was a part of Merle Haggard’s 
Strangers. Moore is survived by 
his wife and three children ... 
The Judds are set for the Little 
Nashville Opry, Nashville, IN., 
March 5 and Houston's (TX) 
Rodeo and Livestock Show 
March 6 ... With his single “I'll 
Pin A Note On Your Pillow” 
topping the nations’s record 
charts, Billy Joe Royal has 
found himself No.1 in yet 
another area - music videos. 
Officials at Country Music 
Television, the 24-hour country 


-music channel which reaches 


nearly 10-million homes, 
reports Royal's “Pillow” video 
has become the most requested 
clip in the station’s history. 


@ it seems The Nashville 
Network’s much-touted 
“Viewers’ Choice Awards” 
might better have represented 
the viewers’ choices had they 
also had the privilege of 
participating in nominations. 
But, for whatever reason, a 
panel of 100 representatives of 
the music, television, radio and 
print media, turned-in 
nominations in eight separate 
categories to be voted on by 
the viewers (starting February 
8.) TNN celebrates its 5th 
anniversary in April and is seen 
in more than 38 million cable 
television households. 


tarry-Gattin-and 5 
Janis, were recent guests of 
President and Mrs. Reagan at a 
state dinner honouring 
Egyptian President and Mrs. 
Mubarak at the White House. 
Larry has made several 
appearances with Nancy 
Reagan on behalf of her anti- 
drug programmes. tn fact, the 
Gatlin Brothers have been 
hand-picked by the First Lady 
to entertain April 20 at the 2nd 
Genesis Fest in Washington, 
which is one of her anti-drug 
projects. 


® According to advance 
itineraries, artists confirmed to 
perform in the newly- 
constructed 2,000 seat theatre 
at Dollywood this summer are: 
Keith Whitley, Dottie West, The 
Forester Sisters, Holly Dunn, 
The Bellamy Brothers, Mel 
Tillis, Janie Fricke, John 
Anderson, Ray Price, Michael 
Johnson, Michael Martin 
Murphey, Brenda Lee, Roy. 
Clark, and Tammy Wynette. 
The theme park's third season 
begins on April 30th. 


@ K.D. Lang invited Loretta 
Lynn, Kitty Wells and Brenda 
Lee to join her in the studio 
recently for a project produced 
by the legendary Owen Bradley. 


@ Johnny Cash, June Carter 
Cash, Waylon Jennings and 
Jessi Colter are launching a 
tour of several major college 
campuses with “The Affordable 
Art Tour.” Tickets for their 3- 
hour “rockabilly” shows at the 
Universities of Oklahoma 
(2/21), Missouri (2/23) and 
Illinois (2/24) are set at $9.50. 


® Rosanne Cash has formed a 
new video production company, 
Acme Pictures, with 
producer/partner Joanne 
Gardner. The two will contract 
various outside directors to 
work on video shoots in 
Nashville. Aside from music 
videos, Rosanne hopes to 
create documentary music 
programming. 


ARE YOU GOING TO WEMBLEY IN ’88.... 
For the Easter Weekend Festival? 


1st/2nd/3rd APRIL Sei 
Then Don’t Forget ... al 6 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


BRITAIN’S 1ST COUNTRY MUSIC NEWSPAPER 


AGAIN LOOKS FORWARD TO MEETING AND MAKING WELCOME READERS AND FRIENDS 
AT THE LADBROKE HOTEL, WATFORD ... FOR WHAT WILL BE THE SIXTH ANNUAL, CMRU 
3-DAY EASTER WEEKEND BREAK .... 


* This Years Package will be more restful than usual ... as we have had to re-structure things, around the hotel’s current 
development and expansion plans, which are set to improve still further, the first class facilities we have all enjoyed the last five 
consecutive years ... 
* What this means in truth is, that it will affect the number of CMRU 
“Special Extras” that we have always provided for our guests in 
_ the past ... exactly how much, we will have to wait and see ... 


* It will not however, affect the much valued good will and service 
that Country Music Round Up guests have come to expect from all 
the Ladbroke Hotel Management and Staff, or the excellent quality 
of your accommodation ... Nor will it, change our attitude of 
ensuring that you get the very best value for money weekend that 
we Can arrange for you ... and ... of course you will ... still be luxury 
coached to & from the Wembley Festival each day ... 


* So if we haven’t already “spoilt you” too much, in the past... you 
will still be guaranteed another CMRU Weekend Break to 
remember ... and we advise that you don’t delay, complete the 
booking form attached and send it to us right away ... 


<7 S=OO./THREE DAY WEEKEND HOLIDAY BREAK, 


* Prices Per Person B/B, sharing Twin or Double bedded accommodation, for 
Single Rooms add £10:00. per person supplement ... Limited Triple Rooms 
available at £68:00. per person ... 


BOOKING CMRU/LADBROKE HOTEL STANDARD PACKAGE. 


FORM x Please find enclosed my Deposit of £10:00. (Per Person)... 
Reserve me the following accommodation, subject to availability, for the 
1st/2nd/3rd, April 1988 ... TWIN einer TRIPLE 

(EASTER WEEKEND) Sees ROOM S 


(Please Print). 


The Setting 


The hotel is located just off Junction 5 of the 
M1 motorway and on the main A41 and itis 
well positioned for Watford and the surrounding 


Hertfordshire countryside. The hotel is in fact 


3 . ; | understand that as the person making this reservation | shall be responsible for full settlement of the account and that full 
only 1 6 mi les from Central London: twenty five and final payment for the package must be settled by Monday 1st Feb '88 ... Also that any cancellation after the aforesaid 
minutes by car and even less by train into date means my deposit can not be refunded. | also understand that cancellation after March 1st '88 will, except under 


London's Euston station. Wembley is even exceptional circumstances leave me liable for the full amount outstanding. 
closer, Heathrow only 24 miles away and Luton : 
a quick 20 minutes up the M1 motorway. The Signature 


motorist will be delighted to hear that there is 2’ (ora DepositEnclosed.£ : . 

ample car parking at the hotel. 2 . (Make Cheques/PO’s Payable to C.M.R.U. Pub:Co.) 
PLEASE NOTE... 
EXTRA NIGHTS 


4 Ladbroke all Thursday and/or Monday will be CHARGED at £20per person - per night 


INDICATE THE TOTAL NUMBER OF NIGHTS. (3) (4) (5) ... 
Thursday/Friday/Saturday/Sunday/Monday. 


DELETE THOSE DATES NOT REQUIRED. 


& WE LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU... AND REMEMBER MANY WERE DISAPPOINTED LAST YEAR BY LEAVING IT TOO LATE ... THIS YEAR MAKE SURE IT’S NOT YOU ! 


De] 286/287 HIGH STREET (UPPER PRECINCT) LINCOLN LN2 1AL ENGLAND = (0522) 41546 
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International Festival 


MERVYN CONN PRESENTS THE 20th ANNIVERSARY 
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THE JORDANAIRES | GAYLE ALBE 
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DANIEL ODO CHARLIE Mc COY REDDY FE 
PATTY LOVELES? SON LEON EVERETTE THEO KAMES 
STONEWA DESERT ROSE BAND LARR\CARROLL BAKER 
COLORADO MARGO SMITH RAM RY CUNNINGHAM 
MARY DUFE MICHAEL JOHNSON MOND FROGGaTT 
RAZORBACK JODLE BIRGE cBinin Siw RANDY ERWIN 
UNITED STEELS OF EUROPE AUSTRALIA 


Lo HOST GEORGE HAMILTON IV [izauceleleled ALL PROGRAMMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND CANCELLATIO 
) 


WEMBLEY 2324 APRu res 
BOX OFFICE NOW OPEN O1* 930 7502 * 902 1234 
KEITH PROWSE 01 741 8989 (24hrs) 


Tickets also available to personal callers at Tower Records. Piccadilly Circus (no Bkg fee) 
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! 
ONE DA Y ee DA Y - a The International Festival of Country Music Box Office, Mervyn Conn Promotions Ltd. MC House, 14 Orange Street, 
TI IE K E if TG K FT. 497 GW London WC2H 7ED Tel: 01-930 7502. Registered in England No. 835593. 


Name Tel No 


t | 
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l 
| @129.00 | f 2 oF GOT. _@ = 68. OO Address 
@ P 20. G0---. @ 2 55. OO Please state which day ticket/s is/are required 
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Payment may be made by Cheque/Postal Order/Access or Barclaycard. Please enclose SAE. 


@ P ] 5 OO @ i? 4 3 OO Cheques should be made to Mervyn Conn Promotions Ltd. All orders subject to 50p per person booking fee 
OCC rr _fenclose Cheque/Postal Order. Value £ 
@ ra 10. OO | prefer to pay by Access/Barclaycard No. Value £ Signature 


THE COUNTRY MUSIC EVENT NOT TO BE MISSED NOW BIGGER THAN EVER BOOK NOW! 
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CHRIS HILLMAN: NO PLACE TO FALL 


@ |fChris Hillman ever writes his autobiography, one thing he won't have to 
think up is a title. He could call it So You Want To Be A Rock ‘N’ Roll Star, for 
instance, after the Top 40 rock single that he and Roger McGuinn wrote for 
their group the Byrds. Another possibility is Time Between. That would be for 
the song Hillman wrote for the Byrds’ Younger Than Yesterday LP in 1967. 
Generally acknowledged as one of the first real country songs to appear ona 
rock album, it was also recorded by Hillman’s current outfit, the Desert Rose 
Band, on the group’s 1987 debut album. 


@ But perhaps the best title would be No Place To Fall. Although Hillman, 
along with cohort Gram Parsons, was one of the founding fathers of the 
country - rock movement more than two decades ago, and although his list of 
credits include million-selling records, sold-out tours, and well over 30 
albums as a solo act and with such groups as the Flying Burrito Brothers, the 
Byrds, Manassas, and the Souther Hillman Furay Band, he still feels that his 
longevity as a performer has something to do with never having very far to 
fall. 


@ “| had a record company executive, Joe Smith, tell me that one time,’ 
says Hillman, sitting at a table in a Tulsa club an hour before sound check. 
‘He's head of Capitol now, and one of the few people in the business that's a 
bright, music-orientated man. We were discussing (rocker) Peter Frampton, 
and how he built that wonderful audience up and put that live album out that 
was akiller, and then, patoom. There was nothing behind it. And he said, ‘The 
best thing about you is that you've never had to fall that much.’ | think that’s 
true. | think the fact that | never had big success on my own is why I'm still 
around. | didn’t have that far to fall.” 


@ Inconversation, Hillman is amiable and gregarious, a friendly, earnest 
man with just a pinch of Southern California wise guy below the surface. The 
Desert Rose Bandis doing well, and although some may say it’s just another 
case of old rock‘n’ rollers getting into the country music business, there are 
some differences here. ‘The Byrds were never really a rock band,” 
maintains Hillman. “We were a bunch of kids coming out of acoustic music. 
We, the Lovin’ Spoonful, and Buffalo Springfield had no rock ‘n’ roll in our 
backgrounds. These three bands were not the kinds of bands that practised 
in a garage in high school and played rock." 


@ That's certainly the case with Hillman, whose own background is eclectic, 
to say the least. “‘My folks listened to Count Basie and Duke Ellington and 
bebop, Dizzy Gillespie. | loved rock ‘n’ roll when | was in junior high, up until 
about 1960, when folk music started to get popular and my older sister 
turned me on to the Weavers and Pete Seger. From there, | gotinto listening 
to real ethnic folk music -- Leadbelly, a lot of blues, stuff like that. And from 
there | heard bluegrass and flipped out. | thought that was the greatest music 
in the world. | wanted to learn to play the mandolin, so | got an old funky 
mandolin and picked tunes off records. My folks thought | was nuts, but they 
encouraged it.”’ 


® Hillman flashes a smile. “We lived in a rural area of San Diego County, 
and I'd turn on Spade Cooley, the western swing bandleader, in the 50’s. 
And the Cliffie Stone Show, Tex Ritter’s Town Hall Party, and the Maddox 
Brothers and Rose. These shows | would watch, much to my parents’ 
dismay. | lovedit. twas avery regional thing that | always play up in the stuff! 
do now -- a very big influence on me. When | was just starting to learn the 
mandolin, | would turn on Cal Worthington’s Country Music Time In LA, and I'd 
get a fuzzy picture, and there would be the Golden State Boys, the only 
bluegrass act on the show. It was my only access to bluegrass, other than 
driving to LA to a club called the Ash Grove, where | saw Flatt and Scruggs, 
the Stanley Brothers, and Bill Monroe. Two years later, | ended up in the 
Golden State Boys. | had got proficient enough, and | met them, and they 
hired me. That's how | got into bluegrass." 


@ By the time Hillman was 18, he had already recorded his first album, an 
obscure and now sought-after bluegrass LP titled The Scottsville Squirrel 
Barkers. The LP was recorded for Crown Records, a cut-rate supermarket 
label whose records sold, new, for less than a dotlar. Through musician 
Mason Williams, who was then stationed on a San Diego navy base, Hillman 
and the rest of the Squirrel Barkers contacted Crown, and, as he says, “We 
went up to LA and made an album in a day. What Crown Records would do 
was give you about 10 bucks apiece, non-union, all public domain (songs) 
so there wouldn't be any publishing problems. | think we each got a box of 
records, too. Crown also would buy up masters from other places and put 
them out, so | was labelmates with B.B. King, Wanda Jackson, all kinds of 
people. | was Crown recording artist and lived to tell about it.” 


» by John Wooley : 


@ He laughs. “They probably sold 10 million albums. Later, they 
repackaged it under the name of the Kentucky Mountain Boys and did anew 
cover. The vinyl they used was third-grade vinyl, and it usually wore out after 
about 20 plays. It’s funny, but it was a great experience. We cut the whole 
thing in five or six hours. It really isn't a bad record, and when you think about 
it, it sounds pretty good.” 


@ Two years after the Crown experience, Hillman went from the Golden 
State Boys -- which then included future country star Vern Gosdin and his 
brother Rex -- to the Byrds, becoming a founding member of that group. The 
Byrds quickly became known as a ‘folk-rock’ group, knocking out such 
rock-era classics as ‘Mr Tambourine Man’ and ‘Turn, Turn, Turn.’ Then, in 
1967, Columbia released the Byrds’ Younger Than Yesterday. Containing the 
hit singles ‘So You Want To Be A Rock ‘N' Roll Star’ and ‘My Back Pages, ' it 
also offered to an unsuspecting rock audience two unbashedly country 
tunes: ‘Girl With No Name’ and, especially, ‘Time Between’. At that time, the 
idea of country music in rock was far more exotic than, say, the droning, 
sitar-influenced hippie mysticism of David Crosby's ‘Mind Gardens,’ also 
featured on the LP. Itwas a revolutionary sound for rock ‘n’ roll, and it cleared 
the way for the Byrds’ groundbreaking Sweetheart of the Rodeo, which hit the 
racks the following year. With the cuts on Younger Than Yesterday and the 
Sweetheart LP, Hillman and the Byrds had done a great deal toward ushering 
in the form of music that came to be known as country-rock. 


@ “Most people say Sweetheart did it, but | say, no, it was on Younger Than 
Yesterday that we were first doing it,” says Hillman. “And it’s funny, because 
on ‘Time Between’, I had Vern Gosdin in there singing harmony with me 
before Crosby got to the studio, and David got all upset and took Vern’s part 
off and put his own on. Yeah, that was our first experimental thing -- but that 
was all | knew how to do. | couldn't have a written a rock ‘n’ roll song if I'd 
tried.” 


@ By the time Sweetheart came along, Crosby was out and singer-guitarist 
Gram Parsons was in. Much has been written about Parsons, and how he 
died at the age of 26 in Southern California and who, with the International 
Submarine Band, may have had the first true country-rock group. He and 
Hillman would later go on to form the Flying Burrito Brothers, a band that 
tested the limits of the new musical genre in imaginative and sometimes 
strange ways. For Sweetheart, one of the first LP’s by a rock group to be 
recorded in Nashville, original country tunes by Hillman, Parsons and Roger 
McGuinn nestled groove to groove with songs from the likes of the Louvin 
Brothers and Woody Guthrie, along with Merle Haggard’s ‘Life in Prison’. It 
was a unique effort, and it met the fate of many other unique efforts -- critical 
success and poor sales. Later, it served as inspiration to a whole new 
generation of country-rockers. Marty Stuart, for instance, picked Sweetheart 
up off a bargain rack for $2.98, and he said that it changed the direction of his 
music. Sisters Janis Gill and Kristine Amold were so impressed with the LP 
that they took its title for thei own, becoming the Sweethearts’of the Rodeo. 


@ Says Hillman, with a smile and a shake of his head, ‘I was a young kid 
then, and we didn’t know what we were doing. I’ve had groups, well-known 
artists, come up to me and say, ‘I listened to Sweetheart in the 60's and it got 
me into music.’ | say, ‘Oh, thanks,’ and then | put Sweetheart on and | think, 
‘Gee, that's amateurish.’ That’s a normal reaction, | guess.” 


@ “It was a good idea. We had a good time, and | had more of a ally in the 
country direction when Gram joined the band.” 


® Just after recording the album, the Byrds also made some sort of history 
by appearing on the Grand Ole Opry. It was, as the comedians say, a tough 
house, with both audience members and the country performers sharing the 
bill less than happy to see a bunch of Southern California hippie boys on the 
venerable Ryman Auditorium stage. ‘We were a pop group that had 
recorded a country album,” Hillman told interviewer Cameron Randle 
recently. ‘No one had done that before. When we started to play, they 
hooted and hollered. But we kept playing and they liked it and it all worked 
out O.K. We definately ruffled some feathers down there, but nothing 
collapsed. Nothing went away. We didn't destroy any tradition.” 


@ Twenty years after that unique appearance, Hillman’s Desert Rose Band 
-- playing much the same kind of music that the Byrds did on that long-ago 
night -- found favor with country music audiences, with records like ‘Ashes of 
Love’ and ‘Love Reunited’ doing better than respectably on the country 
music charts. Does Hillman see any irony in the fact that, now, country music 
has expanded to include him? 


@ ‘| never have ever taken the position of, 'l told you so, you idiots. | knew 
before you did,’ '’ he says. ‘I didn’t know anything. Timing is such a major 
thing in this business, and we just don’t know. The sounds we made in 
California -- there was such a sound that came out of there, and it appealed 
to so many people around the world. The Eagles, of course, took what we 
pioneered in the 60's; they picked up the ball and made a lot of touchdowns. 
They were polished, they were real good, and their songwriting was 
wonderful. People have always liked that ensemble singing, that crisp, 
energetic type of presentation. 


@ ‘And then the Eagles stopped, and the only people around to fill up that 
gap were Alabama. Atthe time, the pop charts had closed the doors -- they'd 
gone through disco and all of that garbage -- and Alabama picked that thing 
up and went right to work. The songs, lyrically, were never up to the 
sophistication of the Eagles or any of the California Writers -- although now 
Alabama's starting to do some decent material -- but they were there, and 
that particular sound has always appealed to people. Once again, timing. 
There was a void that wasn't filled, and along come these four guys to fill that 
void. But | never thought the idea of a self-contained group would appeal to 
country audiences. 


@ “Youknowwho really was the first one to do that? Asleep At The Wheel. 
Ray Benson's been doing it with Asleep At The Wheel since 1971. And that 
concept was so alien to Nashville, to country people. It was always Porter 
Wagoner and the Wagonmasters, the front man and his backup band.” 


@ Although Hillman fronts the group, the Desert Rose Band is, clearly, an 
ensemble effort. As Hillman talks, other members of the group filter in, 
getting ready to take the stage. Herb Pedersen, the longtime LA session 
man who arranged the harmonies for Dolly Parton, Emmylou Harris and 
Linda Ronstadt on the Trio album, is one of the first to arrive, along with 
bluegrass veterans John Jorgenson and Bill Bryson. Then come Steve 
Duncan, also a well-known West Coast session man, and Jay Dee Maness, 
one of the first steel guitarists in rock music, who played on the Sweetheart of 
the Rodeo sessions. 


@ Thegroup’s origin can be traced to an album Hillman made for Sugar Hill 
Records in 1984. Called Desert Rose, it also featured Pederson, Maness and 


~ Jorgenson, and it spun off into a series of live performances with folk- 


country-rocker Dan Fogelberg in 1985. “The band is an offshoot of the four 
of us going out and opening for Fogelberg, after the Desert Rose album had 
been cut and released,” explains Hilman. ‘“‘We added Jay Dee and we 
added Steve Duncan on drums, and we were just playing around LA. | 
wanted to check some material out. We had an offer from MCA for a demo 
deal, and | thought that might be a route we would take, but Curb Records 
wanted to go with this right away. We felt if they were that enthusiastic and 
since their track record was so good -- they've got the Judds and Hank 
Williams Jr. — we'd go with them. In the brief time we've been together, the 
progress has been amazing. We haven’tjumped out of the chute with a No.1 
single, but it’s going just fine. The guys are great. They're all veterans, and 
they’ve been around. I’m real happy with it. If it fell apart tomorrow, as corny 
as this sounds, I’d know | did my best. But it’s not going to. It’s going to go for 
awhile. 


@ ‘The Byrds, man -- people talk about them all the time. It doesn’t bother 
me. I’m proud of it. I'm real proud of what we did. But it feels better now 
because I’ve been around it so much, and my confidence is there, and | feel 
like I’m better at it,"" he adds after a moment. ‘‘I'mstill learning, and | still bitch 
and complain like everybody else, but on the other hand I’m going, ‘Gee, I’m 
real lucky. | get to go out and play and still do this.’ You know, the shelf life of 
this particular type of business isn’t very long”’. 


@ As Hillman excuses himself and leaves the table to join his group, he 
seems a happy man. Perhaps part of that happiness comes from the 
success of his current band, or from the knowledge that he has made music 
that has lasted. And perhaps it also has something to do with not having far to 
fall. Hillman’s career has never rocketed into the stratosphere, but he must 
know that rockets fall just as fast as they went up, and just as far. 


e@ “John Wooley is the Country Music Journalist with the 
‘Tulsa World’ a morning newspaper in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
U.S.A. He was a regular contributor to John Lomax’s 
‘Country Sounds’ publication and can be contacted via --- 


Box 133, Foyil, OK 74031, U.S.A. Tel: 0101,918,342,3048”’. 
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Pete Smith 


Happy birthday to all Pisceans and Arians 


including: 


JIM ED BROWN (1st): DOC WATSON (2nd): JANCE 
GARFAT (ex Dr Hook) (3rd): TOMMY CASH (5th): DOUG 
DILLARD & MERLE HAGGARD (6th): TOWNES VAN 
ZANDT (7th): RANDY MEISNER (ex Eagles) & LEW 
DEWITT (8th): JIMMY FADDEN (Nitty Gritty Dirt Band) & 
MICKEY GILLEY (9th): JAN HOWARD & LIZ ANDERSON 
(13th): RY COODER, TOM & TED Le GARDE (Australia) & 
CARL SMITH (15th): JERRY JEFF WALKER & RAY 
BENSON (Asleep At The Wheel) (16th): DICK CURLESS 
(17th): DENNIS LINDE & CHARLEY PRIDE (18th): JERRY 
REED (20th): DICK DAMRON (22nd): HOYT AXTON (25th): 
LARRY BUTLER, RONNIE McDOWELL, DEAN DILLON & 
CHARLEY McLAIN (26th): DAVID ROGERS & LEON 
EVERETTE (27th): DEAN WEBB (ex Dillards), CHARLIE 
McCOY & REBA McENTIRE (28th): FRANKIE LAINE & 
BOBBY WRIGHT (30th): JOHN D.LOUDERMILK (31st). 


@ \t seems the month of March 
over the years has been 
particularly cruel to country 
music, robbing us of many 
major stars. Skeets McDonald 
passed away on the 1st, 1968, 
fiddler Joe Red Hayes (2nd, 
1973), Patsy Cline, Cowboy 
Copas and Hawkshaw Hawkins 
(all on the 5th, 1963). Jack 
Anglin of the famed duo 
Johnny & Jack, was killed in an 
auto crash en route to Patsy's 
funeral on 8th, 1963. Uncle 
Dave Macon and Stoney 
Cooper left us on the 22nd, 
Dave in 1952 and Stoney 
twenty-five years later. Carson 
Robinson passed on 24th, 1957. 


@ 1987 was a good year for 
Nottingham-based balladeer 
Gary Roberts. Both his 


cassettes were nominated for 
the BCMA's “Album of the 
Year", he's signed a two year 
publishing contract and was 
invited to audition for the 
Nashville Network's “You Can 
Be A Star”, a Tv show with an 
estimated 40 million viewers! 
Gary now has a fan club, a new 
cassette, his “tribute to Jim 
Reeves”, contains a dozen 
original songs. It's iitled The 
Country Gentlemen”. 


® "Sweethearts Of The 
Rodeo”, the seminal Byrds 
album of the late sixties, 
created a veritable storm in 
country music circles with it's 
seemingly cavalier use of 
country themes and rock 
rhythms. The album was as 


welcome as a breeze across the 
desert, refreshing what was fast 
becoming a stagnant musical 
form. Twenty years on, 
Sweethearts Of The Rodeo, a 
sisters duo, are having a similar 
effect! Janis Gill (wife of 
singer/songwriter Vince Gill) 
and Kristine Arnold debut with 
the self-named album which 
has already provided the duo 
with five hit singles; “Hey Doll 
Baby"/’Since | Found 
You"/"Midnight Girl-Sunset 
Town"/'Chains Of Gold"/"Gotta 
Get Away”. | really love this 
mainly uptempto album (only 
one downbeat song present) 
but am disappointed with just 
eight tracks. Still, quality beats 
quantity any day. Also available 
on a CBS cassette. 


@ My favourite album of 1987 
could easily become my 
favourite album of this year 
thanks to Sundown Records 
who have released Rusty Wier's 
“Kum-Bak Bar & Grill” in the 
U.K. Rusty Wier, one of the best 
Texas singer/songwriters, 
moved from his Austin home to 
the West Coast for a time, 
recording five albums for such 
labels as ABC, 20th Century 
and Columbia. Upon his return 
to Austin, Wier signed with 
Larry Watkins Black Hat 
Records and enjoyed immediate 
success with the singles “Close 
Your Eyes” and “Lover Of The 
Other Side Of The Hill”, the 
latter also making it’s mark in 
video format. Rusty wrote half a 
dozen of the songs of “Kum- 
Bak Bar & Grill” and calls upon 


_other greats to assist; Bob 


McDill (‘Daytime Drinkin’”), 
Eric Clapton (“Wonderful 
Tonight”) and James Taylor 
and Chuck Pyle, writers of the 
two hits. Producer Glenn 
Sutton has kept to a strict 
country sound, featuring no 
DX-7s or synclaviers, just good 
old steel, banjo, fiddle, 
mandolin and piano. “Kum-Bak 
Bar & Grill” is one hell of an 
album and shouldn't be missed. 


@ This month sees the U.K. 
debut of Idaho based Pinto 
Bennett & The Famous Motel 
Cowboy Band, a five piece that 
comes highly recommended. | 
haven't a full itinery for the 
group but South Yorks fans will 
be pleased to know that the 
Rotherham Arts Centre figures 
in the March 31 slot. 


@ Gedlin Miners Welfare in 
Nottingham has a real scoop 
for June. Dan Seals with his 
American band together with 
Stu Page & Remuda will be 
making their only appearance 
in the area. 


Every month we offer 
New Subscribers the 
chance to win a country album 


IF IRIEIEY 


THIS MONTH 


@ Remember Billy Joe Royal, 
the guy who had a worldwide 
smash in 1965 with “Down In 
The Boondocks”? Well he's 
back as a contemporary 
country singer and is set to 
take his place in the top 
echelon. After the rock ‘n’ roll 
hits dried up, B.J. became a Las 
Vegas regular, appeared on Tv, 
in films and commercials. In 
1980 he returned to his native 
Georgia where he became 
involved in country. “Burned 
Like A Rocket”, recorded in 
1984 but not released until two 
years later provided that top ten 
breakthrough. Royal's debut 
album for Atlantic/America, 
“Looking Ahead”, yielded three 
hits setting the scene for his 
second and current album “The 
Royal Treatment”, to really 
establish B.J. as a big star. This 
really is a marvellous collection! 
Great production, excellent 
picking, marvellous material 
and, of course, that Royal 
voice. The most outstanding 
track on the album, one worthy 
of awards, is “Members Only”, a 
duet with a new, gutsy Donna 
Fargo, but even that cannot 
overshadow powerful 
performances of the oldies 
“He'll Have To Go" and “It 


Keeps Right On A-Hurtin’”. 
Songs like “I'll Pin A Note On 
Your Pillow” tug at the heart 
strings, whilst “Give ‘Em My 
Number” verges on the 
rockabilly. A tremendous album 
that is rarely off my turntable. 


@ it seems to be a month of 
“rave reviews”. Mason Dixon, a 
Dallas based trio, have one hell 
of an album in “Homegrown” 
(Premier One). The album has 
proved so strong Stateside that 
the mammoth MCA company 
have recently signed the group 
and so now look set for 
international stardom. 
“Homegrown” is a collection of 


songs that provide a superb 
showcase for the talent that is 
Mason Dixon. Three singles 
from the album have already 
seen chart action; 
“Homegrown”, a wistful ballad, 
“3935 West End Avenue”, a 
rather poppy foot-tapper, “Don't 
Say No Tonight”, a dramatic 
heart plea. Add to these 
“Natchez Queen”, a slice of 
bayou rock, and the rockabilly 
influenced “Christine” and you 
have an album of great variety, 
Mason Dixon, with their 
distinctive three part harmonies, 
come across as a sort of 
amalgam of Alabama, the Oak 
Ridge Boys and the Thrasher 
Brothers. You can’t wish for a 
better pedigree than that. 


@ Billy Joe Burnette, co-writer 
of the multi-million selling 
“Teddy Bear”, as recorded by 
the late Red Sovine, has 
launched a couple of 
independent labels, Bear and 
Badger Records. It seems from 
the five releases | have to date 
that Billy Joe intends staying 
with the more accepted country 
sound rather than dabbling with 
the contemporary side of the 
music. On the Badger label 
Bruce Odom offers a fine honky 


Mason Dixon, 


tonker with “A Few Good 
Women”, whilst on the Bear 
associate, former folk singer 
Jack Elliot tugs at the heart 
strings with “Il Wonder Who's 
Lovin’ My Memory”. Also on 
Bear there’s Jerry Cooper with 
the singalong “As Long As 
There's Women Like You", 
Jimmy Smart with the foot- 
tapping “Dizzy Feeling” and my 
pick of the bunch, “Huggin’ My 
Baby”, a beautiful heart ballad 
from the governor, Billy Joe 
Burnette. A most interesting 
label which | hope to be 
coming back to again and 
again. 


If you are already a subscriber 
and due for renewal you will 
also be eligible. 


OOO00O 


But don’t waste time, your 
subscription must be with 


us by the first of next month 


SUBSCRIBERS 
CAN WIN THIS 
SUPER NEW 
COUNTRY ALBUM 


OO0OO0O 


For the subscription rates 
see elsewhere in this 
publication. 
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rate! 


FEBRUARY 1988 
New Subscriber 
Free Draw Winner 


Eddie McShane 


Cherry Tree Park 
Balerno, Edinburgh 


As his prize Eddie will receive 
Dan Fogelberg’s album “Nice Price” 


D ely Stevens and Me Bullets 


®@ Lincoln County, West Virginia is 
coal mining country and coal miners 
keep their radios on a country music 
Station. At least that’s the way it was 
in the Stevens home where Jeff and 
Warren grew up. Their dad was an 
avid country music fan and played 
Hank Williams records on the stereo 
and sang country favorites around the 
house. That put the Stevens boys’ 
roots down deep in the country vein. 


@ When they were seven and eight, 
their dad bought them each a guitar 
and Jeff and Warren dutifully went 
down to the local music store to take 
lessons. But after about six months 
they quit. Seems that their dad got 
tired of hearing them play ‘Old 
MacDonald’ and told the teacher if his 
boys couldn't play ‘Folsom Prison’ the 
lessons were useless. 


@® So Jeff and Warren learned 
‘Folsom Prison’ - on their own - and 
entered a talent contest when they 
were eight and nine. They won. Thus 
a career in music was born as the boys 
kept practicing together and playing in 
talent contests. Soon, they had 
organized a group, The Stevens 
Brothers Band, and were playing 
wherever and whenever they 

could. Their dad continued to 
encourage them and bought Warren a 
Gretsch Viking and Jeff a White 
Falcon. The guitars were almost as 
big as the boys. Jeffinparticularhada 
yearning for a Fender Telecaster 
because Don Rich, Buck Owen’s top 


* sideman and high harmony singer, had 


one. So, to their father's dismay, the 
Gretsch went out the window and Jeff 
got his Fender while Warren got a blue 
Gibson bass. By that time Warren had 


made the full switch to bass after 
playing those parts on the bottom four 
strings of the guitar. 


@ One night they had a gig at the high 
school cafeteria and their drummer 
decided he'd rather play tennis than 
play music. So the guys asked Terry 
Dotson, a friend who didn’t even own a 
drum set, if he’d like to play. The 
Stevens hoys had the other drummer's 
set at their house and that night Terry 
joined the band. His previous 
experience playing drums came from 
banging on pots and pans around the 
house and playing lone snare in the 
school band, whose claim to fame was 
that they marched on the off-beat 
because the bass drummer never quite 
got the notes right. 


@® Their first influences were country 
music stars like Johnny Cash, Hank 


5 


Williams, Conway Twitty and 
especially Porter Wagoner, because 
he had a syndicated TV show that was 
shown on Saturday night in their 
area. Later, as teenagers, they heard 
Lynyrd Skynyrd, who pumped the 
band’s blood to new levels. Add 
Waylon Jennings, with his heavy beat, 
the Eagles, Bachman - Turner 
Overdrive, and Creedence Clearwater 
Revival to that and you know the roots 
for this band - hard driving music 
played in a sweat, full of force with a 
decided absence of glitter, gleam and 
slick. 


@ Along the way they changed their 
name to Jeff Stevens and the Bullets 
because Jeff was the lead singer 
driving the audiences crazy. But this 
ain't no one man show - they're still a 
band whose bonds are tight and who 
face the crowd as one filled with the 
force of music. 


@ Country music is about the decline 
of industrial America - Toffler’s second 
wave waving good-bye. It can only be 
sung by those who've lost a farm, ora 
factory job, or been in a coal 

mine. These people don’t know what 
happened or what hit them - they woke 
up one day to a different America and 
didn’t realize it until that afternoon 
when they lost their job. So they tried 
to pick up the pieces by looking at the 
past and trying to figure out the 

future. These people are intensely 
proud of being American even when 
America lets them down. indeed, they 
are America’s backbone, the salt of 
this country. 


@ These are the roots of Jeff Stevens 
and the Bullets. These are the people 
they sing about. Indeed, they are 
these people; down-to-earth, 
Straightforward, and real. They work 
hard and play hard. Then play some 
more. They are Jeff Stevens and the 
Bullets. 


‘COUNTRY 
COMES TO 
CLEETHORPES’ 


© Some of Britain's outstanding 
country talent, will make their way 
to Cleethorpes to entertain the 
holiday makers, the weekend of 
June 10th - 13th at the Beacholme 
Holiday Centre. 


@ Among a Bill full of potential 
headliners are... Lindsey St.John, 
The Duffy Brothers, Colorado and 
resident compere Johnny 
Spencer. 


® The centre, which is one of 
Cleethorpes most popular 
residential holiday venues, offers 
a wide variety of family attractions 
and are happy te accommodate 
touring camping / caravaners. 


GIVE US BOTH 
A CHANCE! 


@ Popular Northern Based 
Entertainer, and long time 
campaigner for P.H.A.B. Mel 
Hague, features on the BBC 2’s 
documentary programme ‘One in 
Four’ on Tuesday 22nd 

March. Transmission time 
4.30pm repeated at 11.30pm the 
same night. 


® Mel's appearance consists of 
an interview and two self-penned 
songs recorded ‘live’ at 
Letchworth CMC... ‘Hank Williams 
Rules OK’, and one especially 
written for the programme ‘Give us 
Both a Chance’. 


MAC’S 
NAMESAKE 


@ Friends of Spill The Beans, 
Dave and Carol (from 
Northallerton) have brought a 
German Shepherd puppy, and 
they've registered it with the 
Kennel Club under the name of 
‘Macs Country’. Will it be crufts for 
Mac next year?? 


LAZYACRE 
DOUBLE 
FIGURES 


® Congratulations to 
Shrewsbury’s Lazyacre Country 
Music Club on reaching it's 10th 
Birthday recently. 


@ Founded by Entertainer, tuned 
Entrepreneur, Tony Best, back in 
March 1978... The club has a 
chequered career, and has been 
forced to change venues 3 times in 
the last decade, but it has always 
maintained a good following. 


@® Lazyacre members have 
enjoyed some of the best Country 
entertainment available at club 
level. Plus the benefit of all the 
‘extra's’ that ‘Best’, and his valued 
crew have been able to organise 
for them, including trips 
abroad...etc. 


@® Lazyacre members 
enjoyment, has also brought extra 
benefits to others less fortunate as 
the Clubs Charity Fund has raised 
and distributed over £30,000. 


@ The Lazyacre C.M.C. must be 
among the most successful in 
Britain, jong may it continue! 
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RIECOIRIDS 
Billboard. ALBUMS 


= 
a Compiled from a national sample of retail store 

x x 2s and one-stop sales reports. 

ry ¥ é Reproduced Courtesy Of Billboard Publications 

2) 3 g | ARTIST TITLE 

Fo s = LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL (SUG. LIST PRICE)* 


x * NO.1 *«* 
RANDY TRAVIS A warner BROS. 25568-1 (8.98) (CD) 33 weeks atNo.One ALWAYS & FOREVER 


Pe [a] |e | xtosunesmreoc SSSCSCSCSC«RSAS 
Pete 


GEORGE STRAIT @ mca 42035 (8 98) (CO) GREATEST HITS, VOL. 2 
RICKY VAN SHELTON cotumaia 40602 (CD) WILD EYED DREAM 
HANK WILLIAMS, JR. @ warner/CURB 25593-1/WARNER BROS. (8.98) (CD) BORN TO BOOGIE 
THE LAST ONE TO KNOW 
THE BEST 

KING'S RECORD SHOP 
THE ROYAL TREATMENT 
CHILL FACTOR 


REBA MCENTIRE mca 42030 (8.98) (CD) 
DAN SEALS capitot 48308 (8.98) (CD) 


ROSANNE CASH covumaia 40777 (CD) 


BILLY JOE ROYAL atLantic AMERICA 90658-1 /ATLANTIC (8 98) 


MERLE HAGGARD eric 40986 (co) 


a 

| 10 | 

oa ALABAMA @ ca 6495-1 (8.98) (CD) JUST US 

Ea REBA MCENTIRE @ mca 5979 (8.98) (co) GREATEST HITS 

re DWIGHT YOAKAM @ reprise 25567-1/WARNER BROS. (8.98) (CO) HILLBILLY DELUXE 

} 12 | Dy PARTON, ENS ROT ADT: EMMYLOU HARRIS 4 TRIO 

| 15 | HIGHWAY 101 warner BROS. 25608-1 (8.98) (CD) HIGHWAY 101 

7 | THE JUDDS @ rca/curs 5916-1/RCA (8.98) (CD) HEART LAND 

| 16 | 27 | TANYA TUCKER capitot 46870 (8.98) (CD) LOVE ME LIKE YOU USED TO 
STORMS OF LIFE 


RAINBOW 
WHEELS 
SHELTER FROM THE NIGHT 
PONTIAC 

OCEAN FRONT PROPERTY 
UNTASTED HONEY 
SOMEWHERE IN THE NIGHT 
CHISELED IN STONE 
A MAN CALLED HOSS 
CORNERSTONE 

TOO WILD TOO LONG 
GREATEST HITS 


LYLE LOVETT mca,curs 42028 (CD) 
GEORGE STRAIT A mca 5913(8 98) (CD) 


VERN GOSDIN cotumaia 40982 (CD) 
WAYLON JENNINGS mca 42038 (8 98) (CO) 


HOLLY DUNN mt 71063/CaPiTOL (8.98) (CD) 
GEORGE JONES epic 40781 (co) 
ALABAMA 4A PCA AHL1-7170 (8.98) (CO) 


eD} Albums with the greatest sales gains this week. (CD) Compact disk available. ¢ Recording Industry Assn. Of America (RIAA) 
certification for sales of 500,000 units. & RIAA certification for sales of 1 million units, with each additional million indicated by a 
numeral following the symbol. *CBS Records and PolyGram Records do not issue a suggested list price for their product. 


Billboard. SINGLES 


Compiled from a national sample of radio playlists. 


TITLE ARTIST 
=O | PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 


* NO.1 ** 


* 
TWINKLE, TWINKLE LUCKY STAR 1 week at No. One 


K.SUESOV,M.HAGGARD (M.HAGGARD) 


| WON'T TAKE LESS THAN YOUR LOVE 
J.CRUTCHFIELD (POVERSTREET, D.SCHLITZ) 


FACE TO FACE 
H'SHEDO, ALABAMA (R.OWEN) 


TOO GONE TOO LONG 
K.LEHNING (G PISTILL!) 


OH WHAT A LOVE 
M.MORGAN,P.WORLEY (JIBBOTSON) 


DO YOU BELIEVE ME NOW 
B MONTGOMERY (V GOSDIN, M D.BARNES) 


THAT'S MY JOB 
J BOWEN (G BURR) 


''M GONNA MISS YOU, GIRL 
S GIBSON. J E NORMAN (J WINCHESTER) 


TELL ME TRUE 
R LANDIS (B MAHER, P.KENNERLEY) 


THIS MISSIN’ YOU HEART OF MINE 
R.CHANCEY (W MULLIS, M GEIGER) 


TENNESSEE FLAT TOP BOX 
R.CROWELL (J CASH) 


LIFE TURNED HER THAT WAY 
S. BUCKINGHAM (H HOWARD) 


ONE STEP FORWARD 
PWORLEY (C HILLMAN, B.WILDES) 


TURN IT LOOSE 
B MAHER (D SCHLITZ, C.BICKHARDT, 8 MAHER) 


SHOULDN'T IT BE EASIER THAN THIS 
J BRADLEY (J. JARRARD, R GILES) 


TOUCH AND GO CRAZY 
J BOWEN, L GREENWOOD (M GARVIN, TSHAPIRO. B.JONES) 


TALKIN’ TO MYSELF AGAIN 
S.BUCKINGHAM (J O'HARA) 


LOVE WILL FIND ITS WAY TO YOU 
JBOWEN.R MCENTIRE (0 LOGGINS. JO MARTIN) 


MERLE HAG' 
EPIC 34-07631 


TANYA TUCKER WITH P. DAVIS & P. OVERSTREET 
CAPITOL 44100 


ALABAMA 
RCA 5328-7 


RANDY TRAVIS 
WARNER BROS. 7-28286 


NITTY GRITTY DIRT BAND 
WARNER BROS. 7-28173 


VERN GOSDIN 
COLUMBIA 38-07627 


CONWAY TWITTY 
MCA 53200 


MICHAEL MARTIN MURPHEY 
WARNER BROS. 7-28168 


JUICE NEWTON 
RCA 5283-7 


SAWYER BROWN 
CAPITOL/CURB 44 108/CAPITOL 


@ ROSANNE CASH 
COLUMBIA 38-07624 


@ RICKY VAN SHELTON 
COLUMBIA 38-07672 


THE DESERT ROSE BAND 
MCA,'CURB 53201/MCA 


THE JUDDS 
RCA“CURB 5329-7/RCA 


CHARLEY PRIDE 
16TH AVENUE 70408/CAPITOL 


LEE GREENWOOD 
MCA 53234 


GEESE) 
Bee 


_ 


TAMMY WYNETTE 
EPIC 34-07635 


REBA MCENTIRE 
MCA 53244 


DWIGHT YOAKAM 
REPRISE 7-28174/WARNER BROS 


BAILLIE AND THE BOYS 
RCA 5327-7 


PLEASE PLEASE BABY 
P.ANDERSON (0 YOAKAM) 


WILDER DAYS 
K LEHNING,P DAVIS (C BICKHARDT. M BONAGURA) 


@Q Products with the greatest airplay this week. @ Videoclip availability. ¢ Recording Industry Assn. Of America (RIAA) certification 
for sales of 1 million units. A RIAA certification for sales of 2 million units. 


Britain’s Top Selling 


ALBUMS 


Compiled by Gallup for the 
Country Music Association © 


RANDY TRAVIS 33 weeks at No One 


T Oo P 1 Oo 


COMPILATIONS 


Wea BEST OF WILLIE NELSON 
Willie Nelson Telstor STAR2317 (BMG! 


> THE KENNY ROGERS STORY 
Liberty EMTV39 (E 


3 3 DOLLY PARTON’S GREATEST HITS 


Dolly Porton RCA PLB 4422 (BMG) 
4 20 GOLDEN GREATS 

Glen Campbell EMI EMTV2 (E 
57 THE COLLECTION Collector Senes 


Boxcor Wilhe 


6, ANNIVERSARY — 20 YEARS OF HITS 
Tommy Wynetie Epw 4603931 (C 


7 = 4 THE VERY BEST OF JIM REEVES 
ea jim Reeves RCA PL89017 (BMG) 


8 re THE VERY BEST OF DOLLY PARTON 
Dolly Porton 
9 new THE BEST OF CRYSTAL GAYLE 
Crystol Goyle Wormer Bros 925622! (W) 


MERLE HAGGARD SINGS COUNTRY 
10 ke 
Merle Hoggord Copdol EMS1253 (} 


CCSLPI59 (BMG! 


RCA PL89007 (BMG) 


C OALN TERY 
eTOPe20¢ 


20 February 1988 


] 2 LONE STAR STATE OF MIND 


MCA MCF3364 (F) 
Nanci Griffith 


C: MCFC3364/CD: MCAD5927 


2 3 WHY NOT ME RCA PL85319 (BMG) 
The Judds C: PK85319 
DON’T FORGET TO REMEMBER Ritz RITZLP0043 (SP) 


3 | Daniel O'Donnell 


4 9 | NEED YOU 
Daniel O'Donnell 


C: RITZLCOO43/CD: RITZCD105 


Ritz RITZLP 0038 (SP) 
C: RITZLC 0038/CD: RITZCD 104 


1 TRACES Capitol EST2048 (E) 
5 Don Williams C; TCEST2048/CD: CDP7480432 
6 4 TRIO Warner Brothers WX99 (W) C: WX99C 
Dolly Parton/Linda Ronstadt/Emmylou Harris CD: 925 491-2 
RE THE LAST OF THE TRUE... Rounder Europa REU1013 (P) 

7 Nanci Griffith 
8 10 EXITO MCA MCF 3379 (F) 
Steve Earle & The Dukes C: MCFC 3379/CD: DMCF 3379 
9 13 HIGHER GROUND Epic 4511481 (C) 
Tammy Wynette C: 4511484 


MCA MCF 3335 (F) 
C: MCFC 3335/CD: DMCF 3335 


MCA MCF3361 (F) 
C: MCFC3361 


RCA PL86484 (BMG) 
C: PK86484/CD: PD86484 


MCA MCG6003 (F) 


10 7 GUITAR TOWN 
Steve Earle 


] ] RE LYLE LOVETT 
Lyle Lovett 


] y) 18 | PREFER THE MOONLIGHT 
Kenny Rogers 


] 3 12 SWEET DREAMS 


Patsy Cline C: MCGC6003 

] 4 16 GUITARS, CADILLACS ETC ETC Reprise 9253721 (W) 

Dwight Yoakam C: 9253724/CD: 925 372-2 

] 5 17 GIVE A LITTLE LOVE RCA PL9001 1 (BMG) 

The Judds C: PK90011/CD: PD90011 

] 6 6 ALWAYS AND FOREVER Warner Brothers WX107 (W) 

Randy Travis C: WX107C 

] 7 RE LORD OF THE HIGHWAY Demon FIEND101 (P) 
Joe Ely 

] 8 8 TWO SIDES OF DANIEL O'DONNELL Ritz RITZLP. 0031 (SP) 

Daniel O'Donnell C: RITZLC 0031 

] 9 RE THEY DON’T MAKE THEMLIKE... = RCAPL85633 (BMG) 

Kenny Rogers C: PK85633 

Reprise WX 106 (W) 


20 14 HILLBILLY DELUXE 


Dwight Yoakam C: WX 106C/CD: 925 567-2 


Compiled by Gallup for the Country Music Association <¢ 1988 


i——(2)- TANYA TUCKER WITH P. DAVIS & P. OVERSTREET - 1 WON'T TAKE LESS THAN YOUR LOVE 


Mee 
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ALBUMS 


THE WORDS THAT GO WITH THE MUSIC 


JIMMIE RODGERS 
TRAIN WHISTLE BLUES 
AJA5042 


JIMMIE'S MEAN MAMMA BLUES: THE 
SOUTHERN CANNONBALL: JIMMIE THE KID: 
TRAVELLIN BLUES: THE MYSTERY OF NO.5: 
MEMPHIS YODEL: BLUE YODEL NO.4: HOBO 
BILLS LAST RIDE: WAITING FOR A TRAIN: 
BEN DREWBERRY’S FINAL RUN: MY ROUGH 
& ROWDY WAYS: BLUE YODEL NO.7: THE 
BRAKEMAN'S BLUES: LET ME BE YOUR 
SIDETRACK: THE HOBO’S MEDITATION: 
TRAIN WHISTLE BLUES. 


Eat your heart out Boxcar Willie 
cause Train Whistle Blues is an 
album mainly devoted to the 
railroad theme by the master of 
them all the late Jimmie Rodgers. 
With 16 tracks all still in glorious 
mono plus recording details and 
interesting and comprehensive 
liner notes this album is a musical, 
education and every country fan 
should own at least one J R LP. 


In recent years artists such as 
Willie Nelson have taken some 
flack over their use of jazz phrasing 
and instrumentation, but this album 
proves what many of us already 
knew... it ain’t nothing new cause a 
listen to ‘Blue Yodel No.4’ recorded 
back in 1929 finds Jimmie backed 
by C L Hutchinson on cornet and 
James Rickard on clarinet, these 
two musicians can also be heard 
on the classic train song ‘Waiting 
For A Train’ while ‘Jimmie The Kid’ 
features some superb Hawaiian 
guitar from Charles Kama. 


On other tracks such as ‘The 
Mystery Of No.5’ and ‘Hobo Bill’s 
Last Ride’ the sole accompaniment 
is Jimmies guitar providing the 
perfect foil to his raw vocal sound. 


Train Whistle Blues is an excellant 
release and Academy Sound and 
Vision, who are a new name to me 
are to be congratulated for making 
this album available to the British 
public. 


SLIM WHITMAN 
FAVOURITES 
EMI EMS 1281 


BEAUTIFUL DREAMER:! WENT TO YOUR 
WEDDING:MARGIE:| REMEMBER 
YOU:CAROLINA MOON:OH MY DARLIN (I 
LOVE YOU):JUST AN ECHO IN THE 
VALLEY:1F | HAD MY LIFE TO LIVE 

OVER: THAT SILVER HAIRED DADDY OF 
MINE:GHOST RIDERS IN THE 
SKY:EDELWEISS: TAKE GOOD CARE OF 
HER:SECRET LOVE:CAN'T HELP FALLING IN 
LOVE: WHEN YOU WORE A TULIP:YOU ARE 
MY SUNSHINE:ROSE MARIE:MR 
SONGMAN:GOODBYE LITTLE DARLIN 
GOODBYE: WHERE DID YESTERDAY GO. 


Slim Whitman probably sells as 
many records to easy listening 
fans, as he does to die hard country 
enthusiasts, so the choice of 
material on this generous twenty 
tracker should give no surprises’ to 
either faction. Indeed good ol Slim 
makes golden oldies like ‘Margie’ & 
‘| Went To Your Wedding’ sweet 
sounding enough for the average 
country fan while ‘| Remember you’ 
& ‘That Silver Haired Daddy Of 
Mine’ are easy listening enough for 
the average man or woman in the 
street. 


During his long & illustrious career 
Slim has turned a lot of people onto 
country music & | for one hope that 
he continues to do so for many, 
many years to come. 


AG & KATE 
GOOD FRIENDS VOL.1 
Strictly Country SCR 2 


THINGS IN LIFE: THE OLD COUNTRY 
PREACHER: SUNBONNET MOTHER: IF YOU 
SEE MY SAVIOUR: | AM A PILGRIM: 
SOMEBODY LOVES YOU DARLING: LONG 
CHAIN CHARLIE & MOUNDSVILLE: HIGH IN 
THE FIELDS: I'LL NEVER LET YOU WORRY 
MY MIND ANYMORE: DAMN GOOD 
FRIENDS. 


This delightful Dutch duo & their 
acoustic country music style should 
already be familiar to many of you 
as they have toured the UK 
innumerable times. 


For this 1979 recording they were 
joined by two American bluegrass 
stalwarts, Don Stover on Banjo and 
vocals, and Red Rector on 
Mandolin and vocals. Musically this 
album is excellant with some great 
picking from Don and Red plusAG 
& Kate on guitar and while A G’s 
accent may be a trifle unusual 
Kates voice is as pure as ever. 


The main complaint | have about 
the album is all the dialogue 
between tracks, it’s very interesting 
and enlightening the first couple of 
times around but after a couple of 
hearings it becomes an annoyance 
distracting one and breaking up the 
music pattern. 


My favourite tracks are ‘Sunbonnet 
Mother’ & ‘Somebody Loves You 
Darling’ both of which feature Kate 
taking lead vocals & ‘Long Chain 
Charlie’ with A G taking lead. 
Luckily this type of music remains 
almost unchanging so the 8 year 
gap between recording and 
release doesn’t really matter that 
much and instrumentals as good 
as ‘High In The Fields’ will always 
sound fresh and vibrant. 


If you can’t get this album locally 
then write to A G & Kate at Grand Ol 
Opry, 5121 PD Ryen, Holland for 
details. 


ae | | | | 


BILL GREEN 
TEXAS GREATS 
Neon Fire NF 8701 


TEXAS GREATS: CITY SLICKER HONEY: 
SOMEWHERE THERE'S A RAINBOW OVER 
TEXAS: CAJUN BABY: HE PLAYED EVERY 
HONY TONK IN TEXAS: BIG FAT MAMA: | 
DON'T KNOW WHY I KEEP LOVING YOU: 
TEXAS FIDDLES: LET'S CHEAT AGAIN: | 
HANG AROUND: PECOS BILL: TEXAS ONA 
SATURDAY NIGHT: MOTEL TIME AGAIN: 
TONIGHT I'M GOING HOME. 


If driving Texas swing music is your 
bag then grab yourself a piece 
that’s sure to please you. For 
several years Bill Green was 
closely associated with Darrell 
McCall & Johnny Bush and like 
them his music follows that hybrid 
path that crosses from rocking 
Texas honky tonk to western swing 
and back again. With driving twin 
fiddles & singing steel, this is 
guaranteed to get your toes 
tapping as you sing along toa 
bunch of tunes mostly in praise of 
the Lone Star state. Among the 
musicians credited on sessions as 
far apart as Texas & Nashville and 
ranging in time from 1972 through 
to 1982 are heavyweights such as 
Buddy Emmons, Buddy Spicher, 
Tommy Allsup and Henry 
Strzelecki along with a whole 


- bunch of names that | must confess 


mean absolutely nothing to me but 
are as deserving of credit as much 


as the aforementioned. | found this 
a truly delightful album and among 
my personal favourites are the 
mildly humorous ‘City Slicker 
Honey’, the gutsy ‘He Played Every 
Honky Tonk In Texas’ and that tale 
of matrimonial stepping around 
‘Let's Cheat Again’. 


As far as | am aware this 
Texas/Tennessee recording is 
only available from Neon Fire 
Records at Box 411, 

S-12104 Johanneshov 4, 
Stockholm, Sweden, 

Tel 08-59 55 14. 


OOOOOOO 


BUCK OWENS 
BLUE LOVE 
Sundown SDLP 055 


THE HOUSE DOWN THE BLOCK:YOU'RE FOR 
ME:DOWN ON THE CORNER OF LOVE:BLUE 
LOVE:IT DON’T SHOW ON ME:PLEASE 
DON'T TAKE HER FROM ME: THREE 
DIMENSION LOVE:WHY DON'T MOMMY 
STAY WITH DADDY & ME: WHEN | HOLD 
YOU:COUNTRY GIRL:1 WILL LOVE YOU 
ALWAYS:RIGHT AFTER THE DANCE:I'M 
GONNA BLOW:HIGHER & HIGHER & 
HIGHER. 


Buck Owens releases have been 
few & far between this side of the 
water,so it’s a great pity for me to 
find that this one is marred by the 
track listing on the back of the 
sleeve being almost unreadable. 
Blue Love is pure sixties honky tonk 
country with Fiddle, Steel & tinkling 
Piano all in support of Bucks 
lonesome voice. 


The Buck Owens/Tommy Collins 
composition ‘You're For Me’ was a 
hit for Buck back in 1963 while 
numbers such as ‘House Down 
The Block’ & Down On The Corner 
Of Love’ should also be almost as 
familiar. Perhaps not classic Buck 
Owens,but with the shortage of 
Owens material it should still pull in 
steady sales & hopefully 
encourage Magnum to release 
further albums by this man who 
almost two decades ago earned 
himself a place in the history of 
country music. 


EDDIE BOND 
CAUTION 
Magnum Force MFLP 057 


CAUTION: TRAITOR: IT’S WONDERFUL: 
ANOTHER MANS SHOES: THAT GLASS: 
WHATEVER MAKES YOU HAPPY: BEFORE 
THE NEXT TEARDROP FALLS: SOMEBODY 
THAT WON'T LIE: TIME: FREE: DEVIL IS A 
WOMAN. 


Although Eddie Bond is perhaps 
best known as a rock a billy style 
singer, he is also a great country 
stylist with a deep powerful voice. 
This album was released in the 
USA back in 1976 on Eddies own 
Tab Label but for this UK release 
one track has been added, this 
bonus is ‘Devil ls AWoman’ which 
comes from a 1978 Memphis 
recording session. 


From the driving opening track 
‘Caution’ through the semi 
religious ‘It’s Wonderful’ and the 
old Freddy Fender hit ‘Before The 
Next Teardrop Falls’ this album is 
solid country mostly in uptempo, 
catchy and happy go lucky style. 


When this album was originally 
issued the full title was Caution - 
Eddie Bond Music Is Contagious 
and it definately is and | love it. 


RUSTY WIER 
KUM-BAK BAR & GRILL 
Sundown SDLP 057 


KUM-BAK BAR & GRILL: CHERYL DOREEN: 
DAYTIME DRINKING: WONDERFUL 
TONIGHT: | KEPT THINKING ABOUT YOU: 
LOVER OF THE OTHER SIDE OF THE HILL: 
CLOSE YOUR EYES: ALIBI LIES: ALL YOU 
GIVE A DAMN IS GONE: LONE STAR LADY. 
Once again Sundown records have 
triumphed with the release of a 
great album by a relatively 
unknown Texas country/rock 
singer / songwriter. Kum-Bak Bar 
& Grill is a gutsy album of driving 
honky tonk style music with the 
majority of the songs coming from 
Rustys own considerable writing 
talent. As well as writing the title 
track which features some 


swinging fiddle courtesy of Carl 
Jackson, Rusty also penned the 
superb ‘Lone Star Lady’, the rockin 
‘All Give A Damn Is Gone’ and the 
thoughtful ‘Alibi Lies’. Other tracks 
of especial note are Rustys 
interpretation of Claptons 
‘Wonderful Tonight’ and Chuck 
Pyles ‘Lover Of The Other Side Of 
The Hill’. 


Kum-Bak Bar & Grill was recorded 
in Nashville and features some 
lively backing from the likes of 
Hargus Pig Robbins, Pete Wade, 
Lloyd Green & Jerry Kroon etc. 


If you like your country music full of 
get up and go then all | can say is 
get up and go out and get this one. 


O00 @g8oOoOoO 


@ Nashville The Moody Brothers, a 
country and bluegrass act from 
Charlotte, N.C., have completed 
recording an album for Supraphon 
Records, the Czechoslovakian state- 


performances by the Czech group Jiri 
Brabec and Country Beat and will be 
distributed in the U.S. and Western 


Europe by the Moodys’ own label, 
Lamon Records. 


@ The Moody Brothers, who 


self-contained act and as a backup 
band for George Hamilton IV, were 
nominated in 1985 for a Grammy for 
best country instrumental 
performance. 


@ Carlton Moody, a spokesman for 
the group, says the album is being 


pressed in the U.S. and West 
Germany. Called ‘Friends’ and 
orchestral music, according to 


versions of ‘Walking After Midnight,’ 
‘Gentle On My Mind,’ ‘Hey, Good 


remaining sides are drawn equally, 


Trio Plays Foreign Country 


Moodys Play With Czech Mates 


owned label. The album also features 


frequently perform in Europe both as a 


overdubbed and mixed in the U.S. and 
recorded entirely in English, the album 
is a mixture of bluegrass, acoustic, and 
Moody. It has 12 cuts, including cover 


Lookin’,’ and ‘Eight Days A Week.’ The 


Reproduced Courtesy Of Billboard Publications Inc. 


Moody says, from the Lamon and 
Supraphon catalogs of original 
material. 


@ Moody says he and his brothers, 
David and Trent, earned the Supraphon 
deal through their appearance at the 
1986 Intercountry Festival in 

Prague. Four of the songs were 
recorded at the concert and are 
included on a live album, which, 
Moody says, has sold between 80,000 
and 100,000 copies in Czechoslovakia 
alone. 


@ The new album will be marketed in 
Russia, Austria, and East Germany by 
Supraphon. Besides arranging for 
Western European distribution, Lamon 
will push the album in Czech 
communities throughout the U.S. The 
combined labels are trying to get 
preorders of 200,000 for the project. 


@ The Moodys and Brabec recorded 
the album in January at Mozarteum 
Recording Studio near Prague. The 
trio, through bookings by 
Pragokoncert, performed four concerts 
in Czechoslovakia at 1,000 - 1,200 - 
seat venues. One of the concerts was 
recorded for national broadcast on the 
‘Television Club’ show. 


@ The album is set for a July release. 
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JIM RYDER 
BY REQUEST 
ATS 1288 


THE RIDE: CHAMPION THE WONDER 
HORSE: RUBY (DON'T TAKE YOUR LOVE TO 
TOWN): LEGEND IN MY TIME: YOUR 
CHEATIN HEART: TAKE THESE CHAINS: 
MULE TRAIN: WHISKEY, WHISKEY: ME & 
BOBBY McGEE: I LOVE YOU BECAUSE: 
GYPSY WOMAN: NORTH TO ALASKA: SHE 
BELIEVES IN ME. 


Over the past couple of years Jim 
Ryder has made many friends and 
fans on the country music circuit so 
By Request is a collection of songs 
especially for those people. 
Although standards such as ‘I Love 
You Because’ & ‘Gypsy Woman’ 
both reap the benefit of the 
distinctive Ryder vocal chords the 
real meat, as far as I’m concerned, 
lies with the two D.A.C. numbers, 
on both the moving ‘The Ride’ & 
the driving ‘Whiskey, Whiskey’ Jim 
proves that his true forte is among 
the more Outlaw style of material. 


The Johnny Horton songbook is 
making a comeback of late & 
deservedly so and Jim’s 
interpretation of ‘North To Alaska’ 
well deserves its place here. A 
couple of blasts from the past ‘Mule 
Train’ and ‘Champion’ ably 
demonstrate the sheer power and 
intensity of Jims vocals while the 
romantic Ryder is well to the fore on 
the melodic and truly beautiful ‘She 
Believes In Me’. Paul Reaney on 
lead guitar captures the mood 
throughout with some neat picking 
to complement the keyboard 
artistry of ‘I J’ Jones all helping to 
make this a cassette that Jim can 
well be proud of. 


DAVE SHERIFF & 


NICKI CLARKE 
MOST REQUESTED VOLUME 3 


JUST CAN'T HELP BELIEVIN': CRY: DELTA 
DAWN: | WILL LOVE YOU ALL MY LIFE: 
NEVER ENDING LOVE: STORY OF MY LIFE: 
POWER OF LOVE: QUEEN OF THE HOUSE: 
CRAZY: COUNTRY GIRL: WALTZ ACROSS 
TEXAS: SAILOR: DEEP IN THE HEART OF 
TEXAS: FUNNY FACE. 


The overall effect of this highly 
polished and professional 
sounding ‘Gig’ tape is marred by 
the flimsy and cheap looking inlay 
card, that aside | have nothing but 
praise for this third volume of Most 
Requested from Dave & Nicki. 


Most requested Vol 3 follows the 
formula used by Dave & Nicki on 
stage with a pleasing variety of 
style and pace combining to make 
an extremely entertaining 
programme of 14 songs and 
remarkably good value for a 
measley £3. With no musicians 
credited I’m assuming that all the 
backing is down to Dave & Nicki 
themselves and a very creditable 
effort it is. 

Although many of the songs 
contained here can be considered 
‘standards’ they do not suffer from 
the over exposure recording wise 
that many of their contemporaries 
do. Most Requested Vol 3 

comes highly recommended.by 
yours truly. 


OUOO See 
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GUFFEY’S ALTERNATIVE 
COUNTY MUST 


GUADALCANAL DIARY 
2X4 
Elektra 960 752-1 


LITANY (LIFE GOES ON): UNDER THE YOKE: 
GET OVER IT: LITTLE BIRDS: THINGS FALL 
APART: LET THE BIG WHEEL ROLL: WHERE 
ANGELS FEAR TO TREAD: NEWBORN: 
WINDS OF CHANGE: SAY PLEASE: 3.AM: 
LIPS OF STEEL. 


The Marietta, Georgia band with 
the potential to become a major 
musical force revert to original 
producer Don Dixon for this, their 
third LP, which, like its 
predecessors, is frequently 
excellent and never less than 
good. In fact, the band achieves a 
greater overall consistency here 
than ever before and several 
tracks, particularly ‘Litany’, ‘Where 
Angels Fear To Tread’ and ‘Say 
Please’, come remarkably close to 
equalling the sheer brilliance of the 
earlier ‘Watusi Rodeo’. Murray 
Attaway, Rhett Crowe, Jeff Walls 
and John Poe make up a 
formidably gifted unit with a 
singularly unique sound which has 
already resulted in some ofthe best 
music around, and | suspect there 
is better still yet to come. Inthe 
meantime, this'll do nicely! 


DAVY SPILLANE 
ATLANTIC BRIDGE 
Cooking Viny! COOK 009 


DAVY'S REELS: ATLANTIC BRIDGE: DAIRE'S 
DREAM: TRIBUTE TO JOHNNY DORAN: 
O'NEILL'S STATEMENT: BY THE RIVER OF 
GEMS: SLIVERISH: THE PIGEON ON THE 
GATE: IN MY LIFE: LANSDOWNE BLUES. 


The title is perfectly descriptive of 
this nouveau-traditional 
instrumental set by Moving Hearts’ 
uilleann piper, guitarist, low whistle 
and hammer dulcimer player, 
which does indeed bridge the 
ground between rural American 
roots music, its ancestral Irish 
heritage and more modern 

forms. Davy is assisted 
throughout by British maestro 
Albert Lee (guitar, piano), with 
fellow Irishmen Christy Moore 
(bodhran), Eughan O'Neill (bass, 
guitar), Noel Eccles (percussion), 
John Donnelley (drums), Greg 
Boland (guitars), and, on three 
tracks American bluegrass pickers 
Jerry Douglas (dobro) and Bela 
Fleck (banjo, guitar), a true summit 
meeting of styles and 

talent. Producer P.J. Curtis writes 
of the Dublin sessions resulting in 
this album, “‘...l was honoured to 
witness several different styles of 
music meeting: Irish traditional, 
contemporary, bluegrass and 
country rock. They merged 
happily to find new dimensions in 
music...” | can only concur, and 
add that the merger is truly 
fascinating. 


NATHAN ABSHIRE 
PINE GROVE BLUES 
Ace CHD 217 


PINE GROVE BLUES: LEMONADE SONG: 
SUR LA COURTABLEAU: A MUSICIAN'S 
LIFE: CHOUPIQUE TWO-STEP: TRAMP SUR 
LA RUE: | DON'T HURT ANY MORE: PHIL'S 
WALTZ: OFF SHORE BLUES: SERVICE 
BLUES: MAISON LAFAYETTE TWO—STEP: 
FRENCH BLUES: LA VALSE DE BAYOU 
TECHE: LA VALSE DE HOLLY BEACH: GAMES 
PEOPLE PLAY: SHAMROCK. 


That brilliant antipodean writer 
Clive James once noted that the 
‘Englishing’ of foreign opera is 
Strictly a leg-up for getting to grips 
with the original, in which the 
language is not just inseperable 
from the melody but forms its living 
spine. Much the same is true of 
authentic Cajun music, exemplified 
here by one of its greatest 
exponents and legends, the late 
Nathan Abshire, who occasionally 
sings in English but mostly in the 
broken French patois indigenous to 
Louisiana Cajuns. These Swallow 
sides, cut between 1966 and 1970, 
depict the many influences Cajun 
music absorbed and emphasize 
just how integral country and blues 
have been to its development. Its 
compulsive music, sprightly two- 
steps and strict-tempo waltzes, 
steel guitars and fiddles weaving 
around Abshire’s voice and 
accordion, making your pants 
wanna get up and dance. It'sa 
beautiful, totally engrossing sound. 


THE BODEANS 
OUTSIDE LOOKING IN 
London / Slash SLAP 22 


DREAMS: PICK UP THE PIECES: TAKE IT 
TOMORROW: SAY ABOUT LOVE: DON'T BE 
LONELY: ONLY LOVE: WHAT IT FEELS LIKE: 
THE BALLAD OF JENNY RYE: FOREVER 
YOUNG (THE WILD ONES): SOMEDAY. 


The second offering from 
Milwaukee's finest export (not 
withstanding the brew which made 
a loser out of so many) suffers a 
little from trading off T-Bone 
Burnett's instinctively earthy 
production for that of Talking 
Heads’ Jerry Harrison. However, 
even if Sammy Llanas’ 
intoxicatingly distinctive voice is 
less Gominant than on ‘Love & 
Hope & Sex & Dreams’, and even if 
the music's enticingly raw edges 
are comparatively smoother, the 
band's tough yet tender 
romanticism retains its 
attraction. A couple of the ten 
Llanas / Numann originals are a 
mite short on spirit content, the rest 
are an acceptably stronger 70% to 
90% proof, and while the BoDeans 
have proved capable of greater 
potency, this is a tasty enough 


! tipple. 


THE DILLARDS 
I'LL FLY AWAY 
Edsel ED 246 
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THE DILLARDS 
I'LL FLY AWAY 
Edsel ED 246 


I'LL FLY AWAY: NOBODY KNOWS: HEY 
BOYS: THE BIGGEST WHATEVER: SINGLE 
SADDLE: I'VE JUST SEEN A FACE: BENDING 
THE STRINGS: PICTURES: EBO WALKER: 
SHE SANG HYMNS OUT OF TUNE: 
RAINMAKER: OLD MAN AT THE MILL: 
TOUCH HER IF YOU CAN: WOMAN TURN 
AROUND: YESTERDAY: COPPERFIELDS: 
WEST MONTANA HANNA: CLOSE THE DOOR 
LIGHTLY. 


Although, revered, the Dillards 
have never been afforded full credit 
for their pioneering field-work in 
cross-pollinating bluegrass and 
rock. Thatthey sowed the seeds 
from which Newgrass grew is 
evident on this excellent 19-track 
compilation of the bulk of their two 
finest albums, ‘Wheatstraw Suite’ 
(1968) and ‘Copperfields' 

(1970). Ranging from traditional 
songs and band originals to 
Beatles and Harry Nilsson covers 
all resplendent in lush top-grade 
“grass and bounded by rock, these 
recordings represent the Dillards’ 
most adventurous, most creative, 
most confident phase. In.other 
words they are the Dillards at their 
best, and this album is a must. 


BOBBY DURHAM 
WHERE | GREW UP 
Demon FIEND 110 


WHERE | GREW UP: SEVERAL HEARTS: | 
DROVE HER THERE: CHEAP HOTELS: YOU 
GOTTA HAVE A LICENSE: IF YOU COUNT 
GOODBYE: DANCE REAL SLOW: PLAYBOY: 
LET'S START A RUMOUR TODAY: COMIN’ 
BACK. 


Nothing short of magnificent would 
amply sum up the backings on this 
album, which is to be expected with 
James Burton, Glen Hardin, 
Jaydee Maness, Jerry Scheff, Ron 
Tutt, Bernie Leadon, Al Perkins, 
Herb Pederson and the brilliant 
fiddle playing of Doug Atwell in 
support. Oh, and Bobby Durham 
(who the sleeve proclaims as 

“*_. Keeper of the flame of the 
Bakersfield Sound - a practitioner 
of the art of honky-tonk country 
music...”) ain’t no slouch when it 
comes to singing, either. The only 
problem as | see it is that the 80's 
haven't yet happened for Durham, 
who is still firmly locked in the days 
when Haggard, Owens, Stewart 
and Collins ruled the Bakersfield 
roost, and these are the influences 
he clings to. That, of course, is 
more of a bonus than a problem to 
many, and if this cap fits, rush off 
and buy this album immediately. 


ROBBIE ROBERTSON 
ROBBIE ROBERTSON 
Geffen 924 160-1 


FALLEN ANGEL: SHOWDOWN AT BIG SKY: 
BROKEN ARROW: SWEET FIRE OF LOVE: 
AMERICAN ROULETTE: SOMEWHERE 
DOWN THE CRAZY RIVER: HELL'S HALF 
ACRE: SONNY GOT CAUGHT IN THE 
MOONLIGHT: TESTIMONY. 


An auspicious if belated debut 
under his own name for the man 
who, in cahoots with messrs Helm, 
Manuel, Hudson and Danko, led 
The Band in its constant trek of 
discovery through the American 
heartland. So long had he been 
gone, | was beginning to think he 
had been swallowed up by its vast 
wilderness, but, fears allayed, he's 
back with a vengeance, picking up 
virtually where he left off. Robbie’s 
lyrical imagery is as keen and as 
critical as ever (Showdown at big 
sky / Darkness at high noon / Kiss 
tomorrow goodbye / That day 
could be soon), his voice - never a 
feature of The Band - impressive 
and commanding. His music, too, 
is as distinctive as ever, abetted by 
Hudson and Danko, Peter Gabriel, 
the BoDeans, Lone Justice’s Maria 
McKee and Ireland's 
internationally popular country 
band, U2 - who says you can’t get 
decent help these days? There is 
a lot more that could be said about 
this album a lot more lyrics worth 
quoting, but no amount of written 
words could ever compensate for 
actual listening. Suffice it to say 
that Robbie Robertson is back, 
large as life and as relevant as 
ever! 
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Preview some 


presents of the Keal Ales 
selected for this 
COUNTRY MUSIC * Festival 


The Yetties * 
Raymond Froggatt 
The Mel Hague Band 


(Arrive) Saturday 
16th April to 
(Depart) Tuesday 


Gerry Ford 19th April 1988 
The Hillsiders 
Desperado be 
Carol Silver Band 
Spellbound Reservations 
Sandi Hart es FREE 
Nebraska 4 r~" 
Tommy Truesdale 
The Sundowners (0800) 
Wayne Bastin 222555 


Manson Grant 
& The Dynamos 
Deaf Heights Cajun Aces 
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Ext 4757 Pigs Pa 
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JUNE 10th-13th 1988 


BEACHOLME HOLIDAY CENTRE 
CLEETHORPES 
wwewwwewwew Featuring KRRRRKRwWW 


Ww Ww 
yy & Lindsey St.John x» Colorado »% The Duffy Brothers +> 


WW Clancy x Bob McKinlay & Redwing x Dillinger 
Resident DJ: lan Ashcroft 
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* Ceremonial “Trilogy” 

* Western Dance Instruction 

* Civil War Enactment 

x Desperado’s Shoot Out 

* Showcase for up & coming Artistes 
— all welcome — ring for details! * Restaurants, Shops, Amusements, 

* Western Wear & Records, etc........ Snack Bar, Chip Shop 

Touring Caravans Welcome 


Discounts for bookings over 10 persons 
4-Berth Chalets from £48.00 + VAT 
6 and 8 Berth Chalets also available 
CONTACT 0472-813102 (all lines) 


Resident Compere: Johnny Spencer 


* Sunday Market 

* Multi-Gym, Steam Room, Sauna, 
Solarium, Jacuzzi, Dance Studio 

* Swimming Pool, Tennis Courts, 
Pool, Snooker, Darts 


@ Time March-es on. Already a whiff of spring 
pervades the air, leaving little in the way of 
adverse winter weather conditions to complain 
about save the tail end of a hurricane which 
caused a few quite blustery days. Winter has 
been good to us in terms of music too, with visits 
already this year by Nanci Griffith, Lyle Lovett, 
Steve Earle, Rattlesnake Annie, Warren Zevon, 
John Cougar Mellencamp and the 

BoDeans. Maybe not too surprising in light of 
the current exchange rate, but a welcome trend 
all the same and one which will hopefully 
continue. 


@ The BoDeans, from Milwaukee, add a couple 
of March dates to their visit, Trent Polytechnic 
(14) and Manchester University (16). Their 
second album, ‘Outside Looking In’ 
(London/Slash), and the single lifted from it, 
‘Dreams’, are both in the shops now. 


@ The Hooters, whose ‘Satellite’ hovered in the 
higher reaches of the charts late last year, begin 
a UK tour at Leeds Polytechnic (28 February) 
and Nottingham Rock City (29). It extends into 
March with Birmingham Powerhouse (1), 
Newcastle City Hall (2), Manchester University 
(4), Guildford Civic Hall (5), Leicester Poly (6), 
and London Town & Country Club (7). 


@ Yet another great latter-day Texan 
troubadour, Jimmie Gilmore, mutual henchman 


of Joe Ely and Butch Hancock, visits for a short 
10-date UK tour during March. To mark the 
occasion, Demon Records will release his latest 
album, ‘Fair And Square’ (FIEND 113). 


@ Following their release proper of the excellent 
double, ‘Lubbock On Everything’ (SPD 1007/8), 
Special Delivery Records are to market most of 
Terry Allen’s album back catalogue - on the 
original American Labels - in the UK. Amongst 
them such gems as ‘Smokin’ The Dummy’ 
(Fate), from 1981, and other hitherto virtually 
impossible to obtain items. Looks as if a second 
mortgage won’t be needed after all! 


@ News from Demon is that Zippo, the only label 
ever to be named after a disposable cigarette 
lighter, is no more; naked Prey’s ‘40 Miles from 
Nowhere’ was its swan-song. Official reason for 
the lamentable decision is that Andy Childs, who 
formed Zippo, has now been made a director of 
the Demon group. Another | hear is that the 
name Zippo has become something of a generic 
term for a certain type of music, which similar but 
inferior material from other labels has been riding 
on the back of and is now erroneously associated 
with. That intimately familiar logo always 
assured good American guitar band music of 
consistently high standard and | for one will miss 
it, but I’m assured everything that would have 
come out on zippo will still be released on Demon 
itself. 


®@ The first post-Zippo product to appear on 
Demon will be Giant Sand’s third album, ‘Storm’ 
(FIEND 115), of which | just happen to have been 
given a pre-release DEMONSstration tape. The 
band seem to have settled into the middle - 
ground between their own usual mind-mangling 
explosion of sound and the comparatively 
gentler approach of leader Howe Gelb’s other 
outlet, the Band Of Blacky Ranchette. The 
winds of change, however, still carry great 
quantities of scathing Arizona grit, what might be 
termed a Giant Sand Storm, blasting through 
eleven original songs and the scorchin’est 
version of ‘The Weight’ this side of The 

Band. Strains of Brahm’s Lullabye opening the 
title track are merely the lull before the ‘Storm’, 
which continues to rage through ‘Where No 
Town Belongs’, ‘Big Rock’, ‘The Replacement’, 
‘Town Without Pity’ and ‘3 6ixes’ (‘six-pack, six- 
gun, six-strings’), then subsides somewhat for 
the remainder. A real Sand-blaster of an album. 


@ Bob Dylan has a new album, ‘Down In The 
Groove’ (CBS), ready and set for probable 
release in April. Only two of its ten tracks, 
‘Ugliest Girl In The-World’ and ‘Sylvio’, are 
originals, both co - written with Robert Hunter o 
the Grateful Dead, who also feature along with 
Eric Clapton. The rest are covers, including 
Wilbert Harrison’s ‘Let’s Stick Together’, John 
Hiatt’s ‘The Usual’ and the traditional 
‘Shenandoah’. 

@ New and upcoming singles: REM’s ‘Finest 
Work Song’, the third to be lifted from the 
‘Document’ album, with the 12 version featuring 
a specially recorded three song medley (IRS); 
‘Los Lobos’, ‘One Time One Night’ 
(London/Slash), from the Grammy Award 
nominated album, ‘By The Light Of The 

Moon’. Clive Gregson & Christine Collister’s 
‘Wouldn’t Treat A Dog’ (Special Delivery), from 
‘Mischief’, plus three new tracks. Nanci 
Griffith’s excellent ‘Outbound Plane’ (MCA), 
from the album ‘Little Love Affairs’, which is 
released on 7 March. 


WELCOME TO THE WORLD OF 


@ S.E.Rogie is a real mould-breaker, a black 
West African roots musician and singer from 
Sierra Leone whose greatest inspiration seems 
tostem from country music! Rogie calls it ‘Palm 
Wine Guitar Music,” adding, “It’s like folk music 
orblues. People sing heart to heart songs - what 
they feel. They drink a little to feel happy and 
what they drink is palm wine’”’. An excellent little 
album containing a dozen sides Rogie cut in 
Sierra Leone and Liberia from 1960 to 1969 is 
now available here via Cooking Vinyl, suitably 
entitled ‘Palm Wine Guitar Music (the 60’s 
Sound)’ (COOK 010). Drink in the S.E. Rogie 
sound and see what I mean. 


@ Eddie Bond, the country singer who also tried 
his hand at a rockabilly styling with various 
labels, including Sun, has an album of tracks 
dating from 1976/78 out on Magnum Force, 
‘Caution - Eddie Bond Music Is Contagious’ 
(MFLP 057). Like most first-generation 
rockabillies (or near enough) who reverted back 
to country when the bubble burst, Bond is time- 
locked in the sound of fifties’ country, trapped in 
the familiar Cash / Robbins / Tubb triangle of 
influences. He isn’t totally derivative of any, but 
close enough to all to only rate amongst the 
minor-league of non-originals. The music on the 
album is quite infectious, but not severly 
contagious. 


@ New and upcoming albums: The Mercy Seat 
- The Mercy Seat (London / Slash); L.A. Guns - 
L.A. Guns (Phonogram); 27 Devils Joking - 
Actual Toons (Fundamental / Red Rhino); The 
Mekons - So Good It Hurts (Sin); Lyle Lovett - 
Pontiac (MCA); Nanci Griffith - Little Love Affairs 
(MCA); George Thorogood & The Destroyers - 
Born To Be Bad (EMI / Manhattan); Brinsley 
Schwarz - Please Don’t Ever Change (Edsel); 
Various - What's Shakin’ (Edsel); The Dillards - 
I'll Fly Away (Edsel). 
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JOE ELY NANCI GRIFFITHS THE BYRDS 
Lord Of The Highway Last of the True Believers Sweetheart of the Rodeo 
FIEND 101 + CD REU 1013 ED 234 + CD + CASS 


GENE CLARK & CARLA OLSON ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL 
So Rebellious A Lover Jumpin’ At The Woodside Comin’ Right At Ya 
FIEND 89 + CD ED 169 ED 187 


JERRY LEE LEWIS FLYING BURITTO BROTHERS BOBBY DURHAM 
Killer Country The Gilded Palace of Sin Where I Grew Up 
ED 250 ED 191 + CD + CASS FIEND 110 


SPECIAL OFFER TO ALL COUNTRY MUSIC FANS: BUY ANY L.P FOR £5.50 Incl. P&P OR TWO FOR ONLY £10.00, THREE 


SHESTER GAVES B BRR SH SUSE, TREY PLAY 


EVERLY BROTHERS SLEEPY LA BEEF SKEErER DAVIS & NRBQ 
Roots Nothin’ but The Truth She Sings They Play 
ED 203 REU 1014 ») FIEND 81 
; ( 
ace 


FOR £14.00. BUY ANY C.D FOR £9.00 Incl. P&P, ANY CASSETTE FOR £4.00 Incl. P&P, NEW 80 PAGE 


DEMON RECORDS CATALOGUE FREE WITH EVERY ORDER! SEND CHEQUES MADE PAYABLE TO DEMON RECORDS LTD. 
TO: CANAL HOUSE, STARS ESTATE, TRANSPORT AVE, BRENTFORD, MIDDX, TW8 OQP. 


ADDRESS: 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP ... MARCH 1988 


®@ Nashville in spite of its musically diverse roster, RCA 
Records / Nashville began 1987 best known for its 
platinum - selling headliners, Alabama and the Judds. 
All that has changed. While those two acts still lead in 
sales, the label has broadened its base considerably by 
working Restless Heart to the gold-selling level and by 
breaking such newer acts as K.T. Oslin, Michael 
Johnson, Foster & Lloyd, and Baillie & the Boys. 


@ Oslin’s ‘80's Ladies’ debut album has sold almost 
400,000 copies, and albums by each of the other new 
acts are near or above the 100,000 level, according to 
label officials. 


@ In summarizing the label's activities for the past year 
and some ofits aims for the coming one, label 
spokesman revealed the following:- 


@ That gross sales for the Nashville division in 1987 
were up 10% over those of 1986. 


@ That in March, the label will debut a series of catalog 
compact discs that will retail for the same price as front- 
line vinyl albums and cassettes. The first title is ‘Wanted: 
The Outlaws’. 


@ That 80% of the singles released in 1987 made the 
top 10 on the country charts. 


@ That catalog sales are an important source of income 
~ not only relatively recent titles from Alabama, Ronnie 
Milsap, and the Judds but also durables from Eddy 
Arnold, Jim Reeves, Charley Pride, and Dolly Parton. 


@ With a relatively trim roster of 19 acts, vice president 
and general manager Joe Galante says he and his team 
can be more methodical in grooming each one - and in 
cutting losses for acts that don’t work out. The common 
practice, he says, is for an act and its manager to meet 

with label officials for thorough market planning before 

the act ever goes into the studio to start an album. 


@ Galante says the planning embraces artist 
development, marketing strategies, and singles 
selections - ‘all the strategies that go into putting an 
album out for the next nine months to a year. 


@ At these preproduction meetings, all the potential 
material to be recorded is reviewed. ‘Knowing what we 
have on the commercial side in terms of expectations 
and how to get these things done,’ Galante explains, ‘we 
translate that into the creative side, so there’s ameeting 
of the minds.’ 


@ Once the material has been reviewed and approved 
in preproduction, Galante adds, any of the material that 
doesn’t work out in the studio can be dropped by the 
production team without further consultation with the 
label. 


Creek for 
, GERRY 
I, FORD... 


It’s Buzzard 


Oslin, Foster & Lloyd, Help Give Label Depth 


New Acts Break Through At R 


@ Galante reports that RCA’s album budgets run from 
$40,000 to $200,000, noting that the higher figure is not 
the norm. ‘There’s no reason in this town you can’t make 
a record for less than $100,000. The best albums that 
are out there are not necessarily all digital and run 
$175,000.’ 


@ Methods developed in bringing such acts as Johnson 
and Keith Whitley to the marketplace led to the 
accelerated market acceptance in 1987 of Oslin, 
Foster & Lloyd, and Baillie & the Boys, Galante says. 
Still, he notes, the emphasis is on preplanning and 
positioning: ‘We're telling our acts that if they're coming 
in, in January to not look fora spring release - look for 
fall. That's the soonest they’re going to get out there.’ 


@ Criticism of the label’s policy of limiting all of it's LPs to 
nine cuts has been confined to songwriters, publishers, 
and other interested parties in the industry, insists 
Galante. 


@ He concedes, though, 

that there was some fear among consumers that the CD 
versions of albums would also be limited to nine cuts. In 
response, Galante says, he directed that any track cut 
from an LP be included on the CD version, a practice 
that resulted in some CDs having 12 cuts and all having 
at least 10. 


@ To RCA’s already steady diet of commissioned 
market research, Galante recently added a personal 
twist. Beginning in January, Galante, marketing director 
Randy Goodman, and national country promotions 
director Jack Weston started visiting radio stations and 
retail accounts in a specially equipped tour bus to talk to 
the people who expose and sell RCA's records. 


@ ‘The point for us,’ Galante explains, ‘was to go back to 
the streets - we have a lot of new music coming out - and 
to do one on one with the stations and accounts. We 
wantto play them our music and let them know what our 
plans are.’ The fact finding tour will continue 
periodically, he says. 


@ Galante says his travels have taught him that radio 
music directors and program directors are younger and 
‘more open (about what) kinds of music they program’ 
than they were a few years ago. He contends also that 
listenership is up among the younger demographics, 
according to information provided by the stations they 
visited. 


@ Goodman says the record stores they visited ‘have a 
cleaner look’ and continue to use less point-of-purchase 
material in their quest for the best use of space. ‘This is 
good,’ Goodman says, ‘in that stores don’t have that 
rock'n'roll look that was said to have discouraged adult 
browsers.’ Rack space is still dwindling, he says. 


TEL: (0522) 41546 


WOODHOUSE 
(PROMOTIONS) 


@ Vic Woodhouse (Promotions) 
the new Country Music agency set 
up by the ex - Hickory Lake 
bandleader is off to a flying start 
with many act's and promoters 
eager to take advantage of Vic's 
twenty years experience in the 
business and the goodwill & 
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—There are 97 clone—Judds out there. 


“Galante and Earl Thomas Conley, 


@ Galante says most of the details turned up by the tour 
were positive, but he adds that there was one important 
negative: ‘The economy is not as good as everybody 
thinks it is. If you’re on the East or West Coast, it’s 
hunky-dory. But middle America has some tough times. 
It’s also tougher for radio in these areas to make a 
dollar.’ 


@ The success of traditional country is not causing RCA 
to shift its emphasis to broadly accepted acts, Galante 
says. But he maintains that many of the label’s current 
acts, including Eddy Raven and Earl Thomas Conley, 
will soon release albums that conform to the traditional 
country format. 


@ ‘It’s the mix that's the key,’ says Galante. ‘Westillsee 
lots of holes in the musical arena. Our feeling is that we 
won't sign sound alikes. There are 97 clones of the 
Judds out there. There's no reason for that. You look for 
something that’s distinctive, and try to develop that.’ 


Reproduced Courtesy Of Billboard Publications Inc. = 
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CLUB ad 
CREWE 


Presents Country Greats 


THE ONE AND ONLY 
HIGH PRIEST OF COUNTRY MUSIC 


DAVID ALLAN COE 


In concert with his own American Roadshow 


including the multi-talented— 


BOBBY BARE :uiccon: 


Plus Liverpool's King of Country Music 


KENNY JOHNSON & NORTHWIND 


and featuring GARY-BLUE POTTER 


at 
Rolls-Royce Silver Starlight Ballroom 


Pyms Lane, Crewe 


Tammy Wynette 


S.R.O. 
at Ceasar’s 
Palace 
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® Tammy Wynette is still 
certainly advance Box Office in 
Luton, as her 8th May 88 date is 
already sold right out. 


®@ Demand is so great that 
Promoters Jeffrey & Howard 
Kruger have had to bring her 
back to the world famous 
Ceasar’s Palace in Luton for 
another date, on Tuesday 24th 
May. 


®@ Spokesman for the Kruger 

Organisation Leslie Lewis, told 
CMRU that the whole tour has 
generated great interest, and 

looks like being big Box Office 
success throughout the whole 
of the country. : 


MORECAMBE 
FESTIVAL 


eee 


®@ Arrangements for 
Morecambe's 1988 Festival are 
well under way. Acts include 
CMRU Award Winners, Carlton 
Moody and the Moody 
Brothers, Philomena Begley, 
Colorado, Spill the Beans, Stu 
Page and Remuda, lona and 
Andy, Louisiana Hellraisers. 
Spread over the four day Spring 
Bank Holiday period, the 
Festival offers a wide range to 
suit all tastes. 


For further details, contact 
Julia Waterhouse 

Festival Office Town Hall, 
Morecambe LA4 SAF 


Tel: 0524 417120 ext. 448 


Nottingham 
Spectacular 


Saturday 30th April is part 

of the “May Day” Bank Holiday 
weekend : a date when fans of 
British Country Music Acts can 
see arguably the best one day 
line up ever staged. Featuring 
many of our most acclaimed 
artists. The venue is The 
Commodore International, 
Nuthall Road, Nottingham 
which is situated on the 
outskirts of the City near 
Junction 26 of the M1 
Motorway and comfortably 
seats over 700. The Stage, 
lighting and acoustics are as 
good if not better than many 
Theatres and with Cabaret Style 
seating on three raised levels, 
the venue is ideal for staging an 
all day event such as this. 

For more details 0602 763 065 


SUNSET 
BOULEVARD 


@ The recently formed six piece band, 
featuring ex-members of the highly 
acclaimed Yellowstone Picnic Band, 
multi-instrumentalist John ‘Dusty’ 
Dunsterville, drummer Peter Haig & 
Cari Benson on bass, are now joined by 
ex-Muskrat John Smith. 


@ The band will be touring the British 
theatre & club circuit during 1988. 


@ Popular BBC Radio Scotland Country DJ / highly acclaimed performer, Gerry Ford, 
set off on another of his ‘extensive sortie’s’ South of the Border, this month, with 19 respect that goes with his track 
consecutive Concert dates. record. 


Sponsorship deals lined up, helps 
SATURDAY, 1 2th MARCH, 1 988 make realistic fee’s normally 
First House Spm - 8pm Second House 9pm -12.15am prohibitive for a six piece band. Lead 


bath tal singer Mike Shannon says ‘Sunset 
TICKETS £15 each (per house) Boulevard is a concept that we are all 


: : extremely excited about, but it would 
from: Taffy Davies, 43 Hungerford Rd., Crewe be sad if, as a six piece band, club 
S.W. Wagstaffe, 195 Broad Street, Crewe organisers were to assume they 
0270-582904 or 0270-585180) 


@ The tour, starts on the 11th March '88 at the Trinity Arts Centre, Gainsborough, 
Lincolnshire, and ends on the 31st at Harrow C.M.C. Leaving Gerry strategically placed 
to gather interviews at the Wembley Festival Event over Easter, for his radio show. 


@ Vic will also be extending his 
promotional activities by offering 
complete package shows and free 
guidance. 


@ Gerry gets full support on this Tour, from ‘Buzzard Creek’ who are a currently highly 
acclaimed Group in Scotland. 


@ See ‘Round the Regions’ coming Events for details of other dates & actual venues... 


@ He welcomes enquiries from couldn't afford to book us.” 
any promoters & club organisers, 


on (0279) 39407. 


@ More details on Sunset Boulevard, 
(0279) 39407 
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Jeffrey & Howard 
Kruger Present 


ammy 


Wrynette 


An Epic recording artist 


pms 


WITH GUEST STAR Ray mond 


Froggatt 


APPEARING AT: 
Lakeside Country Club, Frimley Green 
Central Hall Theatre, Chatham 
Cornwall Coliseum, St. Austell 
Caesar’s Palace, Luton 
St. David’s Hall, Cardiff 
Royal Albert Hall, London 
Presthaven Holiday Park, Prestatyn 
Royal Centre, Nottingham 
Ritz Theatre, Lincoin 
Theatre Royal, Norwich 
Corn Exchange, Cambridge 
Royal Spa Hall, Bridlington 
Empire Theatre, Sunderland 
The Sands Centre, Carlisle 
Sun 22nd Guild Hall, Preston 


Mon 23rd The Hexagon, Reading 
Tickets for all dates except London direct from theatre booking offices. 


BOOKINGS — LONDON DATE ONLY 
Tickets available at £12.50, £10.50, £8.50, £6.50, £4.50 (plus 50p booking fee) only by postal application to 
Kruger Organisation, PO Box 130, Hove, Sussex BN3 6QU - send self SAE and cheque. 
Telephone enquiries 0273-503001 
Credit card bookings from Keith Prowse 01-741 8989 (plus agency fee). 


Weds 4th 
Thur 5th 
Sat 7th 
Sun 8th 
Mon 9th 
Tue 10th 
Thur 12th 
Fri 13th 
Sat 14th 
Sun 15th 
Tue 17th 
Weds 18th 
Thur 19th 
Fri 20th 
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Answered by Pete Smith & Friends 


@ Jean Earle of Surrey is anxious to receive 
information concerning the Irish singer Hugo Duncan. 
Jean has written several letters, one to the Irish 
Country Music Association, but hasn't yet had a reply 
.. 'm sure some of my friends can help? 


@ Laurence Sandman of Aberystwyth is just one fan of 
the lovely Crystal Gayle to write to us for fan club 
detials ... We suggest you write to Gayle Enterprises, 
51 Music Square East, Nashville, Tennessee, 37203. 


@ John M. Cooper of Woodbridge continues to write 
most interesting and perceptive letters. It's a pity | 
cannot share them in their entirety with you. John asks 
if anyone can help with the songwriters credits on the 
Warner Brothers compilation “A Christmas Tradition”. 
John also offers his “favourite country related albums 
of 1987". Green on Red “The Killer Inside 
Me"/Forester Sisters “Perfume, Ribbons & 
Pearls’/Forester Sisters “You Again"/Kenny Rogers “I 
Prefer The Moonlight"/Various “A Christmas 
Tradition”/Jennifer Warnes “Famous Blue 
Raincoat'’/Linda Ronstadt “Conciones De Mi 
Padre”/Bonnie Raitt “Nine Lives’/Dolly, Linda & 
Emmylou “Trio”/The Cure “Kiss Me, Kiss Me, Kiss 
Me"/Warren Zevon “Sentimental Hygene”. 

| wonder what your views are? (What have | started?) 


@ Molly McKie of York cannot seem to track down the 
Tanya Tucker recording of “Molly Marlowe In No- 
Man's Land” ... Nor Can | (HELP!) 


@ The next question is not really of a country nature, 
but Judith Gerber of New York turns to us in 
desperation so how can we refuse. Judith requires an 
address for the Pete Duel Universal Friendship Club. 
Pete Duel, if | am correct, was one of the originals in 
the Tv western series “‘Alias Smith & Jones”. 

Any Information would be greatly appreciated. 


@ Pauline Kelly of County Durham would like to know 
where she can obtain “really old” Merle Haggard 
albums ... Why not try our advertisers Pauline? 


@ My thanks to Eric Coley of Oswaldthistle for the 
writers credits on the Forester Sisters album. 


@ Thanks also to Catherine Jenkins of Cavan, Ireland, 
who put our request for the T.R. Dallas fan club 
address on the air of Radio Breffni. TR's manager 
responded with this address: Ms. B. Donoghue, 
“Aisling”, Cloosisse, Moycullen, County Galway, 
Ireland. 


@ And now to those outstanding questions. What is 
that song from the 40s/50s containing the line “I'm the 
son of a sailor and the sea’s in my blood”. Current 
information on Lynda Carter (recently a mother), Diane 
Pfeifer, Sue Terry, Rose Brennan, Karla Bonoff, Steve 
Rhymer (the songwriter), Rachel Sweet and Kregg 
Nance, who sang in the movie “Motel Hell”. 


Ge C.M.R.U.COVERSTAR SS 


WILLIE BREAKS 


WEMBLEY TRADITION.. 


@ Writer of established 


The 
Frog & ‘H’ 


classics like ‘CRAZY’ and 
‘Funny How Time Slips 

Away’. Willie Nelson enjoyed 
a cult following for many years 
during which he shunned the 
‘glitzy’ and ‘schmaltzy’ sides of 
Nashville. Although always 
respected by fellow artistes 
and writers, Nelson has in 
recent years found massive 
public acceptance and plays to 
sell-out crowds in huge arenas 
throughout the world, as wellas 
appearing regularly in the 
smart nightclubs of Reno, Las 
Vegas, etc. 


®@ Inspite of maintaining his 
‘long hair, jeans, trainers and 
battered guitar’ style, Nelson is 
in the big-business league. He 
has homes in Texas and the 
Colorado mountains 

(a 3- storey Swiss chalet!) and 


property holdings which include 


a country club, a restaurant, 
recording studio and the famed 
Austin Opry House. 


@ Nelson’s ‘Fourth of July 
Picnic’ has become a notable 
annual event on the American 
musical calendar. In 1985 he 
also organised ‘Farm Aid’. 
The event included Merle 
Haggard (a co-headiliner at 
Wembley next month) as well 
as Bob Dylan, Neil Young, Roy 
Orbison, John Fogarty, The 
Beach Boys, BB King, 
Foreigner and dozens more. It 
generated over $9.5 million in 
aid of America’s financially 
stricken farmers. 


@ Nelson has for a long time 
had a legendary image with his 
European country fans, 
especially in association with 
fellow ‘outlaw’ Waylon 
Jennings - and a hard-edge 
approach to country has given 
him a wider appeal with pop 
and rock enthusiasts. 


@ His appearance at Wembley 
(Easter Monday, April 4th) will 
be only his fourth in the UK in 
twenty years (and the first in six 
years). It will also be a break 
with Wembley Festival 
Tradition as Nelson gets a 2% 
hour straight concert 
appearance. 


WILLIE NELSON C.M.R.U. COVER STAR 


ay 


“SOUNTAY Musi 


Together 
Again. 


@ The departure of lead Guitarist, 
Johnny Casswell from the 
Raymond Froggatt Band provided 
the opportunity for the Frog to 
bring back to the fold, H. Cain, his 
long time friend and musical 
advisor. 


@ The spokesman from Topas 
Music... Raymond Froggatt’s 
Management Agency, told 
C.M.R.U. ‘everyone is delighted to 
have H. Cain working with us 
again’. 

@ ‘H’ has spent the past few 
months working with Bob 


McKinlay but the general feeling 
from his camp is of goodwill! 
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TONY BEST LEISURE 
Presents 


SIX MORE GREAT EVENTS | 


APRIL 1988 


SS FIVE-STAR 
LUXURY WEEKEND 


HOLIDAY & LEISURE CLUB A FEAST OF COUNTRY 


GT. YARMOUTH 


Fri. 15th to Sun. 17th April 1988 


You are invited to join us for another All-Star Country Music Weekend at this splendid up-market 
Leisure Complex in April 1988. BOOK EARLY AS WE ARE GOING TO RE ©" _ UP. 

AND IT'S FIRST COME FIRST SFR 

Situated on the Norfolk coast just off the A12, between ~~~ 


MARCH 1988 


ALL-STAR COUNTRY MUSIC WEEKEND 


At Ladbrokes 


Sussex Coast Holiday Centre 
Middleton-on-Sea, Nr. Bognor Regis 
Fri. 18th to Sun. 20th March 1988 


FULLY INCLUSIVE WEEKEND - The price includes - Dinner on Friday Full, Full Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner on 
Saturday, Full Breakfast and Lunch on Sunday. And All Your Country Entertainment 


Host and Compere TONY BEST Proudly presents: 


COLORADO GERRY FORD 
THE NEW DUKE BOYS 
BOB NEWMAN & CAROLE GORDON 
NASHVILLE FEVER JOLENE & BARRY 
IAN ASHCROFT’S COUNTRY EXPRESS 


4 complex isa 
‘idest range of 
Sports and Leisure fac‘'* uily lives, eats 
and works 01 1g is spotless 
down to the c tourcountry 


n Saturday, 


FULLY INCLt 


Host anc 


I 
THE RAYA 


swwttvG POOL * INDOOR HEATED 
. wut * GLASS-BACKED SQUASH COURTS * 
vALUZZI * SAUNA * SOLARIUM * PUTTING GREEN * INDOOR 
BOWLING GREEN * TARGET BOWLS * 2 BADMINTON COURTS 


THE RU -—--ut BAND * PITCH & PUTT * SUPERB BARS AND LOUNGES * EVERY 
A Fantastic Weekend with AND LOOK AT THE PRICE GEORGE MUODY & COUNTRY SQUIRES CHALET IS CENTRALLY HEATED AND HAS COLOUR TV, 
* € ONLY CLOVIS DANE STEVENS RADIO, PRIVATE BATHROOM, SHOWER & TOILET PLUS TEA 
Great Company * Great Food MAKING FACILITIES. HAND TOWELS AND SOAP * FIVE-STAR 
*G C fort&’G tc try Music £54 00 1ONA & ANDY IAN ASHCROFT’S CUISINE * TOP FLIGHT COUNTRY MUSIC 
Feat VOmtor ee eee PER PERSON plus VAT COUNTRY EXPRESS ONLY £57 PLUS VAT PER PERSON 
EBL Ol Aviistes- subject to aeration ee PLUS SURPRISE GUESTS CHILDREN HALF PRICE! 


CHILDREN HALF PRICE 


21 - 28 MAY ’88 11 - 18 JUNE ’88 


2 GREAT WEEKS FROM BOURNE LEISURE IN ASSOCIATION WITH TBL 
Self-Catering in Luxury Four and Five Star Caravans. All fully-equipped with free colour T.V., toilet, shower, 
fridge, cooker, fire, fully fitted kitchen, crockery, pots & pans, blankets, hot & cold water and free gas and 


ALL-STAR 
COUNTRY MUSIC GALA WEEK 


Berwick-on-Tweed, electricity. 
A maximum of six people can be accommodated in each caravan and the price for the week includes Club 
Northumberland Membership and Admission to all the Shows. 


There will be a full programme of Country Music every lunchtime and from 6pm to Midnight each night. 
CONCERTS - DANCING - SQUARE DANCING - TRADE STANDS 


KILN PARK HOLIDAY CENTRE PONDEROSA HOLIDAY CENTRE 


TONY BEST proudly presents:- 


Joint Comperes - VIC WOODHOUSE and LINDSEY ST. JOHN Tenby, South Wales Hopton-on-Sea, Norfolk 
phates et | poutine pay goers pekscicesionel caller in the USA) KILN PARK PROGRAMME includes PONSEROSA PROGRAMME inlcudes 
(RS he ans RAYMOND FROGGATT BAND. | GEORGE MOODY & THE COUNTRY 
Dixie a ae & on Boys, Peake esti ee ce — Bobbie & Nashville Pride, NASHVILLE FEVER CLOVIS SQUIRES 
, John Aston, [of tt | & th 
Maggie & Tatrussoe Eogress, Netract Gony Ford: Bots Newman & Gaol Gordon, GEORGE MOODY & THE COUNTRY] BOBBIE & NASHVILLE PRIDE 
Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried, Country Company, Johnny. Spencer, Art Marshall, Texas Steamboat Co., SQUIRES THE DUFFY BROTHERS 


Gary Roberts, Johnny Marks, Les Close PLUS MANY MORE 


Square Dancing with RAY GODFREY RAYMOND FROGGATT BAND 
MANSON GRANT & THE DYNAMOS | Square Dancing with RAY GODFREY 


NON-STOP COUNTRY ENTERTAINMENT 11 a.m. to 2p.m. and 6 p.m. to 1 a.m. 


2 PLUS THE FULL AMENITIES AND 
ARS SSE saint te Pe beinvoramiene ¢ 2] eae 
WITH FREE GAS & ELECTRICITY PLUS MANY MORE 


FROM LESS THAN 


Optional Day-time Coach Excursions £20 per week COUNTESS CARAVAN £90 + VAT FOR THE WEEK 
er person. 
Light Hearted Sports Competitions (Based on 6 persons DUCHESS CARAVAN £85 + VAT FOR THE WEEK 


sharing) 


Generous Party Discounts Available. DEPOSIT REQUIRED - £15 PER CARAVAN 


TWO at the fabulous 
MORE 


SEPT 
At Wallis’s Holiday Supercentre 


7TH CAYTON BAY 
ALL-STAR 


fue Norbreck 
Castle Hotel 


BLACKPOOL 


ETSY AIGIC Nr. Scarborough 
GALA WEEK ON THE NORTH YORKSHIRE COAST 


Sat. 24 Sept. to Sat. 1 Oct. 1988 


Joint Comperes TONY BEST & VIC WOODHOUSE proudly present 
Britain's No.1 Country Disco\AN ASHCROFT’S COUNTRY EXPRESS 


. 5 ware Dancing featuring the talents of RAY GODFREY 
Pe aia Situated right on the sea-front at the North end of aa AGRE Ae renal el OF ENTERTAINMENT PLUS STEEL GUITAR FESTIVAL DAY 
Ss .... DINNER ON FRIDAY Blackpool's promenade, the superb Norbreck Castle Hotel FEATURING THE RAYMOND FROGGATT BAND featuring GERRY HOGAN, SARAH, ROD KING, 
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER ON SATURDAY is the venue for 3 of our country music weekends in 1988. BAe TELAT IGE RHETT GOT DRAGS ROASTER SLIM PICKINS, LINDA & ARTHUR JAMES 
BREAKFAST & LUNCH ON SUNDAY All of the 350 bedrooms have private bathrooms, colour TV, PHILOMENA BEGLEY & HER BAND, MANSON GRANT & Pry gris 
AND ALL YOUR COUNTRY ENTERTAINMENT radio, telephone and tea and coffee making facilities. THE DYNAMOS, THE DAVE BRYAN TRIO, BOB NEWMAN PLUS GREAT REUNION OF HICKORY LAKE 


& CAROLE GORDON, THE TEXAS STEAMBOAT CO., 


BOBBIE & NASHVILLE PRIDE, JOHNNY MARKS, PAUL ROGERS List of Artistes subject to alteration 
JOLENE & BARRY, BREAKER ONE-9, ART MARSHALL, PLUS THE FULL AMENITIES AND 
THE ANDREWS BROTHERS, COUNTRY COMPANY, ENTERTAINMENTS OF THE 


1ONA & ANDY, GARY ROBERTS, SHAUN MICHAEL, A SUPERCENTRE 
COMFORTABLE SELF-CATERING FROM ONLY 


FRI. 24th to SUN. 26th JUNE '88 FRI. 1st to SUN. 3rd JULY '88 
TONY BEST INTRODUCES- TONY BEST INTRODUCES- 
WESLEY PARKER (USA) PHILOMENA BEGLEY 

COLORADO RAYMOND FROGGATT 


CLOVIS NASHVILLE FEVER 

BOBBIE & NASHVILLE PRIDE COLLIER-DIXON LINE 

CIRCUIT JUDGE JOLENE & BARRY sp tenet cea eet we Sea NS £20.00 
IONA & ANDY COUNTRY COMPANY NON-STOP per person 
RICKI SYLVA IAN ASHCROFT’S Optional Day-time Coach Excursions COUNTRY ENTERTAINMENT (Based on6 people 
pe Poe Bl: pid pea Light Hearted Sports Competitions 11am to 2pm and 6pm to 1.30pm sharing a Villa or 
VIC WOODHOUSE VIC WOODHOUSE Generous Party Discounts Available EVERY DAY Caravan) 
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Send NOW for FREE Brochure containing details of all TBL Events in 1988 
: ‘Phone (0743) 236603 or write to 233 Lancaster Road, Heath Farm, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY1 3ND : 


Travis Cleans Up 
AMA Awards 


@ Los Angeles Randy Travis was 
the big winner at the 15th annual 
American Music Awards, taking all 
four prizes which he was 
nominated. Other multiple 
winners in the annual popularity 
contest - held at the Shrine 
Auditorium here Jan. 25th were 
Paul Simon, Whitney Houston, and 
Anita Baker, with two awards 
each. 


@ Travis was named favorite male 
country vocalist, while his smash 
Warner Bros. album ‘Always And 
Forever’ was cited as favorite 
country album. In addition, the 
North Carolinian’s ‘Forever And 
Ever, Amen’ was saluted as 
favorite country single and video. 


@ ‘Always And Forever’ has 
been No. 1 on Billboard’s Hot 
Country Albums chart for 31 
weeks- longer than any other 
album in the chart’s 24-year 
history. 


@ Another country giant, 
Alabama, was named favorite 
country duo / group for the sixth 


CARROLL 
BAKER’S BACK ! 


@ Winning the ‘International 
Album Of The Year’ award at the 
1986 Canadian Country Music 
Awards marked the third 
International achievement for 
Carroll Baker. 


@ The album ‘HYMNS OF GOLD’ 
which won the International Album 
Award for her also earned her a 
Gold Record in Australia earlier in 
the year and Platinum in Canada. 
In August that year, she was 
among the final nominees in the 


consecutive year. The RCA group 
is the first act to win six straight 
awards in any one category since 
the inception of the American 
Music Awards in 1974. In fact, only 
two other acts have won a total of 
six awards in any one category: 
Barbara Mandrell as favorite 
female country vocalist and Stevie 
Wonder as favorite male soul / r&b 
vocalist. 


@ Houston, who co-hosted the 
three hour ABC-TV telecast with 
Mandrell, Smokey Robinson, Mick 
Fleetwood, and the Bee Gees, was 
named favorite pop/rock female 
vocalist for the second straight 
year. She’s the first artist to win 
that key category two years 
running since Linda Ronstadt a 
decade ago. Houston also won for 
favorite pop/rock single with ‘I 
Wanna Dance With Somebody’. 


@ ALBUM: Randy Travis’ ‘Always 
And Forever’, Warner Bros.; 
SINGLE AND VIDEO: Travis’ 
‘Forever And Ever, Amen’; MALE: 
Travis; FEMALE: Reba McEntire, 
MCA; DUO/GROUP: Alabama, RCA. 


International Female Country 
Artist of the Year in Country Music 
Round Up’s annual reader’s poll. 
Carrol was nominated along with 
Dolly Parton, Janie Fricke, Reba 
McEntire and Tammy Wynette. 


@ In winning the International 
Album Award at the Canadian 
Country Music Awards, she beat 
out such notables as Alabama, The 
Judds and Kenny Rogers. 


@ In June, 1987 Carroll returned 
to England for a guest TV 
appearance with Roger Whittaker 
on a new TV series called ‘Sing 
Out’. The show ran as a one hour 
Sunday special for six weeks 
Starting in July. 


@ Carroll’s current year will see 
many more high spots, including 
appearing with Willie Nelson at 
this years Wembley International 
Festival of Country Music. Carrall 
has appeared twice before at the 
Festival, and made many friends 
so It’s a racing certainty that her 
latest Album ‘At Home In The 
Country’ will be in great demand 
following her performances. 
Carroll has selected 10 new songs 
and two classics which show 
“Baker at her Best!’ 


LOUISIANA 
HELLRAISERS 
MANAGEMENT 
DEAL 


@ One of the most exciting 
bands currently playing on the 
British circuit Louisiana 
Hellraisers, recently signed an 
exclusive management deal 
with the Merseyside Ricky 
McCabe Agency, Joe Butler 
assumes the role of Personal 
Manager, to the band. The 
move offers the prospect of 
even bigger successes in the 
years to come. 


Lindsey’s Back 


@ Popular songstress & 
musician Lindsey St. John who 
played an integral part in the 
success story of top British 
band Hickory Lake for six 
years, is coming back on the 
scene with her own band. 
Lindsey kicks off with a tour 
featuring Mark Midler from 
Canada, through May. This is 
followed by appearances at 
Harlow. Tony Best Leisure, 
Pontins & Butlins 1988 
Festivals. An offer to appear at 
the Wembley Festival over 
Easter, is a strong possibility 
being considered by Lindsey, 


The Lindsey St. John Band will 
be managed by Vic Woodhouse, 
all enquiries on 0279 39407. 


BARE ’N COE 
IN EUROPE 


DAVID ALLAN COE and 

BOBBY BARE will appear in 
Sweden, Denmark, France, 
Holland, Switzerland, Germany, 
Austria and Yugoslavia this month, 
prior to playing dates in the 
following U.K. Towns and Cities: 
Bristol, Basildon, Crewe, 


Worthing, Belfast, Lincoln, 
Croydon, Chatham & Reading. 


‘Tomorrows Mews” 
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Harlow 
Line-Up 


@ Harlow District Council Annual 
Festival, which is staged in 
pictersque Mini Hollywood Bow! 
type setting of the Town Park 
features fourteen acts. It’s a ‘Back 
By Popular Demand’ from last 
years performance, of Scotland’s 
Colorado, Gerry Ford and The 
Louisiana Hellraisers, plus, lona 
and Andy, The Lindsey St. John 
Band, Bobbie And Nashville Pride, 
The Western Rodeo Band, Sarah 
Jory, Kuy West, Spill The Beans, 
The Hillsiders. Kevin Rae-Mond 
invited back this year to repeat his 
successful fill-in spots of last year, 
wondering amongst the fans 
during change around periods and 
the whole week-end will be 
presented and compered by 
Country Musics ‘Little & Large’ Vic 
Woodhouse and Tony Best. 

@ Full details and enquiries: 
Harlow Council, Leisure Services 
Dept., Telephone (0279) 446411. 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
WEEKEND 


Kot dp 


(Situated along North Devon’s Golden Coast) 


GOLF LINKS ROAD, WESTWARD HO! N. DEVON EX39 1HD 
#2 TELEPHONE: BIDEFORD (02372) 77233 


= on 
FRIDAY 15th, SATURDAY 16th 
\ & SUNDAY 17th APRIL 1988 


Ai 


STARRING 
The Legendary Texan 


SONNY CURTIS 


(Former Member of Buddy Holly's Crickets) 


Also:- Enjoy the excellent music of 


KELVIN HENDERSON BAND 


RUSTY DOUCH & 
DENVER SPUR 


PETE ROWAN 


@ Rowan sets forth again fora 
brief U.K. excursion. And his cult 
following will ensure good 
attendances: 

MARCH:— 

28th: ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL, 
30th: ROTHERHAM, 

31st: WOMBOURNE, 
APRIL:— 

1st: BRIGHTON, 

2nd: LONDON, 

4th: MEAN FIDDLER, 


(2 NIGHTS) 


£26 


PER ADULT 
Including VAT & 2 
nights accommodation 
in self catering bungalow 
or luxury caravan. 


STEVE YOUNG 


@ Texas’ Troubador, Young 
(famous for his ‘Seven Bridges 
Road’ covered by the Eagles) last 
tour was over two years ago, so we 
assume new songs are inevitable 
along with the old favourites: 
MARCH:- 

25th: EDINBURGH, 

26th: PERTH, 

27th: SOUTH SHIELDS, 

28th: YORK, 

31st: WOMBOURNE, 
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NEWS 
FILE - 


@ The Country Music Association 
Started celebrating its 30th 
Anniversary with a gala TV Special 
filmed at Nashville's Grand Ole 
Opry House on January 7th. The 
two hour show included live 
performances by Roy Acuff, 
Alabama, Eddy Arnold, Asleep At 
The Wheel, T Graham Brown, 
Rosanne Cash, Charlie Daniels, 
Foster & Lloyd, The Gatlin 
Brothers, Lee Greenwood, Merle 
Haggard, Emmylou Harris, 
Highway 101, Sonny James, The 
Judds, Kris Kristofferson, k.d. 
Lang, Loretta Lynn, Barbara 
Mandrell, Reba McEntire, Ronnie 
Milsap, New Grass Revival, Oak 
Ridge Boys, The O’Kanes, K.T. 
Oslin, Buck Owens, Ray Price, 
Charley Pride, Restless Heart, 
Sawyer Brown, Ricky Skaggs, The 
Statler Brothers, Randy Travis, 
Tanya Tucker, Hank Williams Jr. 
Tammy Wynette and Dwight 
Yoakham. The show will be edited 
and made available to TV stations 
throughout Europe, contact CMA 
London for further information. 


SUB ZERO 
MUSIC 


P.A. & LIGHTING 
SYSTEMS FOR HIRE 
P.A. - 100w TO 7kw 
Lighting-8kw TO 30kw 
Good Service 
Competitive Prices 
Distance No Object 
Tel: (0384) 61539 


= Phu 82050 7 


Pavilion Worthing 


COUNTRY 
MUSIC 


= FESTIVAL 


AUGUST 
BANK 
HOLIDAY 
WEEKEND 


mw 


The Sensational 


DUFFY FAMILY PR eas Be 
fsanton tek FESTIVAL SHOWBAND 
famous Duffys) (Saturday Night) 
(Sunday Night) 


- The International Debut 


FRIDAY AUGUST 26 
to SUNDAY AUGUST 28 


TONY BEST * EDDIE BLACKSTONE * 

CIRCUIT JUDGE featuring Ellie Nichols 
BILL CONLON & EMERALD * DESPERADO * DOWNCOUNTY BOYS * 
FINGERS & CO * CAROLE GORDON & BOB NEWMAN * MEL HAGUE BAND 
KELVIN HENDERSON & DES RICHARDS * NICKY JAMES * 

SARAH JORY BAND * BOB McKINLAY & REDWING * BEN REES BAND 
SOUTHERN GENTLEMEN * STRANGE RELATIONS * 
THRIFT BROTHERS & EVE * TOMTRAVIS BLUEGRASS BAND * 


JOHN ASTON * 
YVONNE & NORMAN CHAMPION - * 


Series Tickets for the weekend (including Sunday Denton Lounge 
Shows) Offer BIG SAVINGS! 
£15.50 (save £5) £17 (save £5.50) £18.50 (save £6) 
Individual Tickets from £2.50 


The All British Country Music Festival 
- the original major event presenting the Best of British Country in Concert - 
Tickets held at same prices as in '87! 


+ x%, 


BOOK NOW! 


| ONE OF THE FINEST COUNTRY MUSIC EVENTS IN THE WORLD ; 


FLY WITH US... 
as we track the... 
GREAT COUNTRY 


AMERICA = 


@ For many years now Mick Green has been visiting 
Nashville and Texas on behalf of Country Music Round - Up 
and writing not only music reviews but also tourist articles 
the result of which has been many inquiries into whether it 
would be possible to organise a specialist country music tour 
specifically aimed at the readers of this paper and covering 
the more interesting places and events that he had 
mentioned. 


@ Two years ago we got together with Mick and tried to put 
such a tour together and the first problem we met was not 
what we should include but what we could afford to leave 
out. Obviously Nashville was of vital interest to country 
music fans but so was Texas and Mick went away with a brief 
to try to tie the two together in one tour that would cover as 
many of the aspects country music fans would want to see 
that could be fitted inside a two week holiday without leaving 
those going, totally exhausted and financially destitute. 


@ Mick presented his ideas and then we had another 
problem, the format idea was that certain events, he felt 
were absolute musts and value for money, would be included 
in the total overall price but others would be optionable 
extras because we did not want anyone to pay for something 
they did not want to see. We also wanted to keep the group to 
a manageable level and felt that 100 would be the absolute 
maximum. This meant that major tour operators were not 
interested at the price we had in mind and the smaller ones 
did not seem to have the expertise and experience to handle 
the complex nature of what we were attempting to do, so 
because last year we were not certain we put our plans aside. 


@ Late in 1987 Mick meta travel agent who makes his sole 
living out of putting together small, individually tailored 
tours to suit specific requirements and has had a lot of 
experience in the American market and last year looked 
into the feasibility of the tour we planned for you and has 
come up with a price that seems very competitive and we are 
proud to announce that this will now take place in October 
1988 with Mick Green as your host on the trip. 


Sr 
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gOUTHFORK RANG, 


MUSIC TRAIL OF 


@ Why October? Well the first reason is that two of the 
main events we wanted to cover only take place at that time 
of the year. The second was that a two centre holiday in 
Nashville and Texas in the height of the season would be 
much more expensive to put together. The final reason is 
that the weather is still normally lovely that time of the year 
(particularly Texas) and not the hot, uncomfortable sticky 
humidity that can wear Brits out in summer. A bonus, of 
course, is that it gives you an extra couple of months to save 
for your country music trip of a lifetime. 


What you see is what you get! 


@ And the first place you will see as you land on the 
afternoon of Friday, October 7th will be Houston Texas, 
Staying overnight with an optional visit to Gilley's Club... 
then Saturday moming visit NASA Lyndon B Johnson, 
Space Centre. Saturday fly to Nashville... 


@ Apart from Fan Fair week this is probably the busiest 
weekend of the year for Nashville because it is the birthday 
week of the Grand OI’ Opry, but itis an industry city and much 
of the activity is purely for the music makers but the spin-off 
usually is that there are plenty of shows going on around 
towns at that time. 


@ we have simply allowed time for you to settle into your 
room and then we have laid on a quiet welcome party 

but the more hearty among you should visit the Hall of 
Fame and RCA’s Original Studio B where so many famous 
songs were first recorded. Cameras are a must because you 
can take pictures in the studio sitting at the same piano orin 
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front of the same mikes as so many stars. This will be an 
easy introduction to Nashville because both places are 
within a couple of minutes walk of your motel. ... 

also gives you a chance for more pictures because we visit 
the Ryman Auditorium, the home of so many thousand of the 
early Opry broadcasts. You will be able to sit on the hard 
wooden seats, see the cramp 

conditions back stage 

and have 


your photograph taken behind those famous big WSM 
microphones. Entrance fees to all three attractions are 
included in the overall cost of the tour. 

we suggest you then just browse around the adjacent 
shops to the motel because they specialise in virtually 
nothing but country music matters. 


@ Ona Saturday evening in Nashville there is really only 
one thing you can do... visit the Grand Ol’ Opry where the 
famous country music radio programmes have been 
broadcasting from for more than 50 years and the format is 
very similar to what it has always been, so though it may now 
seem a trifle old fashioned it is probably the biggest tradition 
in country music. Originally we were not going to include 
tickets in the tour price but because they are so difficult to get 
at late notice we have decided to give you time for your 
evening meal then take you by bus to the second house on 
Saturday evening. After the show your own bus will take you 
back to your motel. 


@ Sunday morning sees you with an option. We suggest 
that you skip breakfast but take brunch at the Opryland 
Hotel. The oppulance and the choice of food has to be seen 
to be believed, you can eat as much as you like and all on 
offer is of excellent quality. We thoroughly recommend it 
and will be arranging for the bus to take you before going on 
to a day at Opryland the entrance fee of which is included in 
the tour cost. A shuttle service will be run by the bus for 
those choosing to skip brunch and go straight 

there. Opryland itself is a full day event, in fact we doubt if 
you’ ll see it all in a day because there are at least five 
musical shows plus a host of free rides of every description. 


@ Sunday evening we have left free for you to choose where 
you want to go, there is a lot of choice: The Stockyards, 
Nashville Palace, Printer’s Alley or the smaller bars. We 
will also be trying to find out in advance if a major star is 
appearing at the Music Village Theatre and, hopefully, let 
you know in time to get tickets. 


@ Monday and you pay your money and you make your 
choice. We will be running our bus around the various 
places of interest like the museum’s and showplaces put on 
by stars like, Johnny Cash, Conway Twitty, Marty Robbins, 
Ferlin Husky, Bill Monroe, The Bluegrass Hall of Fame, or 
then again you may wish to visit the Hermitage which was a 
plantation before the Civil War and was the home of General 
Jackson who is credited with having thrown the British out of 
America and mentioned in the hit song Battle of New 
Orleans, he also, of course, went on tobe President. Another 
choice you might choose to make is a relaxing riverboat 
cruise up the Cumberland River. 


@ Whatever choice you make you will not be able to fit it all 
in and so we suggest you start Monday evening by watching 
the television. No we have not gone mad! This is the 
evening that the CMA Awards go out live on national TV and 
is country music's biggest night of the year. It will not be 
possible to get you tickets but you can catch all the action as 
it happens and the rest of the night is your own. 
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@ Ifithas seemed a bit hectic so far we move on Tuesday 
morning. Atthe time of writing the definate schedule cannot 
be finalised but if Dollywood is still open we will drive the 
200 miles to the Smokey Mountains spend a night unwinding 
and trying to find some traditional music before spending the 
whole next day in the music-based theme park run by Dolly 
Parton. If the park is closed we will drive 200 miles in the 
opposite direction to Memphis where you will be able to visit 
Elvis Presley's home Gracelands and Mud Island. Entrance 
to either Dollywood or Mud Island will be included in the tour 
cost. 


@ On Thursday, October 13, we leave Tennessee and fly to 
Dallas / Fort Worth and book you into your hotel for the next 
four days, we hope to be able to arrange a welcome to Texas 
with a meal at a typical restaurant with country music but 
Thursday night is traditionally a quiet night of the week but 
you could opt for an evening at the Longhorn Ballroom or 
sample the more local entertainment bars like the White 
Elephant but we advise you not to make too much of a night of 
it because... - 


@ Friday, October 14, sees us at the Texas State Fair all day 
and most of the evening if you wish to stay. This is America’s 
biggest State Fair and the entrance fee is included in the tour 
price. There are usually two separate stages featuring 
country music often with major stars, stages featuring other 
music like rock ‘n’ roll, a circus, an ice show and so much 
more. Most of the entertainment is free but some special 
events you pay for. A unique opportunity for Brits to see what 
State Fairs are all about. 


@ Saturday we have left free for you to visit the Stockyards 
and downtown Fort Worth and if there is enough interest we 
will run the bus to Southfork Ranch where Dallas is 

filmed. In the evening we give you the choice to see both 
ends of the country music scene in Texas, we will run the bus 
to the Grapevine Opry, which presents music in the traditonal 
manner, for their 6.30 show and this will allow you plenty of 
time to get back to Fort Worth for the headliner appearing at 
the world’s biggest honky tonk Billy Bobs’ -- you can do 
neither, either or both. 


@ We feel that no trip to Texas will be complete without at 
least a day ona ranch so we have included in the tour cost all 
day Sunday at Texas Lil’s Diamond A Ranch. You will be 
able to ride, take a hayride, enter games, swim, fish or just 
relax in the bar. There is also a western show and a 
barbeque, and if you’re looking for western boots Justins is 
just close by. 


@ Monday sees us taking the bus to the capital of Texas, 
Austin, where you can visit the city in the afternoon and check 
out the entertainment on 6th Street or perhaps take a cab to 
the Broken Spoke. 


@ Tuesday we move on for the last three days of our stay at 
San Antonio a city that has so much to offer and where it will 
be easy for you to get around independently. Depending on 
the size of our party we might organise a party at the Pearl 
Brewery on the first night and we will definately lay on in the 
tour price a morning visit to the Lone Star Brewery but the 
rest of your three days will be left to you to visit the Alamo, 
The Texas Museum, The Riverwalk and so much more. 


@ Friday, October 21, unfortunately sees us taking the bus 
back to the airport with only a final shopping stop on the way, 
and you will finally arrive home in Britain on Saturday 
morning, hopefully agreeing with us that it has been a 
country music fan’s dream trip. 


@ Mick Green will be personally visiting all the places on 
the tour during June and July and everyone going will be 
given a fact sheet of each city we visit with various 
suggestions for what you might like to see and this 
information will be updated verbally once we arrive at each 
place. Mick will also try to get as much advanced 
information as possible regarding any show by major stars 
while we are in town and try to arrange tickets for those 
wishing to go. 


@ You will have noticed that much of the entertainment is 
included but you should budget for those ‘free’ nights and 
shows you might like to attend, in addition although the 
overall price includes flight, bus transport and hotels it does 
not include meals. 


@ We may have been able to cut a few corners and made it 
appear a little cheaper but we are of the opinion that there is 
no point going on a trip like this and coming back regretting 
that you missed major events you would have liked to have 
seen so we hoped we have planned a tour that gives value for 
money and gives you the security of travelling with a group 
and yet has still left you plenty of individual choice. 


@ Finally we must stress, if 30 people book, the tour will 
DEFINITELY take place but under no circumstances will we 
be able to take more than 100, so the decision is now yours. 


; The above schedule is approximate and alterations to timetable will be necessary to fit everything in. — 


— £985 — 


7th-21ist 
Oct' 8s 


For more details please send an S.A.E. to:- 
C.M.R.U. Publishing Company, 

286/287 High Street, 

Upper Precinct 

LINCOLN 

LN2 1AL 


(Please mark your envelope 
“American Music Trail’) 


(heen renee 


at the INVERNESS 
INDOOR BOWLING CENTRE 


Fri. 22nd - Scottish ’n’ 
Country Night 
Sal. 23nd - Afternoon Concert 
Evening Buffet Dance 
Sut. 24t-Afternoon Concert 
Evening Dance 


ARTISTS APPEARING 
TOMPALL GLASER and 
his AMERICAN BAND 
‘PHILOMENA BEGLEY & 
SHOTGUN 
The Cotton Mill Boys - Clovis 
Jolene & Barry - Dave Sheriff 
& Nicki Clarke - Gerry Ford & 
Buzzard Creek - Manson Grant 
& The Dynamos - Sarah Jor y 
West ‘n’ Elliot - The Ruby Rendall 
Band - John C. King Family Band 
Country Company - Duke Boys 
Maggie & Tennessee Express 


Gambler - Stetson 
ACTS LISTED SUBJECT TO ALTERATION 


FESTIVAL 


Os & 
Sg %, 
3, é 
[ @ ) 
< 5-DAY 
E s. 


(4-NIGHT) 


COUNTRY 
HOLIDAY 


FROM 
22nd to 26th July 


* All Festival « 
Activities (Day and Evening) 
* Cruise on Loch Ness * 

(Live Entertainment) 

* Tour of Colorado Country * 
* Special Lunch at Granny’s « 

Heilan’ Hame 
* Tours Around the Highland «x 

Area including Dunrobin 

Castle 
* Optional Extra Night at « 
Inverness C&W Club 


* AND MUCH, MUCH MORE x* 


For Festival Tickets only 
contact Anne on (0463) 221268 


}) A Highlands and Islands 
Development Board Project 


HOLIDAY PACKAGE which includes B&B accommodation, 
tours and transport, all admissions to above activities, etc 


for only £119 pp (excluding transport to and from Inverness) 


Extra Night Supp. £1 4 For full details write to 
Highland Insight Holidays - PO Box 60 - Inverness - Tel. (0463) 220414 


FESTIVAL AT 
PRESTHAVEN SANDS HOLIDAY PARK 


FEATURING THE 


Tammy Wynette 
SHOW 

The Holiday Industry's No. | Country Music Festival takes 
place at Haven Holiday's lively holiday park at Prestatyn in 
North Wales on 7th May with a full week of Country and 
Western entertainment and fun. 
Choose from our luxury self catering log cabins, caravans, or 
bungalows with prices ranging from just £64 (ex. VAT) for a 4 
berth caravan to £94 (ex. VAT) for a log cabin. 
With shops. restaurant, takeaway. heated swimming and fun 
pools. clubs. bars and games room on your doorstep you'll 
want for nothing. 


¥* 4 4 ALLSTAR LINE-UP * ¥ ¥ 


Your hosts for the week will be Tony Best and Keith Manifold introducing you 
to our Special Guest. Tammy Wynette + visiting Bands including: 


The Raymond Froggatt Band ¢ The Collier-Dixon Line 
¢ Spill the Beans * Lazyacre Country Roadshow ¢ 
Nashville Fever © Bob MCkinlay © Iona and Andy 

® Circuit Judge © West Virginia © Johnny Spencer 


PLUS many other top acts in 3 first class 
| shows each day. 


For full details send to Name 
Presthaven Sands _ Holiday 
Park, Gronant, Prestatyn, 
Clwvd, North Wales or call us a POSICOUE 
on 0745-66471 


Address 
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“PINKERTONS — 
ASSORTED 
COLOURS” 


a a0) / TA 
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Telephone: (0491) 671912 
“IN CONCERT” 


EUROPES No.1 FEMALE 
COUNTRY SINGER 


SUSAN McCANN 


TOP IRISH FOLK & 
COUNTRY ARTIST 


JOHNNY McEVOY 


MEMBERS OF THE UNFORGETTABLE 
ALL PRIESTS HOLY ROADSHOW 


FR JIM (JOHNNY CASH) MURRAY FR. EAMONN (THE HIl.ARIOUS) COTTER 
FR. ANDY (ANDY, STEWART) SHEAHAN FR. TONY (ELVIS PRESLEY) WALSH 
AND THE EXTRAORDINARY FR. MICHAEL CLEARY 


FEBRUARY 

26th New Brighton, Pavilion 

27th Manchester, Free Trade Hall 
28th Aberdeen, Capito! 

29th Airdrie, Town Hall 


MARCH 

Ist Glasgow, City Hall 

2nd Motherwell, Civic Centre .. 
Carlisle, Swallow Hilltop 
Coventry, Warwick University 
Oxford, Apollo 
Wimbledon, Wimbledon Theatre 
Birmingham, Town Hall 
Hayes, Beck Theatre 
Derby, Assembly Rooms 

10th Blackburn, King George’s Hall 

11th Bristol, Colston Hall 

12th Leicester, De Montfort Hall 

13th Reading, Hexagon 

14th Northampton, Derngate Centre 

15th Dartford, Orchard 


041 227 5511 
0698 67515 
0228 29255 

0203 417417 


021 236 2392 
01 561 8371 
0332 369311 


19th Wembley, Conference Centre 
20th Dunstable, Queensway Hall 
21st Norwich, Theatre Royal 


TICKETS £4.50 . £5.50 . £6.50 


01 902 1234 
0582 603326 
0603 628205 


NOW BOOKING 


ENQUIRIES (0788) 79431 
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First out of the 
Post Bag of All 
Correct Entries was 
Mr. D. Winters 
Grangemouth Road 
Coventry 


Congratulations Mr. Winters, 
we will be sending you 
the Album Selection courtesy 
of MCA Records 


1. Kris Kristofferson 
2. Kenny O'Dell 


3. Sandy Theoret aka Sandy 
Mason. 


4. Hank Williams 
5. Jack Clement 

6. Leon Payne 

7. Shel Silverstein 
8. Roger Bowling 
9. Tex Owens 

10. Merle Haggard 
11. John Prine 

12. Reba McEntire 
13. John Anderson 
14. Randy Travis 
15. Mel Tillis 


Competition ie Q 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND Up 


286/287 
HIGH STREET, 
LINCOLN. 


All entries must be received by 


28th March. 
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16. Terry Allen 

17. Jimmy Driftwood 

18. Gary P Nunn 

19. Waylon Jennings 

20. Guy Clark 

21. Little Ginny 

22. Cousin Jody 

23. CW McCali 

24. Hank Wangford 

25. Cristy Lane 

26. Liz Anderson 

27. Lacy J Dalton 

28. Cliffie Stone 

29. Sue Thompson 

30. Ray Stevens 

31. All Red Steagall Albums 
32, All Canadian 
33. Members Of The Vagabonds 
34. All Cousins 


35. All Members Of Sawyer 
Brown 


36. All Members of Beverly 
Hillbillies 

37. All Were Coon Creek Girls 

38. All Members Of Exile 

39. All Members Of The Gully 
Jumpers 


40. All Members Of New Grass 
Revival 


Butlins 


HOLIDAY ge 
WORLDS 


Beer Festival 
“STARRY EYED COMPETITION’ 


Pictured opposite are the eyes of a 
very well known Country Artist. To 
win yourself a free self-catering, 
3 day Holiday Break (standard 
chalet), with a difference at 
Butlin’s Wonderwest World, Ayre, 
Scotland 16th - 19th April '88... 
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41. Memphis Tennessee 
42. Palestine Texas 


43. Maud Oklahoma 

44. Houston Texas 

45. Marshall Arkansas 

46. Promised Land Arkansas 

47. Augusta Georgia 

48. Atlanta Georgia 

49. Nashville Tennessee 

50. Ralls Texas 

51. lona & Andy 

52. Wes McGee 

53. Frank Yonco 

54. Paul Wheater 

55. Ron Ryan 

56. Ned Porridge 

57. Brian Maxine 

58. Little Ginny 

59. Sarah Jory 

60. Kelvin Henderson 

61. I'd Rather Stay Home 

62. Together Again 

63. My Name Is Mud 

64. Song For Jenny 

65. Sometimes You Just 
Cant Win 

66. Finally 

67. I've Been Everywhere 


OO 
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All you have to do is name the artist. 


Send your entries marked ‘Starry 
Eyed Competition’ to the C.M.R.U. 
Offices (address, at bottom left of 


this page). 


@ Knock, Knock... Who’s There’?... 
Sue... Sue Who?... Sue E Side... 


Yes | know it’s corny but so are the song titles 
in this month’s problem. What you need are the 
artists who recorded the undermentioned 
‘classics’ from the grid, remember it’s up, 
down or across either way or diagonally to find 
the purveyors of these Pearls of Wisdom. 


The song titles you need the artists 
for are as follows: 


1. I've Never Gone To Bed With An 
Ugly Woman. 
2. The Interstate Is Coming 
Through My Outhouse. 
3. My Name Is Mud. 
4. May The Bird Of Paradise Fly 
Up Your Nose. 
5. Don’t The Girls All Get Prettier 
At Closing Time. 
6. You Can't Roller Skate In A 
Buffalo Herd. 
7. Hot Rod Surfin’ 
Hootlebeatnanny. 
8. She Got The Goldmine | Got 
The Shaft. 
9. You're The Hangnail In My Life. 
10. Brown Paper Sack. 
11. My Head Hurts, My Feet Stink 
And | Don't Love Jesus. 
12. The Night Miss Nancy Ann's 
Hotel For Single Girls Burnt 
Down. 


13. I'm Tying The Leaves So They 
Won't Come Down. 

14. Boy Named Sue. 

15. You Can't Have Your Kate And 
Edith Too. 

16. Sahra Cynthia Sylvia Stout 
Would Not Take The 
Garbage Out. 

17. Til l’m Too Old To Die Young. 

18. Who Ever Turned You On 
Forgot To Turn You Off. 

19. Who Wants A Slightly Used 
Woman. 

20. You Make My Plants Want To 
Get Up And Dance. 

21. Common, Broke Elastic, Rotten 
Cotton, Funky Fuzzy, White 
Sock Blues No.2. 


22. Don't Let The Doorknob Hit You. 
23. Between Lust And Watching 
TV. 


24. Store Bought Teeth. 

25. I'm A Truck. 

26. Rolaids, Doan’s Pills And 
Preparation H. 

27. The Laurence Welk, Hee Haw, 
Counter-revolution Polka. 

28. Peel Me A Nanner. 

29. Too Old To Cut Mustard. 

30. Don't Monkey With Another 
Monkey's Monkey. 

31. I'm My Own Grandpa. 

32. He Dropped The World In My 
Hands. 

33. Bringing Home The Bacon. 

34. Charley's Pride & Johnny's 
Cash 

35. The Coo Coo Bird. 

36. The Democratic Donkey Is In 
His Stall Again. 

37. Old Age Pension Check. 

38. Tom Cat And Pussy Blues. 

39. Ground Hog Rootin’ In My Back 
Yard. 

40. You're Never Too Old For 
Young Love 

41. Goo Goo Dada. 

42. Let's Fall To Pieces Together. 

43. In The Good Old Days When 
Times Were Bad. 

44. Lust Affair. 

45. Out Of My Head And Back In My 
Bed. 

46. Purple People Eater. 

47. The Red That We Want Is The 
Red We've Got (In The Old Red 
White And Blue). 

48. Who's Gonna Mow Your Grass. 

49. B.B.Q. & Foam. 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO00O 
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January 
Wordsearch 


Answers were:- 


1. Johnny Bond, 2. Patsy Cline, 3 
Spade Cooley, 4. Vernon Dathart, 5. 
Rabon Deimore, 6. Alton Delmore, 7. 
Red Foley, 8. Johnny Horton, 9. Tex 
Ritter, 10. Moon Mullican, 11. Gram 
Parsons, 12. Riley Puckett, 13. Carter 
Stanley, 14. David Akeman, 15. Sara 


Carter, 16. Ralph Peer, 17. T Texas 
Tyler, 18. Warren Smith, 19. Jimmy 


Wakeley, 20. Wynn Stewart, 21. 


Henry Whitter, 22. Milton Brown, 23. 
Jimmie Rodgers, 24. Harry Choates, 
25. A.P. Carter, 26. Leon Payne, 27. 
Sam McGee, 28. Dorsey Burnette, 29. 
Jud Strunk, 30. Scotty Wiseman, 31. 
Junior Samples, 32. Paul Howard, 33 


Don Reno, 34. Jimmy Gateley, 35. 


Merle Watson, 36. Rick Nelson, 37. 
Carmol Taylor, 38. Wendy Holcombe, 


39. Kenny Price 
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Winner 


Brian Dennis 
Lowden Road 
Edmonton N.9. 


receives an album 
of the Editors choice 
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SPECIAL GUEST: 
Mary Duff. 


FEBRUARY: 

THU 25th DUNDEE WHITEHALL THEATRE 
FRI 26th CARLISLE SANDS LEISURE CENTRE 
SAT 27th HULL CITY HALL 

SUN 28th NEW BRIGHTON FLORAL PAVILION 
MARCH: 

TUES ist CORBY FESTIVAL HALL 

WED 2nd CHATHAM, CENTRAL HALL THEATRE 
THU 3rd TELFORD OAKENGATES TOWN HALL 
FRI 4th OXFORD APOLLO THEATRE 

SUN 6th BRISTOL COLSTON HALL 

MON 7th WORTHING PAVILION THEATRE 
TUES 8th SOUTHEND CLIFFS PAVILION 

WED 9th READING HEXAGON THEATRE 

THU 10th LINCOLN RITZ THEATRE 

FRI 1ith CROYDON FAIRFIELD HALL 

SAT 12th PAIGNTON DEVON COAST HOLIDAY VILLAGE 
SUN 13th WIMBLEDON WIMBLEDON THEATRE 
MON 14th WINDSOR BLAZERS 

TUES 15th WINDSOR BLAZERS 

WED 16th DERBY ASSEMBLY ROOMS 

THU 17th LONDON NATIONAL 

SAT 19th CORNWALL CORNWALL COLISIUM 
SUN 20th BOURNEMOUTH PAVILION THEATRE 
TUES 22nd GUILDFORD CIVIC HALL 

THU 24th MANCHESTER APOLLO THEATRE 

FRI 25th STOKE VICTORIA HALL 

SAT 26th HATFIELD FORUM 

SUN 27th IPSWICH CORN EXCHANGE 

TUES 29th LONDON THE THATCH 

WED 30th LONDON THE THATCH 

THU 31st LONDON THE THATCH 

APRIL 

FRI 1st LONDON THE THATCH 

SAT 2nd WEMBLEY COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL 


LOOK OUT FOR DANIEL O’DONNELL 
TOP TEN ALBUMS: 
1. ‘DON’T FORGET TO REMEMBER’ LP 0043 


Also available on cassette LP 0043 
Compact Disc CD 105 

2. ‘| NEED YOU’ LP 0038 oe 
Also available on cassette LC 0038 J 
Compact Disc CD 104 
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Book Your Canadian 
Country & Western 
Jamboree Tour 
July, 1988 


on your Stetson for the world- For more information on 
D famous Calgary Stampede, Saskatchewan attractions, contact 
mountupforatrailridethrough Saskatchewan House, 16 Berkeley 
the majestic Rocky Mountains at Street, London, S1X 5AE, 
Banff, and then settle in forthe top phone 493-9949, 
names in country music at the Big Or, Tourism Saskatchewan, 
Valley Jamboree, where proceeds Dept. BV, 2103 - 11th Ave., Regina, 
go to charity and recent performers Saskatchewan, Canada S4P 3V7, 
include Randy Travis, George ;' phone 
Jones and Lacy J. Dalton. It’s one 
of North America’s hottest musical OEOT G06) 787-2300 
events, and it’s all outdoors in 
sunny Saskatchewan's legendary 
Qu’Appelle Valley, at the heart of 
the Canadian prairie. Enjoy the 
special hospitality and service on 
your flight by Air Canada. 


To book your tour, contact Peregrine 
Associates, 422 Upper Richmond 
Rd. W., East Sheen, 

London SW14 7JX, 
phone 01 392 1437 


Shine or 
AIR CANADA Soskaichewan 


JOIN THE ETERNAL OPTIMISTS WHO BELIEVE IN 


BRITISH COUNTRY MUSIC 


AT THE 


COMMODORE INTERNATIONAL 


NUTHALL ROAD NOTTINGHAM M1 JUNCTION 26 
INA 


12 HOUR SPECTACULAR 
SAT. 30TH. APRIL 


AFTERNOON SHOW 12 NOON TO 4.45 P.M. LIMITED TICKETS £4.50 
INTERNATIONAL SINGER SONGWRITER 


RAYMOND FROGGATT 
AND HIS BAND 


THE LEIGH STERLING BAND 
SHACKBAND 
ADEYS HARDWARE COMPA NY 


EVENING SHOW 6PM TO MIDNIGHT LIMITED TICKETS £5. 
BRITAINS NO.1 BAND 


COLORADO 


KENNY JOHNSON AND NORTHWIND 
THE DUFFY BROTHERS 
PETE NADEN BAND 
DILLINGER 


HOT FOOD LARGE CAR PARK 
ALL DAY TICKETS £7. 
POSTAL APPLICATIONS send CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER PLUS 


SAE. TO PETE GRIFFIN 71, BECKLEY ROAD, BROXTOWE, NOTTINGHAM NGB8 6GX. 
Telephone No. 0602 763065 


@ Peter Rowan’s full and varied career has found him wearing several 
different musical hats, all sporting a profusion of self-customized trimmings 
but fashioned basically on traditional designs. Whether based in folk, 
bluegrass, rockabilly, straight country, blues, Tex-Mex, Irish ballads, 
progressive rock, or various conglomerations of each, he has continually 
created innovative strains which appeal to traditionalist and modernist alike. 


@ Like most of his generation Peter devoted his teens to rock'n'roll, playing 
guitar with a local Boston, Massachusetts band until an introduction to the 
thriving Cambridge folk scene turned his attention to more traditional forms 
of music. He mastered several acoustic instruments and worked in groups at 
Boston’s Hillbilly Ranch prior to teaming up with Bill Keith and Jim Rooney, 
simultaneously performing as a duo with Joe Val. 


@ In the mid-sixties, Rowan played a local date with Bil! Monroe and was 
invited to Nashville to become a full-fledged Bluegrass Boy, staying with 
them for a two-year stint which he claims was an enormous influence on his 
development. He left in 1967 in order to pursue his own musical directions, 
joining David Grisman (mandolin), John Nagy (bass) and Paul Dillon 
(drums) in the formation of Earth Opera, an acoustic / electric outfit 
experimenting with fusions of tradition and rock. 


@ Never has the confluence of traditional bluegrass and country rock 
Earth Opera cut two albums for Elektra Records, the second and most 
sought after of which, ‘The Great American Eagle Tragedy’, is currently 
reissued by Edsel Records (ED 215). Although rather eccentric, even for the 


madly experimental late-sixties, the band was traditionally rooted but would 
suddenly shoot off at a tangent, creating near transcendental excesses and 


indulgent, often lengthy arrangements. | felt my 18 year old import single of 
the title track was excessive at just over seven-minutes, but here it extends 
to almost eleven and, although shorter by comparison, ‘All Winter Long’ and 
‘It's Love’ similarly suffer from long, drawn out instrumental passages. 


@ The shorter tracks stick more closely to tradition, with just minor diversions 
which give the band a singular and generally more appreciable sound. All 
but one song - ‘Alfie Finney’, by Dillon - were written by Rowan and ‘Home 
To You’, ‘Sanctuary’, ‘Mad Lydia’s Waltz’ and the Beatle beat / folk rock mix 
on ‘Roast Beef Love’ are indicative of later creativity, while his vocal style is 
already identifiable but not as distinctive. Not all that Earth Opera attempted 
during its brief lifespan worked, but the music was always creative and 
sometimes enjoyable. 


@ Following a sojourn with the moderately successful West Coast rock 
band, Sea Train, Peter teamed up with Jerry Garcia of the Grateful Dead, 
David Grisman, John Kahn and Vassar Clements for a one-off project they 
called ‘Old And In The Way’. In the same year, 1973, Rowan again 
combined with Grisman and Kahn, plus old pals Bill Keith, Richard Greene, 
John Guerin and - just prior to his tragic death at the hands of a drunk driver - 
the brilliant Clarence White and, under the name Muleskinner, produced 
another one-off album, ‘A Potpourri Of Bluegrass Jam’, now back in 
circulation via Edsel (ED 219)... 

impregnated newgrass sounded more naturally compatible, or invigorating, 
than it does on this remarkable set. Seven pairs of hands, with magic in each 
and every finger, combine on a striking mixture of traditional, standard and 
original songs, innovation and imagination prevading all. White’s 
revolutionary country rock licks vie with Greene's jazzy electric violin for 
lead, both cutting across Rowan's acoustic guitar, Grisman‘s mandolin and 
Keith’s banjo, with Kahn's bass and Guerin's drums setting a solid modern 
foundation. Rowan provides excellent lead vocals, with Grisman, Greene 
and White emitting the closest and sweetest harmonies imaginable. 


@ Staple songs 


Blue And Lonesome’, ‘Dark Hollow’, 
‘Footprints In The Snow’, ‘Whitehouse Blues’ - and instrumentals - 

‘Roanoke’, ‘Soldier’s Joy’ - are startled into animated life, rejuvenated 
almost to the point of rebirth by novel improvisation and imaginative 
arrangement, but never losing sight of sources. The Rowan-penned 
‘Runaways Of The Moon’ and ‘Blue Mule’, plus his arrangement of the 
traditional ‘Rain And Snow’, are the longest songs, the most abstract, and 
the most deviant from accepted bluegrass norm, but by now he has 
mastered his craft and learned to keep them always interesting, always 
pertinent, a quasi-classical, adroitly picked instrumental written by Greene, 
‘Opus 57 In G Minor’, is the remaining track-on an album that, by any 
standard, brims over with bluegrass cum newgrass par excellence. 


@ Peter then linked up with his brothers, Chris and Lorin, and as the Rowans 
they released three often weird, occasionally wonderful albums in as many 
years on Asylum Records. Then, feeling that he was losing touch with his 
basic music ideals, Peter turned solo and, gaining a record deal with Flying 
Fish, in 1978 released the self-titled ‘Peter Rowan’, which is now available in 
the UK on Special Delivery (SPD 1605)... 


HOLIDAY CLUB. 


PONTIN’S 


- ‘Mule Skinner Blues’, ‘ 
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@ Asolo 
debut it may be 
but this album remains Rowan’s 

mostintrinsicand definitive work to date, 
a subjective collection of quintessential songs which, 
without any alteration to content, could easily be subtitled ‘The Best Of’. His 
finest songs are all here - ‘Panama Red’, ‘Land Of The Navajo’, ‘Free 
Mexican Airforce’, ‘Midnite Moonlight’, ‘Outlaw Love’, ‘Break My Heart 
Again’, ‘The Gypsy King’s Farewell’, ‘A Woman In Love’, pouring out one 
after another in striking succession to substantiate the writer’s proficiency. 
And, as if demonstrating that his gift isn’t just restricted to a knowledge and 
understanding of his own songs, the album is completed by acognitive 
reading of Leadbelly’s ‘When | Was A Cowboy’. 


@ With a cast of players including Flaco Jimenez, Mike Seeger, Jesse 
Ponce, Roger Mason, Tex Logan, Richard Greene and Jimmy Fuller, Peter 
Rowan’s long quest for the music which was always in his mind reaches full 
fruition here: he is where he should be, with the people he should be with, he 
has found his destiny at last. If Rowan is capable of surpassing this album 
(which, incidentally, is so well pressed that the clarity and definition is 
immaculate), he hasn’t as yet and it would be a remarkable feat if ever he did. 
In a many-faceted career which has already spanned three decades, this is 
Peter’s crowning glory, his coup de maitre. 


@ Over the years, Peter Rowan has become a frequent and popular visitor 
to the UK, often touring in the company of great roots musicians such as 
Flaco Jimenez, Bill Keith, Jim Rooney, Mark O'Connor and Jerry Douglas. 
His next visit is scheduled for this month March 28th. When he appears in 
concert at London's Festival Hall with the legendary son of an even more 
legendary father, Arlo Guthrie. 


COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVALS 1988 


Non-stop lunchtime and afternoon entertainments, plus the Country Music Showcase for up and coming stars. 
Great evening concerts and square dancing daily at each festival. 


EASTER COUNTRY FESTIVAL (9 DAYS) 31st March - 9th April 1988 


St. Mary’s Bay Holiday Centre, Brixham, Devon. 

Artistes appearing include: Colorado * Brendan Quinn & the Bluebirds * Duffy Brothers 

* Medicine Bow * Joe Sadio * Johnny Marks * Stu Page & Remuda * West Viriginia 

* Raymond Frogatt & Band * Manson Grant & the Dynamos * Clovis * Lyn Paul & 
Louisianna Hellraisers * Booker Brothers * Caler Brothers * Foster Family * West ‘n’ Elliott 
* Nicky James * Campbell’s Country * Les Bennett * Tone Howard * plus many more. 


SPRINGTIME COUNTRY FESTIVAL 30th April - 7th May 1988 


Prestatyn Sands Holiday Centre, Prestatyn, North Wales. 


Artistes appearing include: Medicine Bow * Colorado * Emerald * Billy Finnegan & 
Stage Coach * Lyn Paul & Louisianna Hellraisers “ Raymond Frogatt & Band 


* Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried * Clinton Ford * Sundown “* Keith Manifold * Shackband * 


Duffy Brothers * Johnny Marks * West ‘n’ Elliott “ Whiskey River “ Oregon 
* Bobbie & Nashville Pride * Hole in the Wall * Buckskin * Candy Mountain * West Virginia 


* Campbell's Country * Les Bennett * Rick James * Bob McLure * plus many more. 
The artises listed are not in any particular order, and the management reserve the right to 


alter the programme without prior notice. 


AUTUMN COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVALS 


17th - 24th September, and 24th September - lst October 1988 
Hemsby Holiday Centre, Nr. Gt. Yarmouth, Norfolk. 


8th - 15th October 1988 
Brean Sands Holiday Centre, 
Nr. Weston-super-Mare, Avon. 


TARIFFS: 
from £27.22 per week, including VAT 
(based on 6 persons sharing a chalet). 


DICK & GENEVA 
BROADREEDS CHALET HOTEL 


Tariff — £ 


NEW FOR 19881! 


WESTERN DANCING 


WEEKENDS 


with 
MATTEIS 
15/17 April 1988 


BARTON HALL CHALET HOTEL 


4/6 November 1988 
56.92 per person (inc. VAT) 


BOOK NOW - RING (0772) 621621 


For full details of the Country Music Festivals, send the 
coupon to: 

Holiday Club Pontin’s, Country Music Festivals, 

P.O. Box 100, Chorley, Lancs. PR7 5QQ. 

Or telephone Preston (0772) 622622 


Please send details of Country Music Festivals 1988 


Name 
Address 


Post Code 
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Dear Editors 


| see!!! So - according to John 
Scott (Feb. issue), not only is 
my “attitude unbelievable”, but | 
am in “the obviously gullible 
end of the country market”; and 
my “mentality” is also 
responsible for the sweeping 
statement about country music 
printed in Melody Maker! (They 
did at least admit that it was 
“magic’!) For once, | agree with 
most of Jim Crisp's letter, but 
not all of it as | don’t object to 
Pete Griffin expressing his 
“rightful opinion” on country 
music, but | also claim the right 
to reply!!! It's up to the Editor 
whether it gets printed!!! But | 
think that Mr. Scott should be a 
bit careful in his use of 
adjectives, 


| would like to point out that | 
have no connection at all with 
June Richardson, apart from 
having the same surname. But 
we don't share the same views! 


What annoyed me about John 
Scott's comment was the 
assumption that | am a narrow- 
minded, uneducated bigot, who 
prefers to wallow in nostalgia 


musically. NOT TRUE! | am 
well-known for my 
broadminded attitude to 
country music, and my 
favourite country singer is 
George Jones - so there! And, 
as you'll see from my enclosed 
list of 63 albums added to my 
collection last year, the majority 
are the modern sounds. My Top 
LP of 1987 was by The 
O’Kanes, closely followed by 
Ricky Van Shelton, George 
Strait, The Trio LP, Reba 
McEntire, John Schneider, John 
Conlee, Earl Thomas Conley, 
Janie Frickie and K.T. Oslin. 


So | think that John Scott's 
accusations of “fickle ladies” 
has been misdirected, as far as 
| am concerned, and I'll defend 
my opinions against his any 
time. The endless argument of 
who or what is or isn’t country 
will always be with us, but one 
singer who has endured for 
many years, although he too is 
not solely a country singer, is 
Slim Whitman. So how can 
singers like this,who please a 
wide segment of the paying 
public, be performing to the. 


detriment of country music, as 
implied by John Scott and Pete 
Griffin? They make a good 
career out of pleasing their 
many fans and refuse to put 
labels on their music - good 
luck to them! 


| see no reason why country 
music should suffer at all, due 
to the widening of the public's 
listening horizons. Quite the 
reverse. In order to persuade 
friends to listen to country 
music, I’ve started them off on 
more pop-orientated artistes 
(e.g. Ronnie Milsap), later, 
moving onto the hard core 
(Hag, Jones, Bare, Strait, 
Watson, etc.), until they are 
hooked (like me!). So much for 
being “uneducated”! 


All the best to you and (Edna.) 
Yours sincerely, 

Diana Richardson 

14 Poplar Close 

Huntingdon Cambs. 


Eds. Comment: 
Game - Set & Ouch! 


eet Ye eek 


List of LPs bought in 1987 


901. George Strait. Merry Christmas Strait To You. 902. Ronnie Milsap. Christmas With Ronnie Milsap. 903. Marshall 
Chapman. Jaded Virgin. 904. Gail Davies. I'll Be There. 905. Con Hunley. No Limit. 906. Reba McEntire. What Am | Gonna Do 
About You. 907. John Schneider. Take The Long Way Home. 908. George Strait. No.7. 909. Patsy Cline. Best Of. 910. Dry 
Branch Fire Squad. Golgotha. 911. Reba McEntire. Whoever’s In New England. 912. Marty Robbins. Hawaii's Calling Me. 913. 
Merle ‘Red’ Taylor. Country Fiddle, Soft & Sweet. 914. The Judds. Give A Little Love. 915. The O’Kanes. The O’Kanes. 916. Gail 
Davies. Wild Choir. 917. Bill Harrell. Blue Virginia Blue. 918. Ricky Van Shelton. Wild-Eyed Dream. 919. Frank Jennings. Rose 
Of El Paso. 920. Daniel O'Donnell. | Need You. 921. David Allan Coe. Longhaired Redneck. 922. George Strait. Ocean Front 
Property. 923. Margo Smith. The Best Of The Tennessee Yodeller. 924. Dolly Parton, Linda Ronstadt & Emmylou Harris. Trio. 
925. Jimmie Driftwood. Songs Of Billy Yank & Johnny Reb. 926. Frankie Laine. My Favourites. 927. Maddox Bros & Rose. On 
The Air Vol. 2. 928. Daniel O'Donnell. Two Sides Of. 929. Bob Wills. Time Changes Everything. 930. Razzy Balley. If Love HadA 
Face (1979). 931. Carroll Baker. Heartbreak To Happiness. 932. Con Hunley. | Don't Want To Lose You. 933. Con Hunley. Don’t 
It Break Your Heart. 934. Tanya Tucker. Tanya Tucker (1975). 935. Misc. Artistes. Music That Matters. 936. Buddy Emmons & 
Ray Pennington. In The Mood For Swinging. 937. Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver. Beyond The Shadows. 938. Doc Watson. 
Riding The Midnight Train. 939. David Allan Coe. A Matter Of Life And Death. 940. Patsy Montana. Patsy Montana And The 
Prairie Ramblers. 941. Asleep At The Wheel. 10. 942. Janie Fricke. | Love Country. 943, The Nashville Bluegrass Band. Idle 
Time. 944. Philomena Begley. More About Love. 945. Ann & Ray Brett. Our Music. 946. Chet Atkins. The Best Of Chet Atkins & 
Friends. 947. George Jones. George Jones Salutes Hank Williams & Bob Wills. 948. Merle Haggard. | Love Country. 949. Ear! 
Thomas Conley. Too Many Times. 950. Johnson Mountain Boys. Let The Whole World Talk. 951. Gene Watson. Starting New 
Memories. 952. Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver. Heaven's Joy Awaits. 953. Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver. The News Is Out. 954. 
Rose Maddox. Sings Bluegrass. 955. Mac Wiseman. Bluegrass Favourites. 956. Reba McEntire. Out Of A Dream. 957. John 
Conlee. American Faces. 958. Janie Frickie. After Midnight. 959. Johnny Rodriguez. Full Circle. 960. Daniel O'Donnell. Don’t 
Forget To Remember. 961. Reba McEntire. Reba Nell McEntire. 962. K.T. Oslin. 80's Ladies. 963. Gene Watson. Sometimes | 


Get Lucky. 


Top Ten LPs of 1987 


1. “The O’Kanes” 2. Ricky Van Shelton “Wlid-Eyed Dream” 3. George Strait “Merry Christmas Strait To You”. 4, Dolly Parton, 
Emmylou Harris, Linda Ronstadt “Trio”. 5. Reba McEntire “What Am | Gonna Do About You”. 6. John Schneider “Take The 
Long Way Home”. 7. John Conlee “American Faces”. & Earl Thomas Conlee “Too Many Times". 9. Janie Frickie “After 


Midnight”. 10.K.T. Oslin “80's Ladies”. 


Dear Editors, 


The article Collectors Items in 
last months CMRU was 
interesting. He mentioned that 
on the Bear Family Records, 
Bobby Bare Collection that 
these were four hitherto 
unissued tracks, but | have two 
of them “The Puppy (not 
puppet) and The Parakeet and 
“Great Society Talking Blues” 
they're on an LP “How The 
Story Ends” Phonorama 
Records PR& 610, I'll probably 
buy this collection to collect 
more of Bare that | don’t have 
in my collection. 


Sincerely 


Danny Dunleavy 

House 7 Mullaghduff 
Kincasslagh P.O. Letterkenny 
Co. Donegal Ireland 


we 


Dear C.M.R.U., 


Thanks for publicising Nanci 
Griffith's gigs at the Mean 
Fiddler. Without CMRU | would 
have missed the best concerts 
of the decade. 


Nanci was in total command of 
both her music and the bar 
room crowd, keeping the 
audience enthralled for 1 1/5 
hours. Typical of the response 
was when she returned for an 
encore and said she would do a 
couple more songs, a voice 
from the audience shouted 
“ten”, and another added “at 
least”. 


Please can you publish the 
dates and venues for Nanci's 
forthcoming tour in April. 


Peter Noad 
15 Forty Close 
Wembley Park 


Middx 


Dear Editors 


Thanks again for another very 
informative edition. (Feb '88) Asa 
regular reader since the beginning 
of the publication | feel that you 
have maintained a high standard. 
Nonetheless occasionally the 
‘gremlins’ get in, e.g. page 7, 
record reviews had an LP by Christ 
Hillman. No doubt becasue he’s a 
born again Christian he'd like to 
think that he is like his master, but | 
don’t think he’d rename 
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himself. It’s an interesting fact that 
quite a number of those early 
members of the Byrds - Burritos - 
Eagles are now committed to 
following Jesus, e.g. Bernie 
Leadon, Al Perkins. 


Again I'd like to ask whether it 
would be possible to extend your 
Billboard chart coverage to include 
the top 100 singles and various 
artists in both chafts, and having 
been to the States a number of 
times I’ve always enjoyed seeing 
the extensive coverage Billboard 
gives to Country Music, especially 
the charts. 


May | add acomment or two about 
Daniel O'Donnell. On the one 
hand, like John Scott (letters 
Jan’88) | feel that he is really not 
helping to push country music to a 
broader audience, especially 
young people. On the other hand 
(sorry Randy) like Jim Crisp says 
(also Jan. letters page) there is no 
doubt that he is bringing ‘fringe’ 
fans to our kind of music. Now it 
may appear that | have just 
contradicted myself. | don’t think | 
have. It is probably true that he is 
gaining new fans, but for what? | 
imagine it is is for the older style of 
Jim Reeves / Sonny James style 
country, and not for the revitalized 
type of country that Travis, Skaggs, 
McEntyre, Strait, Yoakham, Seals 
and Van Shelton are putting out. 


Also | suspect that many of 
O’Donnell’s fans are on the older 
side. Whilst | can see why he is 
popular | can’t say I’m particularly 
keen, and I’m an older fan (44 
soon). But then | was turned on to 
Country Music as a teenager by 
Hank Snr, Hank Locklin, Don 
Gibson and Roger Miller, in the 
60's. Now |’m thrilled with the 
artists I’ve listed above, Waylon, 
the Statlers and Nanci Griffiths. 


Was your ‘Rockpile’ writer aware 
when he put his birthday list 
together that Boudleaux Bryant 
wouldn't be celebrating his 
birthday on the 13th Feb? Finally 
may | use the letter page to say a 
big thank you to all the local country 
music DJ’s who give such a good 
and varied service to us fans. The 
three | can receive, Jim Duncan 
(Beacon), Brian Savin (BRMB), 
and Matthew Carr (W.M./Salops) 
all have a very different style 
approach but all play a very broad 


selection of artists, and so must 
please a large number of 

people. So lads! keep up the good 
work. 


Martin Young 
Aston Hall Road 
BIRMINGHAM 


Eds: Yes, the gremlins did elevate Chris 
Hillman’s status in life, and, we apologise 
for including the late Boudleaux's Birthday, 
a freudian slip? 


Re.. the extra charts, we currently already 
have the ‘Quart that thinks it's a pint’, but we 
will keep it in mind for the future! 


fe ee 


Dear Colin, 


Might | beg your indulgence, 
through your letters page, to 
express my concern and 
surprise at the depth of feelings 
both for and against some of 
the comments and opinions of 
mine that have appeared in 
“Round Up”. Despite what 
appears to be an attempt to 
“hog the headlines’ my 
motivation is for British Country 
Music, nothing more or less. 
While | am not exactly a 
shrinking violet | do not go out 
of my way to be a well known 
figure either in print or on visits 
to venues (if indeed that is what 
people think | am). 


Without doubt the criticism 
directed at me regarding 
“Going Back For The Future” 
and my comments about Daniel 
O'Donnell are what have 
concerned me most, not for the 
opinions they expressed, but 
because all without exception 
failed to grasp, or chose to 
ignore what | was trying to 
highlight within the article. 


Perhaps | failed to put my 
opinion in a way that could be 
easily understood, although to 
my mind it was self 
explanatory. It was an attempt 
to illustrate one of the prime 
reasons why British Country 
Music has failed to gain the 
credibility it needs to become 
accepted - its lack of originality. 
Is it not true that any British 
Act performing “It’s A Long 
Way To Tipperary” etc etc etc 
would go down like a lead 
balloon at any half decent 
C.M.C. Is it also not true that 


we have Acts in Britain who 
given the opportunity could 
become International Stars and 
don't all of us, no matter how 
much influence we have, owe it 
to these Acts to help them 
achieve the recognition they 
deserve? 


Those of you who save issues 
of “Round Up” need only to 
look back to November ‘86, 
when my first offering as a 
contributor to “Round Up” was 
featured, to discover where my 
motivation comes from. | stated 
that “I would support all efforts 
to get British Country Music the 
recognition it deserves”. | stick 
by that and come hell or high 
water will always do so. 


Many Thanks 

Pete Griffin 

71 Beckley Road Broxtowe 
Nottingham NG8 6GX 


aa 


Dear Clive Wynes, 


| would like to thank you very 
much for your nice review of 

John Rigg's tape, | too have a 
copy of that tape and like it a 
lot. 


| am a pen pal of John’s, and 
have been for at least 3 years, 
and I'm hoping to try and help 
get some recognition for him 
over here. | wonder if you or 
any of your colleagues may 
have some ideas to pass on to 
me, as to how | can go about 
helping John. 

Thanking you in anticipation of 
your help. 


Yours Susan Racher 
9 Wolverhampton Road 
Newport Pagnell MK16 8BG 


———f--}$--——-- 


Dear Editors, 


| was recently involved in 
organising a Country Show at 
the Welfare Suite, Head Post 
Office Birmingham, which 
featured two local bands who 
gave us four hours of superb 
music. Could | through your 
excellent paper offer my sincere 
thanks for such a great night, 
and to the two bands who took 
part -: The Whiskey River Band 
and Bromford County. Can | 


assure any club who books 

either band they can be sure of 

having a great night. Both were 

a great pleasure to work with. 

| wish both acts continued 

success in the Country Music 
Field. 

Yours Sincerely 

Keith Morris 

59 Ralphs Meadow 

Woodgate Valley 

Birmingham B32 3RN 
Dear Editors 
| read the Round Up 
(December issue) and have steam 
coming out of my ears after reading 
one of Peter Griffin's outbursts of 
Paranoia in the East Midlands 
column. It never seems to occur to 
Mr Griffin that sometimes the 
audience, when they go out, go to 
enjoy themselves and they may not 
neccessarily be country music 
fanatics, although they do enjoy 
good country music as well as other 
types of music. This is certainly the 
case at The ‘White Stetson’ club 
which is a fairly new club and doing 
quite nicely. | was not there on the 
night that ‘Leapy Lee’ was on, 
being otherwise engaged watching 
Froggie in Gainsborough, but I do 
know that club organisers booked 
Leapy Lee because that was what 
the audience wanted and that the 
man was extremely well liked by 
the audience. Surely that is what 
club organisers want — a full house 
of people enjoying themselves not 
a half empty club full of people with 
rigid attitudes towards their music. 


| was present at Gedling Miner's 
Welfare on the night when Joe 
Piper was on and | think | must have 
been at a different show to Mr 
Griffin though | know this is not the 
case. Joe Piper did indeed doa 
short spot of rock and roll but this 
was at the request of some 
members of the audience who had 
seen Joe include it in his repertoire 
before. Joe also asked club 
organiser, Fred’s views before he 
included it and was given the go 
ahead. Five members of the 
audience apparently took 
‘umbridge’ and left. They were not 
missed by the large number of 
people who remained who clapped 
and yelled their approval. Indeed | 
recall that Mr Griffin himself left 
early that night and therefore could 


: More Letters on Page 24... 


not have witnessed some of the 
magnificent earthy country music 
that the band treated us to. Suffice 
to say the audience never moved 
until the death after an ovation and 
an encore. The band was superb. 


My final recrimination must be on 
behalf of Spill the Beans whose 
career | have watched with interest 
for a number of years since they 
were first formed. They are a 
marvellous trio, richly deserving the 
many awards they have won and 
professional through and through. 
They have already appeared on 
the finest platforms of British 
Country Music, their career is at its 
height. So how can the use of a 
percussion machine be holding 
them back? What complete 
nonsense, | detest drum machines, 
they are never a substitute for the 
real thing yet, in the case of Spill the 
Beans who | have seen a dozen of 
times it was only recently, when | 
heard them tuning up having 
arrived too early one night that | 
relised they had one. | had 
honestly, never noticed it. It must 
surely be that they use it so well itis 
just accepted as part of their sound. 
It does not detract from their 
performance in anyway. 
Yours sincerely, 

Jan Stenson Lazy ‘B’'C MC 
Hucknall Cresent Gedling 
Nottingham 


Please 
KEEP letters short. 


Write on one side of the 
paper only. Letters written 
on both sides will not be 
considered for publication. 
All letters are subject to 
editing and submission 
will be taken to imply 
acceptance of that 
condition. 


The Editors 
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GIMME 5 


1. Deford Bailey/ Charley Pride/ 
0O.B. McClinton/ Country 
Johnny Mathis/ Stoney 
Edwards. 


2. Roy Acuff & Roy Acuff JR./ 
Hank Williams & Hank 
Williams Jr/ Ernest Tubb & 
Justin Tubb/ Marty Robbins & 
Ronnie Robbins/ Buck Owens 
& Buddy Alan/ George 
Hamilton IV & George Hamilton 
V/ Bill Monroe & James 
Monroe. 


3. Johnny Cash & June Carter/ 
Carl Smith & June Carter/ 
George Jones & Tammy 
Wynette/ George Richey & 
Tammy Wynette/ Johnny 
Wright & Kitty Wells/ 
Hankshaw Hawkins & Jean 
Shepard/ Glenn Sutton & Lyn 
Anderson/ Paul Kennerley & 
Emmylou Harris. 


4a. Hank Thompson - Golden 
Nugget. 


b. The Coon Creek Girls - 
Washington 1939. 


c. Ferlin Husky - “Gone”, 1957. 


d. Johnny Cash - “At Folsom 
Prison”, 1968. 


EUROPEAN 
TOURS ’88 


JOHNNY 
CASH 


APRIL 

20th —_ Berlin 

21st Nuremberg 
23rd Bad Homburg 
24th = Frankfurt 
25th Ludwigshafen 
26th Dusseldorf 
27th Hamburg 


28th Munich 
30th —St. Austell 
MAY 


1st Cambridge 
2nd Bournemouth 


4th Lincoln 

5th Blackpool 
7th Manchester 
8th Carlisle 


10th Southend 
11th Brighton Centre 
12th ~—- Royal Albert Hall 


GLEN 
CAMPBELL 


(with Johnny Cash 
except * ) 
11th Brighton Centre 
12th Royal Albert Hall 
13th * Camberley 


DON 
WILLIAMS 


supported by 
Philomena Begley except * 
JUNE 
6th Cardiff 
7th Bournemouth 
8th * Camberley 
9th Bridlington 
10th Carlisle 
12th Switzerland 
13th Edinburgh 
15th Manchester 
17th — Folkestone 
18th Luton 
19th Oxford 
20th = Royal Albert Hall 


e. Gene Autry - “Here Comes 
Santa Claus”, 1947, “Rudolph 
The Red-Nosed Reindeer”, 
1949, “Frosty The Snowman", 
1950. 

5. “Woke Up In Love’ (1984), 
“Gimme One More Chance” 
(1984), “1 Don't Wanna Be A 
Memory” (1984), “Crazy For 
Your Love” (1985), “She's A 
Miracle’ (1985). 

6. Duane Allen/ Joe Bonsall/ 
William Lee Golden/ Richard 
Sterban/ Steve Sanders. 

7. Fred Rose/ Jimmie Rodgers/ 
Hank Williams/ Roy Acuff/ Tex 
Ritter. 

8. Donnie Fritts/ Stephen 
Bruton/ Tommy McClure/ 
Sammy Creason/ Glen Clark. 

9. “Feels So Right’’/ “Mountain 
Music’'/ “The Closer You 
Get’/ “Roll On"/ “40 Hour 
Week”. 

10. “‘Lovesick Blues” (1949)/ 
“My Bucket’s Got A Hole In It” 
(1949)/ “Long Gone Lonesome 
Blues” (1950)/ “Moanin’ The 
Blues” (1950)/ “Cold Cold 
Heart” (1952)/ “Hey Good 
Lookin’ “ (1952). 


ARE YOU A 
SUBSCRIBER 


wre Otek 


COUNTRY 


MUSIC 
== ROUND UP —— 


can be delivered 
with your mail, on or 
about the 1st of every month 


Annual Rates 
BRITISH ISLES . . . £10.50 
EUROPE/REP IRELAND £13.00 

. AMERICA/CANADA 


(Air Mail) .. . £14.50 (Sterling) : 


Send your name and 2ddress 
together with cheque/PO payable to: 


Country Music Round Up 
Publishing Company 
286/287 High Street 

(Upper Precinct) 

Lincoln LN2 1AL, England 
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COMPETITION 


RESULTS: 


SILVER SCREEN 


la. d. 


b. “Bring Me The Head Of 
Alfredo Garcia”. 


c. Barbra Striesand. 

d. “Convoy”. 

e. “Heaven's Gate”. 

2a. “The Black Stallion”. 
b. “Gremlins”. 

c. “Heart Like A Wheel’. 


3. “W.W.& The Dixie Dance 
Kings” 1975. 


4. “Nashville” 1975. 
5. “North Dallas 40”. 


6. “Any Which Way But Loose” 


1978. 
7a. “Honeysuckle Rose” 1980. 
b. “Barbarosa” 1982. 


c. “Coming In From The Ice“ 
1982. 


d. “Electric Horseman” 1979. 


8. “Close Encounters Of The 
Third Kind” 1977. 


9. “Las Vegas Hillbillies”. 

10. “Buckstone County Prison”. 
11a. “9 to 5”. 

b. “Rhinestone” 


c. “Best Little Whorehouse In 
Texas”. 


12. “Burning Rage” 1984. 

13a. “Johnny Cash, The Man, 
His World, His Music” 1969. 

b. “A Gunfight” 1971. 

c. “The Baron & The Kid” 1984. 

14. “Amateur Night At The Dixie 
Bar & Grill” 1979. 

15a. “Gator” 1976. 

b. “Smokey & The Bandit’ 1977. 


c. “The Concrete Cowboys” 
1982. 


d. “Hot Stuff”. 
16. Waylon Jennings. 


17. “The Moonrunners”. 


18. “Kenny Rogers As The 
Gambler” 1980/ “Coward Of 
The County” 1981/7 “Kenny 
Rogers As The Gambler - The 
Adventure Continues” 1983. 


19a. “Eddie Macon’s Run” 
b. “Happy Endings”. 


20a. “Norwood” 1970, 
b. “True Grit’ 1969. 


21. “Paint Your Wagon” 1969. 
22. “Five Easy Pieces”. 

23. “Pirates Of Penzance’. 

24. “Roadie”. 

25. “Side By Side. 


26. “Songwriter” 1984. 

27. “Stagecoach” 1987. 

28. “Stand By Your Man”. 
29. “Coal Miner's Daughter”. 
30. “Urban Cowboy”. 


Considering this was an 
extremely difficult quiz, the 
proportion of right answers was 
very high. 

The winner with 92% is: 

Mrs. Betty Sells 

7 Downland Drive, 

Southgate West, 

Crawley, Sussex, RH11 8QN. 
Our Winner receives a pair of 

3 day tickets for the Easter 
Weekend 20th Anniversary 
Wembley International Festival 
Courtesy of the Festival 
Promoter Mervyn Conn. 
Congratulations Betty we hope 
you will enjoy this super prize. 
Commiserations to all others 
who entered, but remember it’s 
not too late to get your tickets 
from the Box Office ... telephone 
01 . 930 . 7502 for more details. 


.. At last a real souvenir from last years fabulous 


Weekend of Fun and Entertainment... 1 Hr: 30 Mins of 


Edited Musical Extracts filmed on Location at the 5th Annual 


Country Music Round Up - Easter “House Party” Weekend 
at Watford’s Ladbroke Hotel 


———— sy Pal 


| produced and Directed bY 


passeene® 


seen 
sarin 


LOUISIANA HELLRAISERS 
NKERTONS COLOURS 
MEL HAGUE 

SPILL THE BEANS 

STONE CREEK 

GRETA & THE STRAY SHOTS 
GERRY FORD 
Pius Special Surprise Guests 


‘ 


pred Eikington Television Productions 
» Herren Way, Hay-on. Wee, Heretoret 
Telephone (0497) go0555 


nena. 


Only available 
Mail Order from 
CMRU Publishing Co. : 
286-287 High St. 

(Upper Precinct) 
Lincoln LN2 1AL 
England 
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Dear Editor, 
“Just A Little Thought”. 


For many months | have 
travelled to as many clubs as 
possible meeting many friendly 
people. As an avid reader of 
many country magazines and 
Papers noting comments, one 
comment seems to keep 
cropping up “The Band Was 
Too Loud”. 

If a band is playing too loud 
this can be remedied by the 
turn of a control or a fall in club 
bookings. 


When | visit clubs | am 
invariably on my own and my 
sole interest is music and the 
people singing and playing it so 
| stand quietly alone and 
probably see and hear things 
often missed by many. It is not 
very often you read letters from 
bands, which is the reason for 
this letter. 


Most Country Bands good and 
not so good mostly have one 
thing in common, they have 
spent many hours learning to 
play and learn all the songs we 
want to hear, they also work 
very hard to entertain us to the 
high standards we demand. 


On your nights out have you 
ever thought how very 
disheartening it must be for 
these artists to have to compete 
with a noise level from some 
sections of our audiences. This 
can only be described as sheer 
bad manners, | know it’s your 
club and it’s your money but 
surely “Just a little thought” like 
a walk across the floor for the 
greeting instead of the shout. 


| suggest before we say “The 
band is too loud” again, let's 
listen, and ask are we are a bit 
too loud?, and is the band only 
trying to let you know that they 
are there, or perhaps our noisy 
members would like to form 
their own clubs advertising loud 
talking to a Country Music 
background. | am not picking 
on any individual club, this is 
purely an observation. 


lan McQueen East Ham, 
London, E.6. 


CLEVELAND / DURHAM 


® Following last months short biog. on York 
C.M.C. this months excursion outside the region 
took in Campbells Country: highly infectious 


YOUR LINE OF COUNTRY 


Dear Editors 


itis notso much the brevity of some 
Festival reports, but those which 
appear anonymously, which 
makes me livid, especially those 
which contain Personal Derogatory 
remarks directed at the artists who 
appear at them. 


1 am not against criticism, however 
scathing, when the contributor is 
named, as then it is generally 
accepted as that individuals own 
opinion. Whereas un-named it 
causes distress to the performers 
involved. 


lam afan of all types of country and 
| am still nettled when an article 
appears which decides to use a 
100% Traditional Country set as the 
measure of excellence against 
which all artists are judged, thereby 
meaning all acts which work 
extremely hard at integrating New 
Country into their set, or presenting 
Traditional in a fresh way, are 
discouraged from doing so, by the 
verbal backlash attributed to them. 


Surely those artists who are 
prepared to learn new and exciting 
material to try and gain the 
attention of the lost generation 
(MINE!) should receive support 
and encouragement in their 
attempts, as, although the majority 
are approachable, very few are 
appreciated. 


Here is wishing success to all who 
keep music ‘Live’ in 1988. 


Lorna Cameron 


Boghead 


Newmachar 
ABERDEEN 


pf- 


Dear Editor, 


Being a lover of Country Music 
and also being a regular reader 
of Country Music Round Up, | 
took into my head to order a 
copy of the 1987 House Party 


Video. | would like to say how 
much | really enjoyed it, 
Pinkertons Colours, Spill The 
Beans, Stone Creek, Greta And 
The Stray SHots and the great 
Mel Hague plus Louisiana 
Hellraisers, and last and for me 
most entertaining Gerry Ford as 
a special guest it was really 
great. 


One fault | would like to 
comment on is the lighting on 
the video it would be better 
without the disco lights. | think 
the video would then have been 
good value for your money. As 
a real Country fan | do also like 
other artists, and some of the 
great U.S.A. acts but their tapes 
sell for £10, so | think the UK 
video should be a little cheaper 
for the fans sake and the UK 
artist would have more of them 
on video. | hope | have 
explained my observations and 
they will be noted and maybe 
my letter will be in the next 
issue of Country Music Round 
Up Britains Foremost Country 
Music Journal. 


Yours Sincerely 

Fred Colman 

96 Romney Road 
Ipswich Suffolk IP3 OJK 


Eds 

Sorry about the lights it was ‘live’ and it 
doesn’t cost any less to produce Fred, even 
if you film Chinese Country Singers. (1% 
hrs running time is also a bit longer than the 
average music video ...) 


ff 


Dear Editor, 

Please could you print this 
letter (enclosed) in your next 
edition of country music round 
up, as we've sent forms to 
over 100 clubs in the UK. And 
we thought that through your 
(paper) it would be the best 
way Of letting them know how 
we are doing, we would be 
most grateful. 

We have been doing a petition 
for more country and western 
music on Tv. We have up to 
now, over 3,000 signatures, our 
greatest thanks to those who 
have signed, and thanks to 
those clubs for their time and 
effort and to those clubs who 
have received and not yet 
returned please do so in the 
next few weeks so that we can 


cajun influenced style of country served up for 
the capacity audience. The hospitality shown to 
Jennifer and myself, the order given and the very 
welcome supper certainly justified the 130 mile 
round trip and a big thank you to the lovely 
young lady who provided us with “tail lights” to 
follow through York, 


@ This months look around the local scene 
started at a well full Loftus Cricket Club. Darren 
Busby’s fine (very Slim Whitmanish) voice was 
ideally suited to the songs he performed. A good 
entertainer, with bags of confidence his song 
writing ability evident with “Angel Of Mine” 


@ Just over the hill, Lingdale Club's Saturday 
nighter, proffered the talents of Mick, Phil, Clive 
and Tony, the much under-rated Boothill Boys, 
displaying some nice 2,3,4, part harmonies 


@ Star spot of the month, undoubtedly goes to 
West Virginia at Guisboro. Qouits, Keiths 
incredible send up of Froggy on “All Because Of 
You” and “Teach Me”. 

| have never been so impressed with part of an 
act before, brilliant. Qouits seccy John Thurlow 
takes a gamble this month with tickets at three 
times the norm,. for a “one off” visit of Colorado 
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en-route 
to the big shindig 
at Wembley. Fans have 

bemoaned the drop in standard of acts at 
this club for some time. Let's see if they are 
prepared to pay the price to see the best! 


@ There's been a flurry of activity in the 
recording studios by several local acts. The 
Andrews Brothers, Ken and Stan Dixon, have an 
11 track tape “Our Kinda Country” (their most 
requested songs). “Golden Memories” is the 
latest offering from Whitbys Paul Wheater, (full of 
sentimental sounds). Redcars youthful outfit 
“Shakedown”, have their debut cassette on 
release, titled “In Transit”, songs from such as 
Randy Howard, Wes McGee, Rod Crowell and 
Alabama. Two well produced tapes have come via 
John Taylors Ramrod Studios recently. Dave 
Martins “Singer Of Sad Songs should prove a 
popular buy on the local circuit and Kev Francis 
“Saturday Afternoon Dream” is a cross section of 
songs to suit most tastes. After years of 
inducement, Bob Allison is to produce an album, 
it's one I'm looking forward to. Pleased to see 
Pale Rider back following Bobs recent illness. 


send them off to the TV 
company’s. We will also let you 
know how we go on. Once 
again thank you. 


Yours in country, 
Mr M Bentley 
Mrs P Wright 


4 Lavender Close 
Weston Coyney 

Stoke On Trent Staffs 
ST3 6RA. 


ad 


“Advertisements are 
published on the 


understanding that 
they are truthtul, legal, 
decent and honest and 
in the interests of our 
_ Feadership. 


A great deal of care is 
expended by this 
newspaper to ensure 
that this is the case.” 


KEEP letters short. 
Write on one side of the 
paper only. Letters written 
on both sides will not be 
considered for publication. 
All letters are subject to 
editing and submission 
will be taken to imply 
acceptance of that 
condition. 


The Editors 


®@ From my usual sources of info. around 
Hartlepool, Phil Lloyds Shack Band gave an 
enthusiastic crowd pleasing performance at the 
lona Club and members of the Catholic Club saw 
Keywest in terrific form, continuing to improve 
the already high standards they have set. Long 
time Moat Brothers’ drummer lan Hetherington, 
augmented Keywests ranks. Support act Ann & 
Jeff Francis gave an unimpressive airing to many 
standards. A full house appreciated the visit of 
Bobby & Nashville Pride to the W.MC. again, 
newer material could well see them achieving 
greater heights. Tony Andrews confirmed his 
status as one of the best performers in the 
business when his latest Raincheck Band visited 
the Supporters Club. 


@ Moving up to Central Durham, a5 page 
missive arrived from J.J. Robson covering 
activities in those parts. Despite heavy colds, 
John Taylor & Steve Place entertained a sell out 
audience at Crooks Farrahs Arms ... Too many 
standards was the general opinion on Glen 
Daniels showing ... Kentucky Bourbon, surprised 
this time around with more up-to-date material, 
done well. 


@a packed Bowburns (Lazy ‘C’) saw “Apache” 
please their home crowd followed by a 
disappointing turn out for an equally 
disappointing Country Cool ... An accident on 
their way to the venue (everyone O.K.) did not 
deter “Nashville Fever” from turning in a superb 
showing, including more new songs off their 
forthcoming album ... Excellent show, good 
sound and (John behaved himself)??? were the 


collectors 


Also, 


3 KENTISH TOWN ROAD, LONDON NW. 


beside camden town tube 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


Special early opening 
sat/sun/mon 9.30am 
for wembley weekend 


new anduseda 


imports 
items 
bluegrass 


western swi 


100’s of Coun 


+ == —S—— 


A Message To All Promoters 


Sole Representation: 
RAYMOND 
FROGGATT 


ard — 
sy? MUSICAL 
ENTERPRISES 


It is now only possible to 
book a Raymond Froggatt 
concert if you come direct - 
®@ Negotiations on behalf of 
“Froggie can only be made 
through this office. 

@ We can say yes to you 
others can only say maybe. 


@ Telephone 021-325-1395 
and ask for ‘Jim Froggatt” 


comments passed on “Cross Countrys” trip to the 
“Lazy-C” ... Only 60 fans attended the “Big Show” 
at Willingtons Spectrum Leisure Centre featuring 
locals Ken & Billie Ford, Lazy C Ladies, Keywest 
and the Moat Brothers. Possibly, the inclusion of 
a touring band might have made the difference 
attendance wise. 


@ A free supper awaited the 270 members who 
packed into Barnard Castles Glaxo Club to 
celebrate the Go Country C.M.C. third birthday. 
Entertainment from Scotlands “Nebraska” gave a 
very enjoyable first set before Mike Devine 
captivated everyone with songs like “Old Flames”, 
“Carmen” and “Rocky Top”. 


®@ Over 400 fans flocked to Dormans to see 
Poacher live up to their excellent reputation ... 
50% of Nebraska attracted a fair sized crowd to 
Redcar Albion Club, local musos Little Stan 
Raine Bass and Terry Robson, drums last gasp 
replacements for the other 50% stuck in 
Scotland??? Addison Heights and Texacana 
disappointed at Middlesbrough Cycling Club ... 
Dave Martin is the new man in charge at 
Guisboro’s Bunkhouse C.M.C.A. buffet supper 
and John Taylors music the Highlights of my last 
visit ... After 5 and a half years Yarms New Cross 
Keys is to close ... opened for country, The Pied 
Piper, Osmotherly; The Beacon, Eston and The 
Crook Hotel, Crook, monthly ... In closing 
congrats to “Predictions”, Paul & Nadine 
Stephenson on the recent birth of son Luke. 


21 Scanbeck Drive 


Marske-By-Sea TS11 ep rey Rete a7 Ghue 


NORTH WEST 


@ jn a midnight “natter" with Bob McKinlay 
following his show at Hazel Grove CMC with his 
band Redwing. | learned he is planning a new 
concept to display his talents, working on a 
production which includes a full choir in a 
musical histography of the southern states. The 
project is to be aimed at the in concert theatre 
type of venue. It's bold and imaginative and 
deserving of success. 


@ Eddie Daniels organiser of High Lane CMC 
whisked me down to The Ardri in the inner city of 
Manchester to catch The Raymond Froggatt 
Show. This venue is without a doubt the Citys top 
“Irish venue” and generally chock a block. Not so 
on this night. There was more staff and musos 
than paying customers to see Frogs excellent 
performance... The support act, Birmingham 
based Bridget and the Country Cobblers suffered 
a chronic sound mix. that sent the sparse 
audience home well before the end of the show. 


@ Jimmy & Shirley Nelson organisers of “Village 
Inn” CMC staged a superb charity show to 
benefit Baby “Faye”, a child in need of expensive 
medicare. £1,300 was raised. The show held at 
Upholland Labour Club featured Raymond 
Froggatt Band, Paddy Kelly, Joe Piper & Country 
Courage, Dillinger, Sid Newman, and lan 


NORTH EAST 


®@ The “Outlaw” CMC (Pickering) got off to a 
good start this year with favourites West Virginia, 
followed by Stu Page & Remuda ... Now “by 
popular demand” West Virginia are to return this 
month Raymond Froggatt's also booked later in 
the year. The organiser ...Karen also handles lead 
vocals and bass for “Ovation” a popular local 3 or 
4 piece outfit .. Occasionally they're joined by 
Graham Metcalf (Ventura Highway) on pedal 
steel and banjo. There repertoire ranges from 
Golden Oldies through to the more modern 
influences of Reba McEntire and George Strait. 


@ The J.D. Band certainly woke up the 
“Knaresborough's Stables” C.M.C. from their 
lethargy and hopefully made the audience realise 
Clubs need constant support to enable organisers 
to book as wide a range of performers as 
possible. The J.D. Band were bright, cheerful, 
well rehearsed and enthusiastic in their 
performance. Sterling work from Tony on lead 
guitar giving a neat twist to ‘Truck Driving Man’ 
by the addition of Glen Miller overtones. One 
minor criticism is that material wise the band 
appeared to be stuck in a grove of 5 years ago 
but perhaps this is more a reflection of audience 
taste, rather than the band being unable to 
accept the recent influences of Lyle Lovatt and 
the like. 


Ashcroft’s Disco... 

Jimmys praise would fill this 

column twice over but to sum it up, a massive 
hearfelt ‘Thank You’ to bands and you all for 
caring. 


® Stu Page and Remuda came to Bredbury CMC 
fresh from their session in recording studio's in 
Liverpool where they were putting down tracks 
for their 1st. album for Barge Records. The show 
was a belter, they had a full club cheering every 
song... The whole night was one big party, (three 
standing ovations given). What a band. 


@ When Ronnie Bird passed away recently | 
among many. wondered what would become of 
his “Rustlers’ CMC at St Gregorys Farnworth. 
Responding to a phone call from Ronnies 
nephew | went down to a special : 
Benefit/Memorial night. Ronnie had been a good 
friend for many years, so | was delighted to see a 
full club to honour his memory. Fords Country, 
Nashville, Pete Naden, Rainy City Bluegrass Boys 


®@ Musical chairs 

once again for some Leeds 

musicians. Blacktop disbanded with Don Binns, 
Bill Sykes and Tony Gaffagan appearing at 
Harrogate C.M.C. as “Savannah”. Always a good 
spread of material from their collective years of 
experience in country; an almost forgotten Johny 
Cash number then bang up to date with Randy 
Travis ‘Storms Of Life’. 


@ No follow up news as yet of the Southfork 
C.M.C. which opened at the Sportsdrome Club, 
Bolsover, Chesterfield. Their first acts being 
Stone Creek and Desperado ... 


®@ Due to T.V. commitments the appearance of 
Colorado at “The Drovers”, C.M.C. Bishop 

Thornton was rescheduled for 4th March. Other 
diary dates include 28th March for Steve Young 


SOUTH EAST 


® News that Larry Adams long time presenter of 
Radio Kent Country programme has been 
replaced by a staff presenter at the station. Came 
as a shock, as he has presented Country on the 
station since soon after it went on air that was in 


the days when the station was called Radio Medway 


and the show was produced by Geof Leonard. 


@ it appears that the station controller 

wanted a different approach to the Country show 
and has given the job to Bob Ballard. | don't think 
it will be sufficient just to play (as Ballard does) 
the Country standards each week, of the sort any 
self respecting Country fan has had in their 
collection for years. There is a place for these in 
a Country Show, but we need also to be kept up- 
to-date by an informed person on the latest 
releases both here and in the U.S., to give even 
the New fan, a chance to hear these before he 
parts with what can be large sums of money to 
purchase that import or latest British release. | 
have heard complaints from people about the 
way Larry presented his show and about his 
choice of material on occasion but | think that 
Radio Kent listeners will perhaps come to realise 
what their missing by not having someone with 
Larry's background putting input into the show. | 
know from first hand experience the hard work 
Larry put in to provide the listener with the best 
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programme possible 

such as the day he had Willie Nelson 

as special guest in the studio at Chatham 
That interview was networked to other 

local stations. His show was a genuine open 
house with Larry welcoming anybody who took 
the trouble to turn up with tape or record in 
hand. 


@ Its not always fun running a Club as Wendy at 
the Phoenix C.M.C. found out when a band called 
“Country Jade” from the Whitstable area did not 
arrive at the venue at Witersham and I'm told 
nothing has been heard from them since? The 
Dance audience were entertained by records 
played by the resident D.J. and only two people 
left but does anybody know where the band can 
be contacted? 


@ The Romney Tavern at Greatstone has started 
promoting a Country music night (every Sunday) 


and Karlsborough Country, all gave cameo spots. 
There was a mock auction, (prizes given by 
friends), a raffle, some good country 
entertainment. A nice little touch was added 
when well known local character, Chief Lone 
Falcon was made a life member of the club... 
When | was asked to make the presentation to 
Ronnie's widow somehow smoke must have got 
in my eyes, cos this ol’ cowboy don't every cry. 
The Westerners from “Riverside” CMC 
(Southport) sent along a cheque to add to the 
club's acknowledgement underlining that country 
music fans are the salt of the earth. ‘The Rustlers’ 
is to continue along guidelines laid down by its 
founder the late Ronnie Bird. 


@ uy country pal Mike Tunnicliffe invited me to. 
“The Silverado” CMC, Badger St., Bury, for the 
clubs first ‘Band of the Year’ Award Show. The 
winning band Tony Andrews & Raincheck were 
booked. They proved a smashing band and 
worthy winners of this club award. A young band 
from rock n roll and pop roots but they are 
sufficiently into country to give Tony the freedom 
to front in his own style. As for the club itself | 
really enjoyed my visit, the organisers kindly 
picked up my “Bitter Shandy” tab, and *hat's 
about as rare as Garden Gnombs sing g 
harmonies. Radio Lancashires Bob Ro 2rts was 
there to present the awards and a goo. night was 
enjoyed by all. 


@ Had a nice letter from John Sandham of 
Morecambe Raiders CWC he tells me that the 
club is doing well with live shows every Friday 


“Ovation” 


at the Winning Post, York and a return visit there 
for Flaco Jiminez and his Tex Mex band on 18th 
April. 


Willie Nelson Larry Adams 


with only solo and duos being featured ... Look 
out for Nottingham based “Out Of Hand” | have 
heard good reports about them, they're due to 
appear this month at the Mustang C.M.C. The 
Paddocks, Canvey Island. Amongst other venues 
The “Blazing Saddles” C.M.C. at the Social 
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and Saturday. They meet in the Western style 
saloon at Frontier Land. The club is 
independently run and both bonifide members 
and visitors are always welcome. They have just 
had their first birthday. It all sounds friendly and 
good fun so if in Morecombe a visit to the 
“Raiders” is it seems a must. 


Pete Naden, 


@ Val Sommers has joined Texas Steamboat 
Company and Dave McQueen has joined three 
former Hamiltons Power, to be known as Dave 
McQueen and The Power Band. Pete Naden is 
busy with both band and solo work, plus sitting 
in with a ‘Big Band’ as vocalist. 


11 Villdale Avenue KH vay 
Stockport SK2 5SQ 061 483 9532 


® Ken Harris & Station Break had the audience 
shouting for more at Rossington Labour Club as 
did The New Mel Hague Band. | say new because 
Old Gravel Boots has now surrounded himself 
with a band who's average age is 20. “Lee” on 
drums 17 - “Shane” on lead 18 - “Dominique” on 
bass 21 and good looking with it. A nice sound 
Mel youth and experience should go a long way. 


® Talking of Mel Hague, after launching The 
Manor at Maltby, Fridays its full house's all the way. 
Mel's wife Ivy has taken over the reins, as Mel and 
the Band are always in demand elsewhere. 


@ The Lakeside View at Hatfield Woodhouse now 
meets Tuesdays. One of my favourite listening 
venues this, but it will now clash with The Canal 
Tavern at Thorne just down the road? 


@ A sad note now “Andrew Firth” (24) known 
locally as John Wayne was tragically knocked 
down and killed on Boxing Night. He was on his 
way to see his favourite Duo “The Daltons” at 
Barnburgh Club. A full cowboy funeral with his 
favourite songs “My Best Friend” and “Trillogy” 
sung by Country artist and friends. Prompted 
Yorkshire Television and the local Media to cover 
the “event”. Why can't they give coverage to 
Country events on a more happy occasion? 


18 Powell Street 
Harrogate HG1 4BY LS @® 0423 508081 


NOTICE 


We regret that due to 
circumstances outside 

of the publishers 

control, we are unable 

to bring you certain 
Regular Regional Reviews 
this month:—— 


Centre, Folkestone. I'm told in need of more 
support they meet once a month on a Friday ... 


3 Woolage Green £n 
Canterbury CT4 6SF : vey 0304 830627 


LOTHIAN/ BORDERS 


Jean Shepard 


@ It's “all change” 

once again as far as Scottish 

bands are concerned, all that is left of Edinburgh 
band Desperado is bass player Dave Birrell who 
is currently getting a new band together ... Jack 
Easy's ex-bassist Frank Taylor has got together 
with several ex members of Desperado and 
formed a very nice sounding band called Texas 
Moon ... Jenny Young, keyboard player with 
Maggie and Tennessee Express has left to join 
the New Duke Boys, her place is taken by Dennis 
Morrison. As Gerry Ford and the New Duke Boys 
go their separate ways Gerry will now be backed 
by Veteran band Buzzard Creek from Falkirk ... 


Speaking of Gerry Ford, his new album “All Over 
Again” should now be available on the Trimtop 
label, Gerry tells me that on one track (I Always 
Get It Right With You) he is joined by Jean 
Shepard and another track dedicated to Boxcar 
Willie written by Gerry includes Boxie’s 
whistling? 


® Musicians still on the move in the Highlands, 
this month sees Allan Murphy, Colorado's 
drummer retiring from the scene. Allan wants to 
spend more time at home and have a rest from 
the music business. Taking his place will be 
Willie Anderson (ex Gambler & Reno) whose 
bubbly personality should blend in well with the 
rest of the line-up ... 


® Last month | wrongly (through no fault of 
mine) reported that Gambler were seeking a new 
lead player, sorry for any consternation caused ... 
By the time this goes to print Gerry Ford and 
Buzzard Creek should have settled in with one 
another. The boys in Buzzard Creek tell me that 
they are delighted to be working with Gerry and 
are looking forward to covering a lot of new 
territory with him. 


@ A new country music venue has opened its 
doors in Perth on Weds evenings at Electric 
Whispers. The management plan to promote 
country weekly until the end of March, when they 
will decide if it's viable, so country fans in Perth 
area it is up to you! 


SCOTS SCENE 


®@ Further to last months news regarding festivals 
and main shows due to take place in Scotland 
this year - | have been informed that yet another 
is in the pipeline. It's set for Falkirk during May, 
at the massive ‘Coasters’ venue. A call from the 
organiser tells me that this will be a first? on such 
a scale in the country field. Looking back a few 
years to Ingleton ... Ayr ...Aberdeen etc, has me 
wondering what is in store for the country fans 
when the show is confirmed. No doubt this extra 
cherry on the cake will be welcomed by the fans 
and at such a venue ... 


Songs. Songs & More Songs.... 


@ Remember the days when everyone wanted to 
be a country singer, guitarist, drummer etc? 
Seems nowadays the trend is well and truly on to 
song writing. Some of the material | have 
received in the mail is commendable. Bill Stewart 
has released a cassette of his own writings on 
country plus Scottish Traditional. Bill's song titles 
are all aptly put in this day and age with lyrics 
that leave nothing to the imagination. Checking 
through his country side | go for ‘Sittin Around 
Blues’ and ‘It's Not The Same’ ... could be 
something there for Bill. Another who has come 
to the fore is Jim Price - singer songwriter who 
was first mentioned in this column some time ago 
and since has been picking up some useful gigs. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP ... MARCH 1988 


® Also in the Perth 

area | note the Pine Martin 

recording studio which opened in November is 
becoming established, having already had artists 
from as far afield as Ireland in to record. All 
reports are of “excellent studio facilities and 
engineering’.One recent customer at the studio 
was “Gambler” who laid down the tracks for their 
new album “Headin’ Home” which should be 
available around the end of this month. The title 
track is a self-penned number by bass player and 
band leader Dougie Sim. 


® On the Record front:- Now available is “King’s 
Country” the latest offering on cassette from the 
Highland domiciled Irishman John C King. 
Released on the Donside label his cassette 
features a variety of material ranging from John’s 
unique version of “Tom Dooley” to the catchy 
“By Hook or by Crook” from the pen of the late 


No doubt a gent 

with talent for the cause and 

deserving of that elusive exposure break ... which 
is no new experience to a great many. Top of the 
heap must be Duggie Sim's self penned ‘Lonely 
Nights’. This also is the title of the new cassy 
release from Gambler. Recent visitors to Tuscon 
C.M.C. were Campbell’s Country and newcomers 
Dick Matteis & Geneva Owsley. The combination 
have teamed up to produce their single ‘Cotton 
Eyed Joe'/Schottische’. For those who often 
wonder (like myself) where the dance steps 
originate for some country dances, this single 
answers the question. An amusingly entertaining 
disc and | reckon a must for those ‘under the 
table’ foot - tappers. So much so, it almost 
convinced me | could dance. 


Douglas C.M.C. ... 


® Ever get one of those nights when you didn't 
want to leave the venue? This happened recently 
at the small township of Douglas, when the club 


@ | spent my first ever Hogmany away from home 


when | visited Pontins at Prestatyn for their 
Country Festival, this enabled me to renew my 
friendship with Dick and Geneva, the Western 
Dance Instructors from Virginia, and also to relax 
and listen to some excellent Country music. | 
have had quite a few phone calls in the past from 
people enquiring about Western Dance records 
and Instruction Books, | am now in a position to 
advise anyone who is interested if they just give 
me a Call. 


® The two clubs in the Edinburgh District are 
still doing well, with the Penville Club still 
packing this in at their Venue, the Countryside 
Inn, Roslin with recent visits from Nebraska, 
Buzzard Creek and Texas Moon. 


@ The Tucson Club in the Berry Suite have so 
far this year been entertained by Country Flavour 
with Pete Nichol, Gambler, Route 65 (who once 
again had house full notices on the doors) and 
Reno an excellent new band made up of two 
thirds of the old Gambler (plus Ronnie on bass). 


@ |'m told that things are still going well at the 
“Silver Dollar” C.M.C. in Hawick unfortunately 
I've misplaced the programme they sent to me so 
| must get along there ... and hopefully to The 
Colorado Club which still meets at the Ridge 
Hotel, Longridge, every Sunday. 


John C King. 


staged another ‘give away’ night. By saying give 
away | mean this is a regular feature at the club 
which thrives in giving worthy causes the benefit 
of any profits drawn at the club. On the night it 
was the local youngsters majorettes team and 
S.C.M.F. who were the immediate benefactors on 
the receiving end of handsome donations. On 
stage the happy-go-lucky Country Blues and if 
there has to be praise for any combo, this is it 
right down the line. Just a few copies ago | said | 
had seen this outfit perform better ... now | say | 
have never seen them any better. The collective 
applause received after one of the most hard 
rooted country sessions | have seen in many a 
long year, virtually found them hanging from the 
‘Crystal Chandeliers’ or laying their ‘Blanket On 
The Ground’. The band prefer to be known only 
by Jackie, Bobby, Jim and Alex ... but their 
attitude could be summed up in the statement ... 
“we try to please the punters all the time, and 
hopefully they enjoy it” ...unquote. | have to 
agree as more important people than those who 
pay at the door, | have yet to meet! Thank you 
Douglas C.M.C. 


| Hear That ... 


@ The Ole’ C.W.G. has changed venues and now 


"meet at the Abbot's Hall venue in Kirkcaldy each 


Sunday ... There's a new venue ‘The Ranch’ at 
Falkirk every Thursday - plus excellent service 
throughout the show ... Jim Price has been 
picking up some attractive gigs of late. One such 
being at Glasgow’s Country Corner ... Billie Jo 
Spears has been confirmed to appear at Butlin’s 
Ayre Festival during September ... Dumfries 
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Mick “Shag” Connor. John also does an 
impressive job on the Stuart Ross number “You'll 
Be Home”. Distribution has been organised in the 
UK and Canada where the last mentioned 
number should be very well received. John C.’ 
has been appearing a lot lately in the Highlands 
with his versatile “Family Band”, and they have 
been very well received. 


® Rumour has it that plans are afoot for a “New 
Country Club” to be formed at a venue on the 
outskirts of Inverness, several bands who have 
been approached to appear on Thursday nights, 
have been talking to the commitee of the long 
standing Inverness C.M.C. but have been advised 
“to take a booking”. (It's more work for them and 
“competition” can be healthy). A pity though that 
the parties involved, could not have been more 
supportive to the existing club, now in its 
fourteenth year!! 


® Aberdeen C.M.C. made their move from “Hotel 
Metro”, to Eagles and enjoyed a full house on the 
opening night, despite the fact that their former 
venue has set out to run in competition?! 


® This month sees “Four Wheel Drive” in these 
parts again and first time round for the brilliant 
duo “West ‘N’ Elliot”. 
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C.M.C. have signed and sealed Colorado/Gerry 
Ford/Duke Boys/Jody Smith/Blue Ridge 
Band/John C. King/Maggie & Tennessee 
Express/Duffy Brothers/Anne Williamson for the 
clubs festival. 


Duffy Brotners 


® Sincere get well wishes to good friend Alan 
Marshall (Edinburgh H.B.S.) who has been off the 
road for some time due to serious illness ... and 
to my own daughter Jacqueline and her long time 
sweetheart Graham French who make the trip to 
the marriage altar over Easter a hearty 
Congratulations. I'm told we will be hearing a 
touch of ‘new country’ at the reception - ‘The 
Wedding March’ played on steel guitar | wonder? 
Good Luck kids. 
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CUMBRIA REPORT 


®@ |'m afraid this will have to be my final 
Cumbrian column. Due to sheer pressure of other 
commitments | am not able to get to nearly 
enough events to make my authorship of this 
feature appropriate. | have to thank everyone who 
has assisted over the past year and a bit, 
especially Enid Thompson who | hope will feel 
able and willing to take over from me. 


® On the rare occasions when | have been able 
to get to a venue, | have to say how very friendly 
and welcoming | have found their committees 
and members, | have also been extremely 
impressed by the consistently high standards of 
entertainment which they present, month in, 
month out. Summer visitors please note. 


® Some of the local acts have impressed more 
than others, outstandingly the duo Lemon Grass, 
recommended by me in the past, | can only say 
to organisers outside the area that if you are 
looking for fresh blood and an excellent standard, 
you should book this duo. 


@ Some other local acts are capable of quite 
radical improvement, and | hope my past 
critiques have been taken by them in the spirit in 
which they were intended. | know their fans didn’t 


all take it that way, 
but | have a very thick skin!! 


To the fringe country music fans, of whom there 
is a large proportion in our Cumbrian audiences, 
| say please widen your horizons and find out 
how much outstanding country music you are 
missing. There is life beyond Don Williams, Billie 
Jo Spears and Tammy Wynette, not to mention 
some of to-day's clones! If in delving deeper into 
the many and varied facets of our music you 
receive even half the pleasure | have, then you 
will be well rewarded. 


®@ Obviously, | shall still get round the clubs 
when | can - for a start | have absolutely no 
intention of missing Dillinger on their 
forthcoming appearance at Workington B.L. It 
must be at least two years since | saw them, but 
if you believe that entertainment is the name of 
the game, then you should not miss them. 


EAST MIDLANDS 


® January brought the usual drop in attendance 
for many venues and bookings for acts but there 
were no known casualties in either department 
but there’s been a few changes ... Kevin Blake (ex 
Duke Boys) has joined “Out Of Hand” who are 
now fully pro and available Nationwide, likewise 
highly talented trio “Bandwagon” from whom | 
expect great things! 


® Local Artist Ricki Sylva has received 
tremendous support while he has been absent 
from the scene through illness, various venues 
have staged “Benefit Nights” and Nottingham has 
one organised at Gedling M.W., Plains Rd., 
Mapperley on Monday 7th March when “Spill The 
Beans”, “Adeys Hardware Co”, “T.P. Stubbs & 
Chas Collins”, “T. Jay Martin” and “Mick Smith” 
donate their services. The Show starts at 8.00p.m. 


e My pick of the month performance, was from 
Leicestershire based “Quicksilver” at the “Black 
Stetson” C.M.C. Albany Club, Stapleford, Notts. 
This five piece have a somewhat unusual line up 
of fiddle, pedal steel, upright bass and two 
acoustic rhythm guitars. The overall sound was 
as “pure” as I've heard for ages and alternating 
fiddle and pedal steel as lead instruments worked 
well, an update in material would | feel certain 
see them become a major force on the circuit. 


WEST MIDLANDS 


®@ Bombshell time in two major UK Bands, 
Johnny Casswell, lead guitar, in the Raymond 
Froggatt Band has left which caused a massive 
vacuum on the run up to the major concert due 
on Easter Monday at Wembley. Cassie, ex Little 
Ginny’s Room Service, ex Hurricane Ridge and 
session man to most Midland bands would be a 
very hard man to replace. 


® Shock Wave II, on a Monday morning Bob 
McKinlay received a phone call from his band 
Redwings lead guitar Virtuoso Hartley Cain 
resigning there and then. A spokesman for Bob 
McKinlay stated that although Hartley would be 
very difficult to replace immediately, no bookings 
would be pulled and the band would be on full 
strength at every gig, in addition they were 
looking for a keyboard player to work on a 
gospel tour project that was nearing finalisation. 


®@ Speaking to Hartley Cain he said that 
Raymond Froggatt had offered him the vacancy 
in his band and after twenty five years together 
he felt that any differences they had had in the 
past were now resolved and he looked forward to 
some exciting dates in the future Wembley and 
the forthcoming tour with Tammy Wynette. 


@ A new venue 

The Greyfriars, Gordon Road, 

Nottingham had a successful first night for a visit 
from Randy Blue, Bobbie Wyatt & Deep Water 
who have Frank Conway (bass) and Billy 
Gethings (drums) as replacements for Milan and 
Chris. Given time | feel this five piece could be 
stronger than the previous line up, it’s already 
noticeable how much extra drive they get from 
Billy on drums. Missing on the night were most of 
Randy’s self penned numbers due to lack of 
rehearsal time, result was a solid if unspectacular 
performance. This venue plans to run on 
alternate Thursdays (1st & 3rd of the month). 


@ On a recent miserable Monday | popped up to 
see Karl Richmond perform at my local “Social” 
Club and was surprised to see so many people in. 
| enjoyed his “Country” version of “House Of The 
Rising Sun” as well as an excellent instrumentally 
and vocally sounding version of “More Of You”. 
Karl deserves the acclaim he is beginning to get! 


@ Hartley Cain 
also hopes to spend more time in 
his studio doing session work and backing tracks. 


@ The above events must evoke memories of 
Cotton Gin in their heyday when Maurice Hipkiss, 
steel and dobro, left them for Barretta, when they, 
made the old Marlboro talent contest at Wembley, 
and spent more time on the main stage than the 
M.C. that year. 


@ The on stage image of the Froggatt Show was 
polished up at Brierley Civic Hall when all the 
new stage gear was displayed very smart, out 
goes Dave Bailey's famed white cap for a very 
stylish trilby after the vogue set by Mark Gray 
three years ago at Wembley. Sharing the billing 
was that duo masters of mirth Ray and Leo Duffy. 
Another sell out that proves quality sells. 


® My final plug is for the irish night at The 
Hilltop, Carlisle (First Thursday in March) 
featuring Susan McCann, The All Priests Holy 
Roadshow (I kid you not, they are all R.C. 
priests!), Father Michael Cleary, another singing 
priest and relater of humorous anecdotes, and 
the bon accords. Sounds like a show with a 
difference, to say the least! 


@ Finally | hope to still pop in Roundup with 
various features. | still get requests to revive the 


® Having seen Dillinger scores of times the 
extent of the progress of this Bradford based 
quartet has perhaps eluded me, especially that of 
young Steve Sagar ... but their most recent 
entertaining performance at Gedling M.W. really 
brought home to me just how talented this young 
man is, terrific vocals, sound musicianship, all 
delivered with the confidence that experience 
brings. From being at the beginning a near one 
man band, (Mike Sagar being the main man) they 
have all been allowed to develop their various 
talents within the tight and often restrictive 
confines of a road band. Democracy at its best 
with Derek and Colin also given equal 
opportunities to shine. 


® George Payne who has operated Players 
C.M.C., Aspley Lane, Nottingham for thirteen 
years, faces the prospect of having to wind things 
up unless attendances improve. Despite booking 
well known bands, charging a realistic admission 
and a venue that is both smart and comfortable, 
it's struggling. Club night is the first Friday of the 
month, you will be made very welcome ... 


@ Not even the considerable talents of 
Doncasters “Shackband” could entice enough 
fans to cover costs at “Silver Wheel” C.M.C., 
Pavilion, Long Eaton. On a really terrible night 
weather wise. But ... Phil, Kenny, Scott and Bill 


® Slightly less traumatic was the retirement of 
Texas Tom Russell from the band Whiskey River, 
Tommy, ex Dallas, and Saddietramps parted 
company amicably with Dave and Maggie 
Pearson who have brought in a new man from 
Redditch playing lead, banjo and mandolin. 


@ The double M at Wimblebury have changed 
the committee completely but contrary to 
rumours are very much alive and well as Mike 
Coulin and his Band proved to a packed room. 
The Conlin band drive music on with a great 
variety of style, wisely perhaps not having a lead 
guitar but using the steel as main force, nice 
touch is the bass doubling on mandolin, or was it 
a mandola?, when the steel plays bass. Highlights 
were “Wind Beneath My Wings” - whatever 
happened to Lee Greenwood. 


@ The tease from last months column with Joe 
Ely proved just that Ely’s manager pulled the plug 
on the tour due to “prior” commitments at home - 
decorating? Sad spin off means that proposed 
Butch Hancock/Jimmy Dale Gilmore visit is 
shelved. 


@ News that Bob Moore the licensee of that 
haven for the elite singer/songwriters the 
Radcliffe Arms in Oxford is moving out, rumour 
has it that he has been looking at pubs in 
Birmingham. Good to see Noel Dillon joining the 
exclusive “We played the Raddi Club”. One of the 
best shows was Wes McGlee and B.J. Cole. 


Susan McCann, 


“according to” column and | might just do that. 
Also your columnists’ profiles, although the last 
one, on Ann Carmody seems to have got lost in 
Roundup's offices. Have you hidden it Colin? 
See you around, 

Larry Drummond. 


‘Western Moor’ 
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soon banished all thoughts of weather with a 
magnificent performance that had the faithful 
drooling. | never tire of seeing this talented 
quartet for me their “have fun” approach is what 
it’s all about, that and of course their talent for 
making music. 


® Locals “Yellow Rose Band” were welcome 
visitors to The Greyfriars, Gordon Road, 
Nottingham’s second night, Eddie Duffy, Adrian 
Binks, Dave Cox and Tony Sergeant turned in an 
excellent performance, pleased to hear that 
bookings outside this area are beginning to come 
their way. Cambridge, Birmingham and even 
further afield “The Devils Right Hand” was my 
pick of an interesting and varied repertoire. 


® Apologies for the “Print” error last month 
regarding The Black Stetson, (Stapleford) and 
Adeys Hardware Company. In short their 
appearance drew a Capacity audience. It was 
Dillinger who arrived with “The Flu” rampant at 
Stapleford C.M.C.'’s Christmas Show on a 
miserable foggy night that meant the attendance 
was less than expected ... 
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® Noel Dillon and the Foster Boys have parted 
company with A.P.C. Music of Weymouth both 
recording and management deals Noel felt it 
would give him more freedom to control his own 
affairs! 


® The grapevine says Froggatt is cutting a ten 
track album of all new material on his own Topaz 
label ready for Easter. 


® Tourists in town include Sonny Curtis, the Zen 
Kharma man Steve Young and the man who 
revived the yodel Randy Irwin. 


® Trevor Cooper widens the Stag, Cannoch, with 
the start of Friday nights as well as some special 
mid-weekers featuring Irish acts. Saw Westwood 
perform a pleasant laid back show to an audience 
that wanted to listen, wonder how the “Aynock 
and Eli” cross talk “gooes” down in the South. 


® Watched the Shack Band at Derek O'Hallorans 
Sunday night at the Woodhayes enjoyed their 
own numbers and after repeated calls for “Mona 
Lisa” they showed their talent and memory and i 
played the Nat ‘King’ Cole version. 


~@ How come (knock-knock) that the Tammy 
Wynette tour is not anywhere near the Midlands, 
Jeffrey? 
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@ Over at Wokinghams popular “Triple C” 
C.M.C., Hawk, Amarillo, Bobby and Nashville 
Pride and Indiana, have all been seen of late. 
Whilst the Towns other club have been 
entertained by 4 Wheel Drive, Tony Collins, 
Firewater, Devils In Disguise, and Perfect 


THAMES VALLEY 


e Firstly my apologies to Dave Nelson, presenter 
of Radio 210’s Country Music Programme, | 
inadvertently reported his Coe + Bare Show in 


Strangers ... Further up the “Valley”, there’s been 
a lot of musical talent in the clubs lately ... 
Buckboard have been seen at three gigs, as too 


Reading as being in May ...... It's this month. have Country Choice,; Emerald with Sarah Jory, 
George Moody and the Squires, Spellbound, 
Desperado all have been entertaining their fans ... 
and “The Hills too, have been alive” with the 
Sound of Country Music ... Bob McKinlay and 
Redwing were at the “Last Chance” C.M.C. Little 
Kimble on not the best of nights, but a little fog 
wasn't going to keep me from seeing that 
McKinlay magic, or from visiting one of the 
friendliest clubs in the region ... 


®@ With much personal pleasure | look forward to 
an evening of pure nostalgia from two brothers 
who last sang together almost a decade & a half 
ago. In the 60's and early 70's, firstly called 
“Mountain Dewmen” and then as the “Barrett 
Brothers", Al and Malcolm Barrett travelled all 
over. Distance was no object. 


Nashville and 
perform at a few 

venues. Al returned home with a greater verve 

for music, and returned to the club circuit, so what 
started out as a one off performance, turned into 
a new singing career for Al Barrett. Now on April 
21st at the “H Bar C” C.M.C. (Wokingham) all 
former “Barrett” fans, can see and listen to Al and 
Mal Barrett grace the stage of a Country Music 
club for the first time together for more than 
fourteen years. 


@ Unfortunately, in the early 70’s they went 
separate ways ... Al formed his band called the 
“Linemen”, and remained a prominent figure in 
the country clubs, Malcolm tried going solo but | 
think his heart was not in it and he drifted away 
from the club circuit, but his love of the music 
never waivered and of late he's been doing the 
occasional guest spot with local band Tony 
Aston’s Original Shades ... Al Barrett's career had 
its highs and produced a couple of good Albums 
on “Sweet Folk and Country” label. But little 
twists forclosed on the “Linemen”. For a time Al 
tried his hand at club organizing but when he 
was asked to perform at the British Steel 
Convention at Newbury about three years ago he 
impressed visiting American steely Herb 
Rimmington so much, that he invited him to visit 


@ On the “grapevine” | hear tell of two more 
clubs opening in the Valley, a little down stream 
from our Oxfordshire cousins ... | hear also that 
TVS, are showing a bit of interest in country. 
Sunset Boulavard have been approached with a 
view to a little coverage ... Finally ... don’t blame 
me if | missed your club this month, if | have the 
info I'll write it up for coverage. So can | look 
forward to hearing from you? Until next month 
y'all be good to each other! 


® Country music is full of up's and downs, at 
one point we are thrilled to hear of a reunion and 
the next we hear of a Band, “calling it a day”. 
News is Drew Taylor, that small bundle of 
dynamite and fiddle player extraordinare has 
played his last gig with the “Brew”. A few weeks 
ago at Theale Social club. His farewell 
performance was played to a capacity audience. 
Drew now hopes to have more time to put his 
energies into his job or caring for the Mentally 
handicapped. The rest of the band continues 
under the name “Boss Band” all enquiries to Bob 
Bonhanm ... 
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Al Barrett 


LONDON SCENE 


@ | was back at Skee and Joan's club for the 
appearance of a particular favourite of mine, and 
| know many others, those escapees from North 
of The Border Dixie & Allon who only know how 
to play entertaining country, with the fine 
acoustics in the club Isobel and the boys gave 
those present what they came to seek - 


@ In the club that night was one Hans 
Vischjager, European manager of Jimmy Lawton. 
Hans informs me that his Oklahoman lad will be 
back in the U.K. during April and May together 
with Trudy Wells and the Hot Beaver Band from 
Belgium. 


® Talking of forthcoming events reminds me that 
at the S.T.C. on May Bank holiday, John & 
Jennie will be providing their first Country 
Festival under the auspices of the club and with 
music from midday until 9pm. £5 on the day or £4 
if prebooked parking space should be no problem 
with space for about 1500 cars, while | hear that 
many other attractions will be going on at the 
same time ... 


HOME COUNTIES 


@ There's been Live Country Music, mainly via 
solo artists every Tuesday evening at the cosy 
Dog and Partridge Tavern, Yateley. This year I've 
seen Jimmy Gibson, who normally plays with the 
group Hobo. The following week | met Dave 
Vernon, who came all the way from Chesham, 
Bucks. A true Professional, Dave has been 
working solo for ten years, he calls himself the 
Roamin’ Country Singer, which is also the title of 
one of his self written songs. Another of his own 
songs is “Child Of 45” based on a true story. He's 
sent a tape of his songs to Nashville, to take part 
in a competition. He’s written some beautiful 
words, set to some very catching country tunes. | 
wish him success. 


® During the same month | watched local singer 
from Camberley, Harry T, sing and play his 12 
string guitar. He featured many medleys of well 
known country tunes and popular 60's style 
music ... 


@ The Chiddingfold Club, “Southern Belle”, 
reported a full house for the music of Dixie and 
Allon, who are clearly one of the most popular 
bands to come from Scotland, who tour the 
South. | also saw “Julie Byrne’s Band” perform in 


@ Mentioning the 


S.T.C. reminds me | was at the 

club a few weeks back for the visit of Julie 
Byrne’. Now | have never been what could be 
termed one of Julie's faithful fans having had 
reservations about her act/music. But here was 
one occasion when | was made to eat my words - 
her show was first class and | don’t believe I've 
ever heard her sounding better. She was so good 
in fact that John Salmon booked her on the night 
for that aforementioned festival and | found 
myself wholeheartedly agreeing with him on this 
decision. It's always nice when you can be 
proved wrong in a pleasant way. 


@ |t seemed to be one of those periods when the 
ladies come to the forefront, because the next 
visit was also to see "Greta with her Stray Shots” 


this club. Although 

| had not seen her before, | 

do know she's a seasoned performer, and been 
on the road for 18 years. A fully professional 
outfit this, which showed in their performance. 
Julie's lovely voice is well suited for Patsy Cline 
songs, and the other members of the band each 
took turns as lead vocalist. On that night some 
guests brought along food and presents and gave 
Derek Blackmore, an organiser of the “Texas 
Drovers”, a surprise party for his 40th. birthday. 


@ | discovered recently that the Fort Worth 
C.M.C. organisers, (Woking,) chose the name of 
their club because of fond memories of holidays 
in Fort Worht, Texas a few years ago. | also 
discovered that a warm welcome awaits you 
when you visit this venue. On one of my visits 
there we danced to the music of “Firewater”. The 
guitar work of Jim Nichol was super ... He and 
Bill Rediff took it in turns to sing lead, whilst 
Steve Gee joined in on the harmony with Alan 


at Northumberland Heath's Virginian club. This 
group who | had not witnessed for about twelve 
months have certainly started to put it together 
again smartly turned out (I loved Greta’s dress). | 
just wish they had a bit more natural relaxed 
mobility on stage, the music is first rate but you 
feel there's still a certain quota of nerves within 
them - once this is straightened out more will be 
heard of Greta & her (Far From) Stray Shots. 


® Regular readers of this column will know | am 
a fan afficiendo of “Spellbound” so it will not 
surprise you that | took myself, to a long time 
watering hole of yesteryear, Lewisham’s Roebuck 
to see them ... Yes the same Roebuck that older 
members of the fraternity will remember once 
played host to young bands like Jonny Young, 
Roger Humphreys, Frank Jennings and dare | say 
it “Tom Jennings”, back when country wasn’t 
cool. The venue which best resembles | would 
say, a South of the River version of the Mean 
Fiddler (That is without the West End clout) is 
“holed” up in the dive bar. 


®@ Not having visited “Peak Freans” C.M.C. 
recently, | took care of that omission to see 
George Moody and Country Squires, | could 
eulogise about this group but that has been done 
too many times by others except to say it was 
just what | expected from one of the most 
professional groups in the area. 


Binks who was the new bass player in the band, 
and | really liked the effect provided on 8 drums, 
5 cymbals and set of chimes, which made a nice, 
if unusual country sound during many of their 
songs. Firewater featured several new songs 


ODDS & SOLUBLES. 


@ Here's some for your diary when on “The 
Ranger’, C.M.C. presents Sonny Curtis together 
with Kelvin Henderson and His Band, Gerry 
Hogan and Norman Mourant and O.T.T. at Clere 
School, Burghclere, Near Newbury ... Incidentally 
congratulations to the Silver Horseshoe on 
passing their first birthday ... 


® Also in March if you have not managed to see 
Greta & The Stray Shots on the 5th they are at 
The Red Garter, Gillingham, Gravesend’s Milton 
Road club on the 6th, and Blue Montana Skies on 
the 26th ... 


@ Finally this month sympathy's go to Country 
Journalist Bob Powel on the loss of his well 
known canine reporter Casey. | know what it's 
like mate to lose mans best friend, and | know 
many people in country music will miss seeing 
the little fella ... 
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Firewater 


which they plan to record ... and when asked, the 
public opinion, was obviously very favourable! 
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SHADES OF GREEN 


@ The third annual “IRMA - Milk Music Awards” 
will be presented live in Dublin’s National 
Concert Hall, on Friday 11th March, with the 
show televised by RTE 1. The event is organised 
by the I.F.P.I., the official body representing all 
major Irish and international record companies, 
in association with the National Dairy Council 
and RTE. The public were invited to vote for their 
favourite recording idols in ten different 
categories. 


@ Artists nominated in the “Irish Country” 
section include, Longfords new country star Mick 
Flavin, who's made a real impact. From Cork 
traditional music man, who crossed over to 
country Mick Hanley and his Rusty Old Halo. 
Veteran Westmeath singer Ray Lynam is also 
included along with Donegal composer Charlie 
McGettigan who has composed several country 
hits for songstress Maura O'Connell. But tipped 
to take the Award will be the hit maker both at 
home and in the U.K. Daniel O'Donnell. An 
interesting line-up of top names, all in firm 
competition. 


@ One of the top blue grass music groups 
around must be The Pyros a new six piece band 
based in Buncrana. The six are Billy Robinson 
and Lawrance Doherty late of Quarterdeck, 
Ciaran Tourish a former member of Aileach, John 
Cutliff ex-Pluto who team up with sessionmen 


Paul Rodden and 
Kevin Doherty. The six recently 

recorded a special session in Radio na 
Gaeltachta’s Gweedore studio, and producer 
Conall O'Duffai has been inundated for requests 
to play the Pyros on tracks such as Blackberry 
Blossom, Doggy Mountain Breakdown etc. The 
Pyros have a superb sound, a group who just 
enjoy playing their own unique blue-grass music 
style. 


® Strabane singer Charlie Campell, toured 
America with Silver Wing, and the U.K. and home 
scene with Eileen King & Her Kingsmen. Now 
manager Doreen Mullen, is promoting Charlie 
fronting his own band The Colours. Charlie has 
lately been in Northsound Studio, Dungannon 
recording tracks for his debut solo single. The 
band are winning over many new country fans, 
and Doreen has an impressive looking diary of 
dates for them for ‘88. 


@ The legendary Big Tom is back on wax with 
an excellent four track “EP” entitled “You Are My 


EAST ANGLIA 


@® The NCO Club RAF Mildenhall (open to the 
public on Sundays) afforded me the opportunity 
to see Pinewood County again. This very good 
western dance band currently “only play the 
bases” Their punchy sets included: “Family 
Tradition”, “Forever And Ever, Amen”, “Waltz 
Across Texas” and the Forester Sisters’ “Just In 
Case", but my pick of the evening was most 
definitely the Highway 101 number “The Bed You 
Made For Me”. 


@ The Apollo Club (Harleston) have bestowed 
hard-working band local Clancy with their award 
for the “Best all-round performance”, and at a 
recent encounter at the Ghostriders | was able to 
see why. Although | personally feel they could go 
a lot further with the addition of some more up- 
to-date material? 


@ |'ve made two visits recently to the extremely 
well-attended Armadillo Club, Bob and Pat 
Stewart work hard to run a very friendly club, and 
during the next couple of months the following 
bands can be found there: Rio, Silver Ace, Salt 
Box Band, Clovis, Stewart Bros & 1st Chapter, 
Desperado, West Virginia and Lazy Dog. (A first 
appearance in our area for one or two of these 
bands.) 


@ | was glad 

| caught the Bob McKinlay & 

Redwing/Little Ginny/Tammy Cline evening at 
the Theatre Royal. McKinlay’s set included 
Rodney Crowell’s “Till | Gain Control Again”, (the 
inevitable) “Let's Hear It For The Red, White And 
Blue” and “English Born and Dixie Fried”, but my 
highlight was his rendition of DAC’s “Would You 
Lay With Me”. Talking of D.A.C., the closest his 
tour with Bobby Bare comes to our area this 
month is the Ritz Theatre, Lincoln - rumours of a 
Norfolk/Suffolk gig proved to be unfounded. 
These two ex “Pump Boys and Dinettes” ladies 
were excellent, super harmonys, and a cross- 
section of material, gave something for everyone. 
Both looked splendid in white and gold outfits, 
but made three changes during the performance, 
probably one would have been enough. My only 
other adverse thought was as to why a singer of 
competence of Tammy Cline should need a 
music stand ...? Nevertheless they thrilled the 


BORDER COUNTIES 


@ The Causeway CMC which meets at the 
football club at Cinderford is drawing big enough 
crowds to keep having good acts on stage. One 
of their recent nights featured the ‘Kevin Duffy 
band’, with Jon Derek now well settled into the 
act the band really gave the packed house a night 
to remember and already have several return 
bookings in their diary for later this year. 
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@ The Golden Valley C.M.C. based at Park Hall, 
Wormelow, Nr Hereford too are pulling good 
crowds with some first class shows. Manchester's 
Jimmy Kincade & Cougar were set to make their 
first visit to the club but illness forced Jimmy to 
pull out & Dave McQueen kindly stepped in to 
take his place. From the way these lads 
performed you would think they had been 
together for years, apart from Dave's great vocals 
the crowd were also treated to some fine pedal 
steel solo’s by ‘Melvin Duffy’ & ‘Joe Brown’ 
brought the dancers to a halt with a brilliant drum 
solo. Mick on Bass did a fine job too. Lorne 
Gibson's guest spot benefited from the backing 
of “Cougar” whilst local band ‘Country Roads’ 
played their part well as support act. 


@ The club 

has since featured 

Peterborough’s “Circuit Judge” 

who were also making their debut 

at the venue. The support act was Johnny 
Spencer from Bristol. The crowd was lower than 


usual due to bad weather but those that did make 
it were treated to an excellent night out with both 


acts on top form. During the evening it was 
announced the club choice as “act of the year” 
for 1987 was ‘Bromford County’ from the Forest 
of Dean and runners up were Country Wine! 


@ Hereford’s Richmond Club featured Midland 
based ‘Kelly's Heroes’ who were making their first 
visit to the venue playing music mainly to suit the 
dancers, the band still made a name for 
themselves on the night and'I'd bet they will be 
getting a return booking. 


@ Another band making their first visit to this 
part of the world recently were ‘Texas Steam 


Sunshine”. After chart success of “Come Home 
Danny Boy”, singer Seamus McGee is back with 
another original offering “Crazy Isn't It”. Gemma 
Hasson revives that old favourite “Southern Dixie 
Flyer”, a potential hit, no doubt. 


Brian Coll 


After the success of his RTE series Johnny 
McEvoy has as his latest “Staten Island” a track 
from his forthcoming album. | still await a copy of 
“Two's Company” a duet from Daniel O'Donnell 
and his sister Margo. Album wise, Maura 
O'Connell's recorded her latest album “Western 
Highway” in Nashville, also in Nashville Susan 


audience with: “What In The World Am | Gonna 
Do About You”, “Cajun Moon”, Vince Gill’s “Turn 
Me Loose”, a Patsy Cline medley where Tammy 
took the lead on “Crazy” (one she does very 
well), “Dear Brother” (a capella), a change of 
apparell brought about the inclusion of some 
cowboy material (and the inevitable singalong so 
loved by Norfolk audiences) “Don’t Fence Me In”. 
Two Judds' numbers finished the night - “Have 
Mercy” and “Girls Night Out”, 


® Another highspot of an extremely bleak mid- 
winter of local bands, and that was the incredible 
Stu Page and Remuda, found - where else - but 
at my usual two-stepping haunt in Suffolk. Four 
sets of country music the Stu Page way, 
including “I'd Lie To You For Your Love”, 
“Hickory Wind”, Stu's own “Florida Feeling”, and 
from the band’s soon to be released album 
“Restless Wheels”. 


@ A benefit evening held at the Lucky Strike 
C.M.C., (Wisbech) raised over £450 for Ricki 
Sylva, the bands providing their services on this 
occasion were Ohio State and the King’s Lynn- 
based Southern Home Service. (nice one fella’s). 


@ News of a new venue at Holme Vale Village 
Hall, starting this month with Sylvia and the Silver 
Dollar Band. 


@ | had not seen Dave Lord and Country Gold 
for some time, so popped along to the nearby 
Armadillo Club. They proved to be an adequate 


Jim Reynolds’ 


Boat Company’, a five piece from the North West. 
They provided good vocals plus some comedy 
and good instrumentals. They had a style that 
was a little bit different’and it went down very 
well. 


McCann and Brendan Quinn recorded “Sonny's 
Dream” together. Sixteen tracks of “Country 
Favourites” is the latest from Hugh McLean and 
his Hitch-Hikers. 


@ The Kerry Cowboys are a new name, but 
featuring well known names like Dermot Moriarty 
as lead singer, and ace record producer and 
musician Basil Hendrix, late of the T.R. Dallas 
band! 


® Awards time at Harmac Music. As Brendan 
Harvey and Jack McNeice present accolades to 
their top sellers. Foster and Allen who were 
awarded a Platinum Disc for sales of their 
“Reflections” album. A Gold Disc too for Susan 
McCann for her “20 Country Classics” and for 
Brian Coll for sales of his album “Old Loves 
Never Die”. There was a Silver Disc for Mick 
Flavin for his debut album “I’m Gonna Make It 
After All". (Our congratulations to these top 
sellers). Don’t forget that in Ireland an album that 
sells 10,000 gets a Silver Disc, 15,000 brings Gold 
and 25,000 a Platinum Disc. Sales for singles are 
even lower 7,500 for a Silver, 10,000 for a Gold 
and 20,000 for a Platinum Disc. Strange few Irish 
singles sell over 1,000 copies.. 


@ Finally can we offer our sincere condolences 
to RTE’s country music host Senator Paschal 
Mooney, on the sudden death of his father. 

Till we meet next month. 

Slan Go Foill - 


‘Bunbeg' Letterkenny 
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club band, but less than exciting in my book, 
including a few ‘safe’ modern numbers in their 
basic repertoire. 


@ By the time you read this Louisiana Hellraisers 
should be back in our area (they, along with 
Nashville Fever, Spellbound - and now Stu Page 
and Remuda - are firm favourites at the Rod and 
Gun Club at RAF Lakenheath). | hear a change of 
line-up now incorporates the modern sounds of a 
keyboard into the band, which will be returning 
to the Armadillo Club twice during 1988. 


®@ And now to my own news. I'm pleased to be 
booked by Pontins to run their Western Dance 
instruction at their Hemsby festival the first week 
in the Autumn. I've also been approached by 
clubs and festival organisers to put on western 
dance displays, among them Barry Newman of 
the Norfolk Country Music Association who tells 
me that the Association are approaching all local 
clubs to put on a gig to raise money for the heart 
monitor at the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital. Any 
bands interested in taking part in the latter please 
get in touch. 


@ And finally ... | note Tony Rouse and his Circle 
T Band plan to make their London debut at the 
Mean Fiddler, Harlesden, 
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® The new club at the “Craven Arms” Hotel 
made a fine start with Shrewsbury's own “Delta 
Dawn” doing the honour’s. As | expected this act 
put on a great show and they really do seem to 
get better each time | see them! This club meets 
weekly, so two more shows since with ‘Carl 
Jennings’ being followed by ‘Pien Evans’. Both 
were well attended and if all goes well the club 
intends to put on “Extra Specials” every few 
months. 


@ The ‘Wild West’ C.M.C. at Wigmore near 
Leominster featured ‘Big Jim Reynolds’ on stage 
for their New Years Shows and ‘Cindy & Dave’ 
have done the honour’s since. Both acts did a 
good job and both shows were well attended. 


@ | note Hereford United C.M.C. recently booked 
local act The ‘Roger Wood Duo’ and promoter 
John Griffiths tells me that as from April their 
club will meet fortnightly instead of monthly. 


@ | caught up with the local trio “Country 
Company” a couple of times in the last few 
weeks, they are still pulling good crowds... 


@ The “Linger Longer” C.M.C. held their first 
club night of ‘88 with the ‘Texan Country Band’ 
and the ‘Maralene Powell Trio’, both did excellent 
sets, captivating a large crowd, providing a night 
to remember. 
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SOUTH WALES 


@ The OK CMC which runs every Sunday at the 
Malpas Unionist Club, Newport, kicked off with 
“Country Friends” making a return visit and an 
improvement on their previous showing, Bob, 
John and Richard, including a nice number in 
“Here Comes That Rainbow Again” ... Pete 
Palmer and his Country band followed , | liked 
“Bull Run” and Pete’s own “Lisa Ann”. Julie, on 
bass has a good voice, but could do with it 
coming over a bit stronger. Also | felt a little more 
harmony wouldn't have been out of order ... The 
Foster Boys and their Civil War themes gave me 
pleasure. “Soldier Grey” and “Rainbow Man” as 
usual got me going. The absence of Christine 
Thomas was a disappointment, but, that apart, a 
really good show from a band which | think are 
now among the top flight of our present bands ... 
The Mississippi Gamblers, standing in for the 
cancelled band, delighted Roger and the rest of 
us with “El Paso City”. | think the “Timberwolf”, 
who sings up front, is attempting to bring Welsh 
songs into country music. Why not? The Irish do 
it really well, why not us? “Dark As A Dungeon” 
was the latest on offer, being a reference to the 
Welsh mines! 


®@ "Folsom: Prison Blues” was to be expected 
from Wales’ answer to Johnny Cash, ie Cal Ford, 
who, with his Brakemen, disturbed the sawdust at 
the Wine Press in St. Mary St., Cardiff. “Special” 


The Dave Bruce Trio also offered 

a few new numbers together with their old 
favourites. | picked out “Yesterday Just Passed 
My Way Again” as being particularly well 
performed. The Wine Press is still talking about 
T. J. McLane, and a tremendous show. His 
variations in tempo, volume, and key, were 
brilliant, while his material is top drawer stuff. 
“Could | Have This Dance For The Rest Of My 
Life” was my favourite, while “Colorado Kool Aid” 
proved the most interesting among the onlookers. 
Good show T,J. The venue finished the month 
with the Dylan Bros, Dave and Pete, who played 
on long after their time, his superb “Wind 
Beneath My Wings” from Dave held me 
spellbound. 


@ The Tredegar Arms, Newport have revived 

their fortnightly country nights. Starting on a 

Thursday, but intending to run Fridays, Kelvin 
Henderson and Des Richards opened the 


AVON CALLING 


® | went to the Wyvern Theatre at Swindon and 
saw an impressive show from Martin Connors & 
The Carrot Crunchers, & The Yetties. The 
promotion was sold out 2 weeks prior, so 
management must have wished they had it 
booked for two days instead of one. Mart’ 
Connors & The Carrot Crunchers have worked 
hard since the sad loss of Shag Connors, whose 
record of “Bog-eyed Jog” raised over £50,00 for 
the Children in Need appeal ... The group have 
just completed some work for H.T.V. and a new 
single is due out this month - (well done lads, 
you deserve it!) The Yetties, are four really nice 
lads who play a mixture of instruments, 
concertina, melodion, bowed psaltery, whistles 
and saws, perform folk rather than country but | 
would recommend you see them if you get the 
opportunity, they provide great entertainment. 


@ \t was nice to see “Western Union” back 
together again recently at the Hambrook Inn after 
a 12 month break. 


@ Barrie from Swindon Silver C.M.C. sent me his 
report, “A return visit of Kelvin Henderson 
playing to a full house, made for a wonderful 
night of music, with everyone asking when they 
were coming back?! For their second show of 


the 
month it was a 

return visit from Sunset Boulevard 

(seven in the band) and the crowd gave them a 
standing ovation at the end ... by the way Barrie, 
congratulate the person who did the lighting for 
the Kelvin show!!!" 


@ jn her letter from the Continental Divide 
C.M.C. Isa Mclsaac informs me thus, “We had a 
New Year Special featuring our own much 
acclaimed Medicine Bow. Who won the Best 
“West Country” Band award at our club... it was 
a great evening with a real party atmosphere ... 
The support act was “West & Elliot”, (previously 
called The Allan West Duo,) and everyone said 
how good they were. Johnny Carter & Hurricane 
Ridge, (Johnny now has a new group of 
musicians backing him), really enjoy their music. 
Johnny left the stage to the band in his second 
set and they did a great job. The support act was 
another new visitor Gary Roberts from Wales (not 
Welsh but Irish which comes across on the Foster 
& Allen ballads). A lovely pleasant voice and nice 


SOUTHERN STYLE 


@ New Years Eve (still worth writing about) was 
one I'll never forget and probably my best ever ... 
(who put the vodka into my tonic and limes!) As 
Mike Peters & Valerie took me out in the wilds, to 
Roddington Forge. You'd need a map or good 
local knowledge to find it, but a packed crowd 
did. Pete Henry was holding the fort for the 
evening ... and some of the morning! As he sang, 
played, joked and in between played tapes for 
umpteen hours ... whilst we ate drank and danced 
at this fancy dress “do”. | jigged around with an 
Andy Pandy, a French Maid (Yummy!) a lady 
wearing a top hat and not a lot more, a gangsters 
moll, a Womble (who | quickly discovered was a 
feller!) more recognisable ladies such as two 
Valeries, a Mary, etc... all very attractive, of 
course! Guvnor Colin made me most welcome 
(and buys the CMRU since his last mention!) and 
| secured a permanent invite along with any 
friends for the future ... Dixie, Allon and the 
Backroom Boys are there shortly. 


@ In spite of rumours that the place is folding ... 
can't believe that ... your admission fees are too 
low! But a quid for New Years Eve was a joke ... 
and £1.50 for a Dixie and Allon night? No venue 
exists on it’s bar takings alone ... The place is 
atmospheric, the crowd friendly, the grub is 


great, 
that postage 

stamp dance floor helps you 

know your partner quicker! Try it yourself ... it’s 
in Allington Lane near Fair Oak and just off the 
M27 if you can find the exit, east of 
Southampton. 


@ Not a lot else to report ... cold and wet 
weather has cut down my jaunts ... but I'm 
booked for several things onwards ... 


@ Another fracas is developing twixt 
Southamptons Southern Evening Echo and 
Wildwood “South”, C.M.C’s Reg. Lodge seems ... 
their lack of reporting on country music in it's 
pages, has led to the worthy and indignant Reg. 
sending two tickets to the paper's Editor for the 
Guildhall show on February Sth ... (more on this 
next month). 


@ From outside the immediate area of 
Southampton, comes news of the loss of the 
Chichester C.M.C.’s Welcome Inn venue on 
Sundays ... bossman Tony Bleach having opted 
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proceedings with an interesting performance. 
“Paradise” and “Catfish John” grabbed me, while 
Des did a solo spot, which included “On The 
Other Hand”, Kelvin refreshed himself by joining 
the (ten strong crowd) for a beer (we need more 
support than that folks!). 


Carrot Crunchers, 


@ With full band Kelvin Henderson hit the 
Maesyrhiw Country Inn, Cwmbran, Gwent for a 
Saturday night out. Throat troubles gone Kelvin 
gave a tremendous show. 


personality, singing many of his own self-penned 
numbers, hope to see him back soon.” 


Kelvin Henderson 


® Alan Glasbey wrote to me for the first time to 
tell me about the Triple C C.M.C. at Corsham 
Community, Corsham, “We have been in 
existence for the last 18 months with 
considerable success. We usually have two 
months of local bands followed by acts that are 
not usually heard in the South West, we would 
like to get more Northern Bands but the travelling 
does present a problem. What we would like to 
do is to twin with another club in Gloucester or 
Somerset so between us we could book these 


out after many years ... but this has brought 
about the “Petersfield C.M.C.” on the same night 
at the nearby Social Club ... (all reports speak 
well of programme and attendances). Meanwhile 
Tony and his merry band of West Sussex lads 
and lassies are still going strong at the club's 
other venues, and lan Grimes in a recent club 
newsletter speaks highly of Dave Keen as a 
“Singer of Songs”. The 1988 programme at 
Hannahs, Bognor Regis, and Lavant Village Hall, 
as well as the aforementioned St. Georges Hall at 
Whyke, Chichester, looks good ... George Moody 
gigs there on March 26th ... contact Tony on 
Chichester 527439 and for the “Petersfield 
C.M.C.” call Sheila 0962 52612. 


@ We note that Petworth has Saturdays booked 
at the Sylvia Beaufoy Centre for “country” bands 
... tel: 0798 42509 or 43797 for details ... and the 
Stars & Bars C.M.C. operates at Littlehampton's 
Wick Football Club (Sundays), there’s some 
(same night) competition from the Railway Club 
at Littlehampton ... just a few miles away! 


® Worthing’s Assembly Hall has David Allen Coe 
and Bobby Bare show on March 13th ... a Sunday 
... whilst the nearby Worthing Pavilion brings in 
Daniel O'Donnell on March 7th and Johnny 
Spencer with AG & Kate on the 19th April ... and 
Spill The Beans return 10th May! 


@ Bearing out, | think, what I've often 

said, no one knows just what is around the 
proverbial corner in our lives ... even those of us 
who can at times discern the future, if dimly. This 
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@ A new club, the “Pine Cabin” held fortnightly 
on Saturdays was launched at the Masons Arms, 
Pantygasseg, Nr. Pontypool, when T.J. McLane, 
who some will remember from the band Concord, 
who backed Car! Gibson on his come back some 
time ago, sang “Rhinestone Cowboy”. The club 
was under way. Go along and meet Bill and 
Helen Reeves, nice folks who will make you 
welcome. 


@ | met up with Don Leather and Cindy, at 
Swansea CMC. Cindy is much improved and 
more confident since my last sighting and they 
are even more an act of quality. A great show, 
from two of country's most friendly people. My 
pick of the evening, “The Race Is On”, and 
“White Pearl Handled Gun”, “Frisco”, resident 
act, as always, gave good support, especially with 
“You've Never Been This Far Before, (Boom. 
Boom. Boom)”. 


@ "Heaven Is My Woman's Love”, filled the hall 
at “The Plough” at Aberaman, near Aberdare. 
Andy Morris the cause of this, is a firm favourite 
here now ... but my’star spot this month goes to 
Kelvin Henderson and his band at the Maesyrhiw 
Country Inn, with “Red Neck, White Socks And 
Blue Ribbon Beer”. ~ 
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bands on consecutive nights but the distance 
between the two clubs means that we are not in 
opposition to each other?” They had a return visit 
from Cottonblend and the dance floor was 
packed, (a band that seems to get a crowd 
going). They were pleased to see members of the 
White Horse, Westbury visiting and hope to see 
them again ... Any club interested in “twinning” 
contact (0249) 712577.” 


@ Barry Graham reports, when “Dave Sheriff & 
Nicki Clarke appeared at the Well’s Buses Club 
not a seat could be found after 8.30 and their last 
spot lasted 1 hour & 55 mins, but even that was 
not enough for an audience who had danced “all 
night”. It took a long time for the applause to 
fade away” ... We wish them continued Good 
Luck with their Cancer Aid Campaign.” 


© Must mention that the 2nd Annual Sarah Jory 
Fan Club show is to be held at the Brewhouse 
Theatre, Coal Orchard, Taunton on April 5th 
featuring Sarah and Emerald. Contact The 
Brewhouse on 0823 283244. 


@ Thanks for all your letters this month greatly 
appreciated, please keep them coming 
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column, this month, cannot conclude without 
mentioning the tragic loss of one of our “good 
‘uns” ... Bob Howard, who fronted the very 
popular Southern Roots for about 10 or 11 years. 
Bob died on January 14th in a fall from the first 
floor of our local Ocean Village complex. Some 
hint of the lads popularity came when nigh on 
400 people turned up at Sholing Church to see 
him off ... musicians and ex-musicians, clubs, 
friends, of which he had many. Our sympathy 
goes out to his wife Kay and family ... and it was 
inspiring to hear one of Bob’s songs being played 
as they left the service, with some joining in with 
the words. His idol was Lefty Frizzell ... they'll be 
making marvellous music together on that big, 
big stage, | m sure. | have a few memories to 
share with Bob when we went to gigs all packed 
into the band waggon ... some funny, some not ... 
like the night the back axle went just before we 
set off to a Worthing gig ... with Bob crawling 
about under the thing putting a new one in ... we 
got there! Or the one at Basingstoke when we 
were on our way to one of my two-band shows 
and the main hose burst! We also got there ... but 
it cost a new engine! Ah. well ... you won't be 
forgotten, Bob ...Kay ... remember, that in spite of 
the darker days, spring always arrives ... no one 
can stop it. 
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KEITH 
SHEPHERD 
Artiste, Compere & 

Stage Manager 
061-973 6380 
Equity & M.U. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
credited to Brian Shelley 
obtained by writing to:- 


‘Photo File (Dent. CMRU) 
15 Chilcott Road, Watford 
WD2 5LF. Tel: (0923) 51217. 


INTERNATIONALLY 
RENOWNED RECORD CO 


WITH HITS IN THE U.S.A, 
JAPAN, AND ENGLAND 


1S NOW STARTING A NEW 
LABEL TO SPECIALISE IN 
COUNTRY AND WESTERN 
MUSIC 


IF YOU WRITE AND PERFORM 
YOUR OWN MATERIAL, SEND 
TAPE, PHOTO AND BIOGRAPHY 
(WITH S.A.E. FOR RETURN) TO:- 


A&R (DEPT CMRU), 
HEMINGBROUGH HALL, 
HEMINGBROUGH, NORTH 
YORKSHIRE, YO8 70S 


BOOKINGS DIRECT 
Alf Roberts (0244) 813009 


AllEnquiies 
Tel - 051 920 3322 


— 0724 rain 
JILL THE B 


051-430-9001 


HIGH SPEED DUPLICATION 
MASTERING, DUBBING, EDITING 
INLAY CARD & SIDE LABEL DESIGN 

& PRINTIN 
THE COMPLETE SERVICE 


AMPEX & BASF DISTRIBUTORS 
STUDIO ACCESSORIES 


RAINHILL TAPE SPECIALISTS 
*- MUSIC HOUSE, 369 WARRINGTON ROAD, 
RAINHILL, PRESCOT, MERSEYSIDE 


The Ideal Gift For Friend. 
, a Pa a ey | 


* 


Eee 


¥ 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


SUN VISOR 1:50 


31 


Send cheque/P.0. to Country Music Round Up. (Visor Offer). 
286/287 High Street (Upper Precinct) LINCOLN LN2 1AL 


URGENT - ATTENTION 
CLUB ORGANISERS 


NOEL DILLON AND THE 
FOSTER BOYS 
wish it known that they have 
parted company 
with A.P.C. Management, and 
are now taking bookings direct. 


They will honour all existing 
bookings. Club Organisers are 
requested to telephone 
0952- 590045 
to confirm. 


Any inconvenience is regretted. 


credited to Jim Silverthorn can 
be obtained by writing to:- fg 


JUNE WILSON’S 
WESTERN DANCE CLUB 
meets every Wednesday 

7.30-10.pm ° 


CANARY 


Heartsease Estate, Norwich 


Teaching: Texas Two-Step, Cotton-Eye Joe, 
Schottische, Ten-Step, Cowboy Boogie, 
The Freeze, Slap Leather, ‘Tulsa Time’, 
California Freeze, Cowgirl Shuffle, etc. 


Dance Instruction: £1 
Enquiries: Norwich (0603) 632563 


IF YOU LIKE COUNTRY MUSIC - 
WHY NOT COME ALONG AND LEARN TO 
DANCE TO IT? 


SQUARE DEAL 
PROMOTIONS 


SOLE UK AGENT 
FOR TOP IRISH ACTS 


JOHN C KING 
THE COTTON MILL BOYS 


Now Booking for 1988... 
0463 221268 


JIM DUNCAN 
The Magnificent Music Machine 


Telephone 


COUNTRY 


0272 671067 


The Mel Hague Band 
Festival - Concert Cabaret, 


0302 771287 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


25p Per Word 
(£10 Minimum Charge) 
Prepaid 

IRISH COUNTRY MUSIC Daniel 
O'Donnell, Foster & Allen, The 
Fureys, Michael O'Brien, Susan | 
McCann, Philomena Begley, Hugo 
Duncan, Ann Breen and many 
more. For FREE catalogue of 
Cassette Tapes send S.A.E. to: 
SUPREME SOUND (CMRU1), 1 St. _ 
Martins Park, Haverfordwest, 
Dyfed, SA61 2HP. 


EXPERIENCED LEAD GUITARIST 
seeks position with pro Country or 
Country Rock Band, would con- 
sider Trio. Does Singing and Vocal 
Harmony. Twin Reverb and Tele- 
caster equipment. Some record- 
ing experience. Own transport. 
Please phone Doncaster 743921 ... 
Anytime. 


LEAD GUITARIST seeks working 
country band. Good gear, transport, 
rehearse any area 50 miles radius 
of Grantham. (Peterborough, Leicester, 
Nottingham etc.) Telephone 0400 
- 30586 anytime. 


“COUNTRY & WESTERN DANCING" Add 
to your enjoyment of country music. 
Join the Western Dance Apprecia- 
tion Society. Learn new dances. 
Make new friends. Help expand 
this fast growing society in your 
area. Contact Graham & Linda West, 
84 Sylvandale, Welwyn Garden City, 
Herts AL7 2HT. 0707 339417. 


GERRY FORD FAN CLUB. SAE to: 
Margaret Trotter (Secretary) 3, 
Priory Bank Villas, Coldstream, 
Berwickshire, TD12 4DZ. Tel: (0890) 
2871. 


@ curv 


DIRECTORY 


0522 41546 
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SWANSEA C.M.C. 

Pines Country Club, Treboeth, 
Swansea. 

2 Booker Bros. 9 Nashville Fever. 
16 Memphis Short & Grand 
Canyon. 23 Jolene & Barry. 


PONDEROSA C/W CLUB 
The Pine Mine, Ipswich St., 
Stowmarket, Suffolk. 

4 Western Rodeo Band. 11 Les 
Close Band. 18 Clovis. 25 Pete 
Palmer Band. 


ROSSINGTON LABOUR CLUB 
Gattison Lane, Rossington, 
Doncaster, S. Yorkshire. 

(Mondays) 

7 Shackband. 14 Gerry Ford. 

21 Bob McKinlay. 28 Gary Roberts. 


NORTHANTS C.M.C. 
T.T.F.C. Club, Islington Rd., 
Towcester. (Fortnightly) 
12 Gordie West Band. 

26 Bromford County. 


CON’S COUNTRY texuieya 
Conservative Club, Kings Road, 
Immingham, Sth. Humberside, 

5 Jan Mark & Norman Russell. 
12 Madison County. 19 Booker 
Brothers. 26 Jeannie Dee Band. 


THE END OF THE TRAIL 
The Farmers Arms, Kempsey 
Common, Kempsey, Nr. Worcester. 


5 (Award Show) Ken & Billie 
Ford. 19 Gerry Ford & Duke Boys. 


BIDDS C.M.C. 

Sutherland Rd., Longton, 
Stoke on Trent. (Fris/Sats) 
4 Mel Hague Band. 5 Ruby 
Rendall Band. 11 Dave Bryan 
with Pat & Roger Johns. 12 
Gerry Ford & Duke Boys. 18 
Dillinger. 19 Shackband. 25 
Bordello. 26 Tony Andrews & 
Raincheck. 


DOUBLE K C.M.C. 

Hotel Embassy, Newbridge, 
Dumfries. (Monthly) 

27 Collier-Dixon Line. 


GO COUNTRY CLUB 

Glaxo Sports & Social Club, 
Harmire Road, Barnard Castle, 
Co. Durham. (First Sunday s) 
6 Bob Newman & Carole Gordon 
+ Jim Ryder. 18 (Fri) (Dinner 
Dance) Manson Grant & The 
Dynamos. 


BORDER BADLANDS C.M.C. 
Auld Smiddy, Gretna Green. 
(Monthly) 


6 Colorado. 


: An Introduction to : 
MARLIN 


western wear 


MARLIN is now well established asamail { ~ , 
order and off-the-peg company and well é 
known throughout the country for the 
very good service they give in an 
atmosphere of friendliness, and 
represents the best in Country wear. 


For Full Colour Catalogue, write to:- 
The Willows, Dodds Road, Attleborough, Norfolk, NR172HH Telephone: (0953) 45204¢ 


WILDWOOD SOUTH C.M.C. 
Millbrook School, Lower 
Brownhill Road, Maybush, 
Southampton. (Saturdays) 
5 Sunset Boulevard. 12 Hawk. 

19 Rio. 26 Stewart Brothers & First 
Chapter. 


COLCHESTER C.M.C. 

Woods Leisure Centre. 

(ist & 3rd Thurs.) 

3 George Moody & The Country 
Squires. 17 Mick Conlin Band. 


GLASGOW 

‘GRAND OLE OPRY’ ‘ 
2/4 Govan Rd, Paisley Road, Toll. 
(Fri/Sat/Sun) 

3 Gambler. 4 Country Dawn. 

5 Rodeo. 6 Gerry Ford & Duke 
Boys. 10 Freeway. 11 Texas Moon. 
12 T.B.A. 13 Gerry & Country 
Pride. 17 Carol Silver Band, + 
Manson Grant & Dynamos. 

18 Route 65. 

19 Bakersfield. 20 Freeway. 

25 Honest Sam & The Dealers. 
26 Four Wheel Drive. 27 Nebraska. 


IPSWICH C& WC (Weds.) 
Bridge Ward Conservative Club, 
Austin St., Ipswich. 


9 Garner Tye Band. 16 Art 
Willlams Band. 23 Clancy. 
30 West Virginia. 


MORECAMBE RAIDERS 

The Ranch House, Frontier Land, 
4 Carbine. 5 Cody’s County. 

11 Tony Ross. 12 Jim Ryder. 

18 C.C. Riders. 19 Royston 
Jones. 25 Slightly Faded. 26 Mid 
West. 


THE WELCOME C.M.C. 
Lancastrian Squash Club, East 
Bond Street, Leigh, Lancs. 


6 The Collier Dixon Line. 

13 Brian Young & Touchwood. 
20 Spill the Beans. 27 Dave 
McQueen & The Power Band. 


BORDER C.M.C. 

Black & Gold S.C., Shielfield 
Park, Tweedmouth, Berwick-on- 
Tweed, 

(2nd Tues) 

8 Manson Grant Show. 


WOLVERHAMPTON C.M.C. 
The Woodhayes, Blackhalve 
Lane, Wednesfield, (Sundays) 
6 Memphis Short & Grand 
Canyon. 13 The Penny Black 
Showband. 20 Exit Zero + Cindy 
& Dave. 27 Stone Creek. 


HULL C.M.C. (Fridays) 
(Olivers) 2 Norfolk St., 
Beverley ‘Road, Hull. 

4 Jan & Mark Russell. 11 (3rd 
Birthday & Awards) Collier 
Dixon Line and Tony Best. 

18 Bob Allison. 25 Shackband. 


THE HIGH NOON C.M.C. 
Brimington Club, High St., 
Brimington, Nr., Chesterfield. 


1 Mick and Mert. 
8 John Earle. 15 Jolene & Barry. 
22 John Gill Band. 29 Daltons. 


FIGHTING COCK 

Monteney Crescent, Ecclesfield, 
2 Diamondback. 5 Andy McCabe 
9 Tennessee Moon. 12 John 
Aston. 16 You & Me. 19 Ken 
Barras. 23 Les Close. 26 Me & 
Paul. 30 T.C. Burns. 


MUSTANG C.M.C. 

The Paddocks, Long Road, 
Canvey Island. (Mondays) 

7 Out Of Hand + Gary Roberts. 
14 Gordie West Trio. 21 Cotton 
Mill Boys + Jonathon C. King. 
28 Gerry Ford & New Duke Boys. 


H BAR C C.M.C. 

Wokingham Town F.C., Berks. 
(Thursday) 

3 Al Cody & Clovis. 10 Stewart 
Brothers & 1st Chapter. 17 Rio. 
24 Dixie, Allon & The Backroom 
Boys. 31 Nashville Fever. 


LEASOWE CASTLE C.M.C. 
Leasowe Road, Moreton, 
Wirral. (Thursdays) 

3 Ben Rees Band. 10 Home Brew. 
17 Arlington Country. 

24 Jeff Cliffson. 31 Oragon. 


Club Secretary's. 
BOOKING FORM... 


(0522) 41546 


HIGH LANE C.M.C. 
Conservative Club, Buxton Road, 
High Lane, Stockport. (Saturday) 
5 Pinto Bennett & The Famous 
Motel Country Band (1 SA). 

12 Jeannie & Steppin ‘stones. 

19 Dave Bryan Band. 26 
Carolina. 


SOUTHERN BELLE-C.M.C. 
Chiddin§fold Club, Woodside Re, 
Chiddingfold. (Saturday) 


5 Country Wine. 


FOUR ON THE FLOOR 
Hounslow FC Denbigh Rad., 
Hounslow, Middx. (Tuesday) 


1 Four Wheel Drive. 8 Firewater. 
15 Pinkerton’s Colours. 22 Dixie 
& Allon Band. 29 Nashville Fever. 


STABLES C.M.C. 

Bond End, Knaresborough, 
N.Yorks. 

(Alt. Sats.) 


12 John Taylor. 26 Old Hat Band. 


CIRCLE W WESTERNER 
Brewer & Baker, Upper Church 
Lane, Tipton. (Saturday) 

5 Candy Mountain. 12 Bromford 
County. 19 J.D. Band. 

26 Saddletramps. 


TREBLE ‘C’ C.M.C. 

Starlight Room, R.R. Sports & 
Social Club, Minshull New Rd., 
Crewe. (Sat Specials) 
12 David Allan Coe & Bobby 
Bare (in Concert). 19 Sonny 
Curtis + Shades Of Grey 


TUCSON C.M.C. 

The Berry Suite, Edinburgh. 
(Mondays) 

7 Tommy Truesdale & The 
Sundowners. 14 Kentucky 
Bourbon. 21 Manson Grant & 
The Dynamos. 28 Four Wheel 
Drive. 


BRIDGEND RECREATION 
CENTRE 
Mid Glamorgan. 


(Monthly) 10 Poacher. 


HAZEL GROVE C.M.C. 
Reform Club, Napier St., Hazel 
Grove, Stockport. (Sunday) 


6 Sundown. 13 Gerry Ford & Co. 
20 Joe Piper & Country Courage. 
27 Stu Page & Remuda. 


CHICHESTER C.M.C. 


Various Venues in West Sussex. 


11 Hank Hillman Gang. 

18 Bandit. 20 Bob Newman & 
Carole Gordon. 26 George 
Moody & Country Squires. 


DOUBLE B C.M.C. 
Community Centre, Wycombe 
Rd, Studley Green, Bucks. 

1 Tulsa Time. 8 Indiana. 

15 Foster Boys. 22 Pete Paimer 
C. Band. 29 (5th Anniversary) 
West Virgina + Campbell's 
Country. 


WILD WEST C.M.C. 
Compasses - Hotel, Wigmore, 
Nr., Leominster. 

(Alt. Fridays) 


10 Mike Gerrard. 25 Delta Dawn. 


ABERDEEN C & WC 
Eagles Nightclub, 120 Union 
Street, Aberdeen. (Tuesdays) 


1 Angleen & Country Cousins. 8 
Ruby Rendall Band. 15 John 
Glenn & The Wranglers. 

22 Manson Grant & The 
Dynamos + West ‘N' Elliot. 


HARROGATE LEISURE CENTRE 
Beech Ave., (Off Leeds Rd), 
Harrogate. 

(1st Friday) 


4 West Virginia. 


LAZYACRE C.M.C. 
SHA Hospital Social Club, Race 
Course Lane, Shrewsbury. 


7 (10th Anniversary) 

Raymond Froggatt Band + 
Cindy & Dave. 

21/22 Brendan Shine & His Band 
Keith Manifold (21) 

Country Company. (22) 

Host Tony Best. 


OOOOO 


TIMBERLINE C.M.C. 

Kings Arms, Crich, Derbyshire. 
(ist Thurs.) 

3 Laurel Canyon Duo + Pete 
“Brook” Peters. 


SILVERADO C.M.C. 

Salisbury Conservative Club, 
Badger Street, Moorgate, Bury. 

2 Bob McKinlay & Redwing. 

9 Karlbro County. 16 (First 
Anniversary Show) Raymond 
Froggatt. 23 Dave McQueen & The 
Power Band. 30 Brian Young & 
Touchwood. 


CADES COUNTRY C.M.C. 
Shireoaks M W, Shireoaks, Nr. 
Worksop, Notts. 

(Friday) 

4 Stu Page & Remuda. 11 West 
Virginia. 18 Ady's Hardware Co. 
25 Rogue Band. 


BRAMLEY SOCIAL CLUB 
Cross Street, Bramley, 
Rotherham. (Thursday) 

3 Boothill Boys. 10 B.C. & 
Lainey. 24 Les Close Country 
Band. 31 Buskers Brew Band. 


LONE STAR C.W.C. 
Chieftain Inn, Ashgrove Lane, 
Port Glasgow. 

(Monthly) 


11 Country Dawn. 


INVERNESS C & WC 

Park Suite, Invernes, Ice Centre. 
1 Colorado. 8 Buzzard Creek. 

15 Maggie & Tennessee Express. 
22 Tracey & The Texas 
Dreamers. 29 4 Wheel Drive + 
West ‘N’ Elliot. 


GUISBOROUGH QOUITS 


Guisborough, Cleveland. 
(Wednesdays) 

2/9/16/23 - All T.B.A. 

30 Colorado. 


SOUTHERN STAR C.W.C. 
Europa Lounge, New Rd., Ayr. 
(Wednesdays) 


2 Country Pride. 9 Nebraska. 
16 Manson Grant & The 
Dynamos. 23 Gambler. 30 Carol 
Silver. 


YORK C.M.C. 
York City Arms Sports Club, 
Fawcett St., York. (Thursdays) 


3 Jan Mark & Norman Russell. 
10 The Duffy Brothers. 17 Out Of 
Hand. 24 Honky Tonk Heroes. 

31 Keith Manifold & Gasket. 


OO 


Are you selling Britain’s 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


COUNTRY MUSIC 


ROUND UP 


ffering the greatest coverage 
f country music - is available 
for club sales 


For details of 
~~ special club rates 


(0522) 41546 


HIGH PEAK C.M.C. 

Railway Hotel, Bridge St., 
Buxton, Derbyshire. (Fridays) 
25 Carole Gordon & Bob 


Newman + T.P. Stubbs & Chas 
Collins. 


BORDER PATROL C.M.C. 
C/o The Irish Club, Basildon 
Road, Laindon, Essex. (Fridays) 


4 Rio. 11 Alberta. 18 Homer. 
25 (10th Anniversary) West 
Virginia + Dave Paisley. 


ee 
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CLUB SECRETARIES 
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